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PREFACE 
READER 


Chriſtian Reader, 


\ Lthough the follow- 


ing Sermons need no 


Epiſtle to commend 


them to any intelligent 


Reader; yet Cuſtom having 
made it neceſſary to ſay 
ſomething, for the Satisfa- 
Qion of the World, concer- 
ning the Poſthumous Works 
of deceaſed Perſons, I ſhall 
therefore ſpeak a few Words 
briefly. A 2 IM 


The Preface 


The Reverend Prelate, 
the Author of them, was a 
Perſon.ofgreatnaturalParts, 
and Excellent Learning, as 
well as of great Piety and 
Charity : One that ador- 
ned the Chnrch of England, 
whereof he was an Emi- 
rent Pillar, ruling well in 
theChurch of God,& there- 
fore deſerved double Honour, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks : And 
cioubtleſs,his Reward is now 
great in Heaven, with his 
Lordand Maſter,whoſe Ser- 
vice here on Farth was ac- 

counted by him as his high- 
© eſt Honour, and that which 
he profeſſed himſelf moſt 
ambitious of, He 


—_—_ 


to the Reader. 


He was a Perſon of great 
Modeſty and Humility ; 
| having very mean and low 
Thoughts of himſelf, and 
his own Abilities ; which 
was the Reaſon why the 
World had ſo little Know- 
ledge of him from the Preſs, 
having publiſhed nothing 
* but what he was conſtrai- « s« i; 
ned to, either by the reſt-/j7"2 7 


J | - World, and 
leſs Importunity of Friends, 4 Fer! 


or the Commands of thoſe on ©. 
that ſome Time were his 
Supertors; 

But the Intendment of 
this Epiſtle being not to 
give the World an Account 
of the Life of this Excel- 


Ag lent 


The Preface 


lent Perſon, whoſe Praiſe is 
deſervedly in the Church 
of God ; I forbear to add 
any thing farther concer- 
ning: him, hoping it will 
[hortly be done by a more 
worthy Pen. . 
And as for the follow- 
ing Sermons, the excellent 
Style in which they - are 
written, and the exa& 
Accuracy with which 
they are penn'd, may give 
abundant Satisfaction unto 
All, in the Reading of 
them, that: they are His 
Lordſhip's own, and were 
fairly written with his own 
Hand, and copied out. 
trom 


pO EY I 


to the Reader. 


from thence, fince his 
Death, by one of his nea- 
reſt Relations, and fo tranſ- 
mitted unto the Preſs. 
The Subje& Matter of 
them being agreeable to 
the Divine Inſpirations of 
the Holy Scriptures, will 
ſpeak better for themſelves, 
than the Words of any 
other can. And that they 
may be very uſeful and pro- 
fitable unto thoſe that heard 


them, and unto all that ſhall 
read them, is the hearty 
and fincere Prayer of the 


Publiſher. Farewel. 


Books 


Nath. Ramew,: at the Kings 
Arms, m St. Pauls Church- 
_ ard. 


THE Vanity of the World: With other 
Sermons, in OFevo. 

An Expoſition on the Ten Commandments : 
With other Sermons, in Quarrse. . 
An Expoſition on the Lord*s Prayer; with 
2 carechiftical Explication thereof, for the 
inſtructing of Youth - With Two Diſconr- 
Ks; the one - concerning, The Myſtery of 
Divine Providence z the other concerning, 
The Excellent Advantages of Reading and 
Studying the Holy Seriptures, in Quarto. 

Djzſcourſes, . or Sermons, on ſeveral Scrip- 
tures. Volume the Firſt, in OFavo, 

A Second Volume of :Difcourſes, or Ser- 
27005, 07 ſeveral Scriptures, in Ott avo, 

A Third Volume of D:/courſes, or Ser- 
20s, 0n ſeveral Scriptures, now in the 
Prefs, and will be finiſhed in a Month, in 
Ottav. | 


MI Sis written by Ezekiel Hop- 
 kins, ate Lord Biſhop of Lon- 
don-Derry; and ſold by Nath. 
Rancew, «s the King's Arms, 
in St. PauPs Church- Tard, 


B O OK $ Printed for 
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FOLLY 


Sinners, tc. 


P RO V, XIV. 9. 
Fools makbe a Mock at Sin. 


E are not generally to 

expect any COnnex10N, 

either of Senſe or Sentences. 1N 
this Book of the Proverbs. O- 
ther parts of Scripture arc l:ke a 

_ rich Mie, where the precious 
Ore runs along i in one continued 
Pem : But ehis 1 like a Heap « of 
< B Pearts : 


2 


T he Folly of Sinners in 


————_— 


4 PE rm 


T0 Diviſion » 
of 4%e Words. 


6 


i, 


Pearls ; which, theugh they arc are 


| looſe and unſtrung z are not 


therefore the leſs excellent or ya- 
luable. | 

The Text I have now read, 
1s one of them, an entire Pro- | 
poſition in it ſelf, without rela- 
t10n to, Or dependance upon a- 
ny Context. 

In it, we haye theſe things 
con{1derable. 

F rſt, The CharaFer or Peri- 
phraſus of wicked and ungodly 
Men ; and they are faid to be 
ſuck as make a Mockat Fm. 

Secondly, Here is the Cenſure 
paſt upon them by the All-wiſe 
God, and the wiſeſt of Men ; 
chey are Fools for ſo doing ; ; Pools 
make a Meck at Sim. 

The Words are plain and ob- 
vious; only the Phraſe of ma- 


king a Mock, may ſeem ſubject 


ro ſome ambiguity, and various 
*  Aaccep- 


— 
Sz 
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A 


acceptations ; and indeed the 
Scripture uſeth it in divers Senſes. 
Sometimes it ſignifies an abuſing 
of others, by violent and lewd 
Actions : So we read that the | 
Hebrew Servant, fays Potiphar's Gen. 39. 17. 
Wife, came in unto me to mock me. 
Sometimes it {1gnities an expo- 
ſing of Men to Shame and Di- 
ſhonour : So the wiſe Man tells 
us, Wine 1s a mocker. SOMErimes Prov. 20. t. 
it ſignifies an impoſing upon the 
Credulity of others, things that 
ſcem incredible and impoſſible : 
So we read 1n Geneſis, when. Lot 
had declared to his Sons-in-Eaw 
the Deſtruction of Sodom, it is 
laid, He ſeemed unto them as one Gen. 19. 15 
| that mocked. Sometimes It 1s ta- 
| ken fora failing in our Promiſes, 

and thereby defeating, and fru- 
. ſtrating the ExpeQtations of 0- 

thers ; And thus Herod is ſaid to 

be mocked by the wiſe Men, 18 Mach. 2. :6, 
S £2 Matth. 


wo 


— 


T he Folly of Sinners in 


by Atocking. 


kf 


fIcb. 11.36. 


That's meant 


Luk. 22. 21, 


Alatth. 2. 16, Bur none of theſe 


are at all congruous to our pre- 


ſent purpoſe, nor applicable to 
the Words of the Text. 

There are therefore T wo 0+ 
cher acceptations of this Expreſ- 
{1on,, frequently occurring 1n 
the Holy Scriptures. 

Firſt, This Word Meokis com- 
monly taken for ſcoffing, or bit- 
ter taunting at others. Thus 


-our Lord and Saviour ſeſus 


Chriit ſuffered the Flours and 
Deriftonsof an inſfolent Rabble, 
who ſet him- at nought, and wicked 
him, as vt. Luke ſpeaks : Thus 
thoſe bleſſed pe ik and Confeſ- 


ſors, that followed his ſteps, are 


ſaid to haye endured the trial of | 
cruel Mockngs, astheApoſtle tells 


us. -And indeed thus 1s the dif- 
ference between a wiſe Repro- 
yer, and a bitter Mocker :; that 


the Words of the one are like 
Balm, 


_— ——_— 


making a Mock at Sin. 
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-——_ 
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Ee RA 


Balm, both ſoft and ſanative ; 
but the Words of the other arc 
like /barp Swords,which cut dee 
into the Minds of Men, and —_ 
monly - make them rankle into 
Hatred and Malice. And doubt- 
leſs there are yery many Spirits 


can ſooner putup an Injury done 
them, thana cutting bitter ſcoft ; 


becauſe nothing expreſleth ſo 
muchContempr, nor ſhews how 
deſpicable we account them, as 
a fleering Gabe. 

Secondly, Mocking may be 
taken for {lighting, and making 
no account of, looking upon 
things or Perſons, as trivial and 


incon{iderable. And thus it is 
uſed in ob, where the Horſe is 


II, 


faid to mock at fear, when he ru- Job 39. 


{heth into the Battel, and is not 
terrified ; bur rather enraged by 


all the Horrors of War, When 
the Ruiver ratleth againſt FE the 


B 3 elit- 
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glutermg Spear and the Shield; And 
1o it 1s faid of the Levzathan, 
He lau beth at the ſhakeng of the 
9 " Ha or be eftcemetb Iron as $ raw, 
and Braſs as rotten Wood. 
Now in either df theſe Two 
Senſes may' the Words of the 
Text be taken 5 when they tell 
us, theyare Fols that make a "Mock 
at Sm, _. 
4 Twfols' For Sin may be conſidered, 
5” either as committed by others, 
| or as committed by our felyes ; 
and it is egregious Folly to make 
a Meck of either, ſo as to ſport at 
the one, or to {light the other. 
Firft, They are Fols that 
make a Mockat ah Men's Sins, 
ſo as to turn them into a Mat- 
tcr of Jeit and Raillery. 
Secondly, They are Fools that 
make a Meockattheir own S1ns, fa 
as to think the Commiſhon of 
chem a flight and inconfidera- 
Hle ching, | 1 ſhall 


making a Mock at Sin: 7 


—_— 


—— 
—_ - 


I ſhall very briefly ſpeak of 
the Firſt, and ſo paſs on unto 
the Second Particular. 


Firſt therefore , They are 
Fools chat make a Mock at other They are Fool; 


h k 
Men's Sins, ſo as to make them ict a: orher 


Mew” s S175, 


4 matter of Mirth and Paſtime. 
This indeed 15 Sport for Devils, 
all whoſe Recreation, and Hel- 
liſh Solace, is the Sin and Wick- 
edneſs of Men. The  Damna- 
tion of Souls 1s the Sport of 
Hell : And Thou who canſt re- 
Joyce in their Joy, deſeryelt like- 
wiſe to howl under their Woes 
and Torments. We juſtlycon- 
demn it, as a moſt barbarous 
and inhumane Cuſtom amongſt 
the ancient Romans, who brought 
many feleRed Pairs of miſerable 


Men into their publick Theatres, 


only to delight the Spectators 
with their Blood and Death. 
- But this was an innocent Recrea- 
B 4 tion 


I. 


Phe Folly of Sinners  . 


tion incompariſon of thine,who - 
takeſt pleaſure to ſee thy poor 

Brother woundingand ſtabbing, 
yea damning his precious Soul. 
Go laughat a wretched Man up- 
on the Rack, or upon the Wheel; 

Laugh at the odd diſtorted Po- 
ſtures of Epilepticks, orthe Con- 
yulſe Motions of Dying and Ex- 


Pi reg Men . Sport thy {elf with 


cneir wrich'd Looks, and antick . 
Shapes of Miſery : This is far 
more civil, more humane, more 
pious, than to make thoſe 9 Sins 
thy Mirth , which will be thy 
Boacks Fternal Woe and An- 
guiſh. What thinkeſt thou ? 
Could'it thou look into Hel, 
that place of 'Torment? Couldt 
thou fee there all the Engines of 
God's Juſtice, and the Devil's 
Cruelty, ſer on work in theeter- 


nal Torture of thoſe, who per- 


haps once made as light of their 
own 


£: mating a Mock ar Sin. 9 F 


own Sins, as thou doſt of other 
Men's ; wouldſt thou think this 
a pleaſant Spectacle ? Would(t 
thou fport and diyert thy ſelf to 
ſee how they wallow inFire and 
Brimſtone, or how they circle 
and twiſt themſelves in un- 
quenchable Flames ? Certainly 
ſuch a Sight as this would af- 
fect thee with a cold Horrour, 
and a ſhiyering Dread : And 
how then canſt thou ſport thy 
ſelf to ſee thy Brother damning 
himfelf, ſince it would fright 
thee to ſee him damned ? Be- 
'Heve it, Sirs; The Sins that now 
abound in the World challenge 


our Tears and Pity : We ought 


.to mourn and repent for thoſe 
who do not, who will not re- 
pent for themſelyes. It is a fad, 
and a doleful Sight to ſee fo 
many every where diſhonour 
(God, diſgracetheir Natures,and 

+ a deſtroy 


—__ 


-, 
PE 
2 . n % 


| Fhe Polly of Sinners in 


Prove 26. 15, 


tended, that ſurely it can be no 


deſtroy their Souls ; to ſee ſome 


- come reeling home, diſguisd in 
all the brutith Shapes that Drun- 


kenneſs can put upon them, rea- 
dy to diſcharge their Vomit in 
the Face of eyery one they meet: 
Others frantick with Wrath and 
Rage, and; like a Company of 
Mad Men, flinging about Fire- 
brands, Arrows, and Death: To 
ſee ſuch woeful T'ransformati- 
ons, and the dire Effects that 
Sit and Wickedneſs have cau- 
fed in the World ; certainly he 
that can entertain himſelf with 
Mirth at theſe things, hath not 
only forſworn his Relzgon, but 
his Humanity ; and may, with 
much more Reaſon , make the 
Miſeries of poor diſtracted Peo- 
ple, chaind up in Bedlam, to 
become his Sport and Paſtime. 
T know it will be here pre- 


I — — —_ _—- — = oe 


ſuch 


TE —— 


making a Mock at Sin. 


ſuch great Crime to explode and 
hiſs Sin off. the Stage ; nay, it 
were a proper Means to keep 
Men from being generally fo 
wicked , could we but make 
Wickedneſs more ridiculous wn 
them. | 
But, alas! Vice is now-a» 

days grown too impudent to be 

laughed out of Countenance ; 
and thoſe Methods of a ſcurri- 
lous Mockery, which ſomeplead 
for, as rendring V ice ridiculous, 
have, I doubr, only made it the 
more tMing and ſpreading, and 
encouraged othersto be the more 
openly {infull, by teaching them 
to be the more wittily vile and 
wicked. Few will be deterred 
from ſinning, when they think 
they ſhall but gratifie others, by 
making Sport fer them ; and ſtir 

up, not their Indignation and. 
Abhorrence,but their Mirth and 
Laughter. 


_ 


, 
_— » dl. 
ag oo 
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OE 


bm _—_—_—_ 


Laughter. Tis crue, we read 


that E/jah mock d the Idolatrous 
Watkins of Baal, and his 
Scofts and Taunts at them were 


very biting and ſarcaſtical, and 


cut them much deeper than they 
are ſaid to cut themſelves : But 
this he did in a ſerious and zea- 


Tous reproving of theirSins, not 


in a jocular and ſportive Merri- 
ment. There are two things in 
Sin, Impiety and Folly ; we may 
lawfully enough ſcorn the one, 

while we are ſure to hate and de- 
teſt theother: Anda due Mixcure 
of both theſe together , Scorn 
and Deteſtation, are very fit to 


\ enkindle our Zeal for God, and 


may oftentimes be a requiſite 
Temper for him who is to re- 
prove confident and audacious 


Sinners. But to laugh and ſport 


at others Wickedneſs , and to 
naſÞrn the Guile and Shame of o- 
thers 


making a Mock at Sin. 


——— 


' thers our Mirth and Recreation, 
is both unchriſtian; and inhu- 
mane; and we may as well laugh 
at their Damnation , as at: that 
which will lead them to 1t. Thus 
to makea Mock at S1a, 15 to make 
our very Mocks to be our Sins ; 
and argues us, not only profane, 
but fooliſh ; for this is to laugh 
and rejoyce at our own Stain and 
Diſhonour , and to abuſe our 
own Nature.,that Nature which 
iS common to us, as well as 0- 
thers ; that Nature which, were 
it not debaſed with Sin, renders 
us but a little lower than the 
Angels. 

Whata fair and gloriousCrea- 
ture was Man, before Sin deba- 
ſed and ſullied him ! A Friend 
to his God, Lord of the Crea- 
tion, made: 2a little lower than 
the Angels, being a-kin to them, 
Ok of a younger Houſe, and 
meancr 


14. The Folly of Sinners i in - 


| Hoſ. &. 2, 


" meaner Extract, adorn'd with 
all both narural and divine Per- 
fe&tions, till Sin deſpoild him 
of his Excellency, and made him 
who was almoſt equal to the An- 


gels, worſe than the very Brutes 
that periſh, ſottiſh and muſera- 


ble. And canſt thou laugh and 
ſport thy ſelf at that which hath 
ruind and undone thee, as well 
as others 2 Thy Nature 1s ble- 


miſh'd and corrupted as much as 


theirs. - When we look abroad 
in the World, and obſerve the 
abominable Wickedneſles that. 
are eyery where committed, the 
Murthers, Uncleanneſles, Blaſ: 
phemies, Drunkenneſs, and all 
thoſe Prodigies of Impiety that 
every where ſwarm amongſt 
Men ; how by Lying, Stealing, 
Swearing, and Committing Adultery, 
they break out,, until Blood Chas 
Blood, __ elte ſee we now 
16 
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n allthis, but thewoful Effects. 


of our own corrupt Nature : 
Here we ſee our ſelves unbowel- 
led, and diſcoyer what we our 
ſelyes are, at the price of other 


Men S Sins * 5 For as in WW. ater, Face Prov. 27. 19} 


anſwereth unto Pace , ſo doth the 
Heart of Manto Man. We have 
therefore more reaſon to'lament 
the Sins and Miſcarriages of o- 


thers, than to make a Sport and- 


Mock at their W:ckedneſs, ſince 
we our ſelyes are the very ſame, 

and prone enough, without the 
Rettraining Graceof God, either 
co imitate, or exceed them. 


Hence chen, Firſt, Confider TJ. Uſe. 
what an accurſed, horrid thing 5: Shews the Evil 


0 f tempsi ng g« 
thers to ſin. 


It is to tempt others to {1n, only 
. that thou mayeſt afterwards 
makeSpott with them, and raiſe 
a Scene of Mirth out of the Ruins 
of their Souls. I with this were 
not as common a Practice, as 1t 
15 


— 
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16 


Habak, 2, I5, 
I6, 


is damnable: See what .dread- 
ful WoesGod denouncethagain(t 
ſ\uch, by the Prophet: Wee unto 
him that grveth his Netghbour Drink; 
that putteſi thy Bottle to him, and 


" makeſd him drunken alſo, that thou 


mayeſt look upon his Nakedneſs ; his 
Shame and Diſhonour. T hou 
art filled with Shame, for Glory : 
Drink thou alſo, and let thy Fore- 
Skin be uncovered ; the Cup of the 
Lord's Right Hand ſhall be turned 
unto thee, and (hamefull Spew- 
zng ſhall be on thy Glory. Hence 
have theſe Devz/s (for that Name 
belongs to them who do his | 
V Vork) invented all thoſe Artifi- 

ces of Exceſs and Drunkenneſs, 
to draw on others to debauch 
themſelves, and their Reaſon, 
that they may haye Matter to 
laugh art their ſottiſh Actions, 
and to- boaſt how many they 
haye made to fall under the Puit- 
EE TT ance - 


= mating a Mock at $ in. Fo, 


Pa = ———————- - —_—_——— 
Ur 


ſance of their Riots. Bur cer- 
rainly, if there be an Hell, as it 
iS certain there 15; or if that Hell 
were not made in vain, as it was 
not ; thefe wretched Sinners can 
expect nothing elſe, but ro have 
their Portzon therein with thoſe 
Devils, whoſe induſtrious Fa- 
Ctors they have been : And there 
the Cup of God's Right Hand, 
a Cup of pure VVrath, and 
unmixd Fury, ſhall be given 
them, and they be forced to 
drink it oft, to the very Dregs 
and Bottom of it, ſpewing out 
Fire and Brimſtone cterna]ly. 

Secondly, Hence think how II. Uſe. 
deſperately impious , wicked 58719 
V Vretches they are, who fin on- #5 &n, oy 
ly to make others Sport ; that -» —_ 

| bufloon- themſelves into Hell, 
and purchaſe the Pleafing others 
with the dreadful Damnation of 
their own Souls : And yet, How 
| C frequent 
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frequent is this in the World ? 
How many are there, that will 
neither ſpare God , nor Heaven, 
nor Scripture , nor Rel:gton, nor 


common Modeſty, if they come 


bur in the way of a Jeſt ? No- 
thing, how ſacred , how vene- 
rable ſoeyer it be, can eſcape 
chem, if they can bur turn it 
into Drollery. 


I need not mention what ' 
Tropes and Metaphors Men have ' 


found out to talk laſciviouſly 


by ; almoſt every one 1s perfect 
in that piece of Rhetorick : Nor + 
what ſtrange, monſtrous Lies 


ſome will aver openly, to raiſe 


either Mirth or Wonderin Com- - 
pany. Andrhat which is worlt - 
of all 1s; that now the Holy Br- 
ble is become a mere Jeſt-Book 


v-ich chem, a Common-Place 


or We, and merry Diſcourſe; 
1. ie New! 2am ſpeaks Scre-"? 
: ptziFe 
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pure outof theſe Men's Mouths : 
they know no more of it, than 
what they abuſe ; and all their 


Meditations and Comments up-: 


on it, are only how ſuchand ſuch 
Paſſages may be ingentouſly per- 


yerted , and turned into Bur- 


leſque , to heighten the Mirth 
of the next profane Company 
they meet, Impious Wretches; 
that *dare to violate the moſt 
tremendous Myſteries of Reli- 
gion, and expoſe their God to 
Scorn, his Oracles to Contempt, 
and their own Souls to Eternal 
Perditton; only for a lictle Grin- 
ning and Sneering of a Compa- 


fy of vain, yea, mad Fools, who 


think they commence Wits by 
applauding Blaſphemy ! Bur 
theſe V Vits, as they are profane 
and impious , ſo they prove 
themſelyes very Fools, thus to 
Iport themſelves to death : Their 

C 2 Laughter 
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Ly 
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IT. 


They are Fools 
that make & 
Mock at their 
0w71 S115, 


II. 


Laughter is rather fpaſmical and 
convullive, than joyous ; a R:- 


ſus Sardonicus, cauſed by Venom 


and Poyſon : They go down 
merrily to Hell, and frolick 
themſelves into Perdirion. 
And thus I have done with 
che firſt ſort of Fools, namely, 
thoſe chat make a Sport and 
Meck at other Men's Sins. 
The Second Particular 1s to 
ſhew., that they are Foo/s who 
make a Mock at their own Sins, 
ſo as to think the Commiſſion of 
chem but a.ſlight, inconſidera- | 


ble Matter. And here 1 ſhall 


{ſhew you, 

Firſt, That wicked Men do 
generally account Sin a im 
{l;ght Matter. 

Secondly, What it is that ins 
duceth KG perſuades them to 
account ſo {light of 1t. 


Thirdly, 


 nidhing a Meck at Sin. 


2I 


Thirdly, Their groſs and in- 
exculable Folly for ſo account- 
ting of 1t. 
Firſt, That wicked Men do 
generally account Sin a ſmall, 
F  incon{iderable Matter, may ap- 
' pear from theſe three Things. 
2 I, Slight Proyocations and 
ealie Temptations are ſufficient 


II. 


- F 


Slight Tempta- | 


tions make 


to make them ruſh boklly into ſic an fo. 


| the Commiſhon of Sin: Any 
| {light inconfiderable Gain, and 
, | tranſitory, fading, waſhy Plea- 
"| fure; yea oftentimes ,. a meer 
| Gallantry and Humour of- Sin- 


| ning, is enough to make them 


'yenture upon any Crime, that 
the Deyil, or their own wicked 
Hearts ſhall ſuggeſt to them : 
Yeathoſe very Things,for which 
they would ſcarce ſuffer a Hair 
of their Heads to be twitch'd 
oft, are yet forcible enough, to 


perſuade them to lie or ſwear, 
GC 3 S1NS 
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2. 


Hard to work 
Sinners to 4 
True SO0rrow 
for Sin, 


Sins that murder and deſtroy 
cheir precious Souls for ever ! 
V Vhat is this but a plain De- 
monſtration, that they account 
Sina mere I rifle, and look upon 
it as 2 ſmall and {light thing to 
oftend the moſt high God. 

' IT. Ir 1s very hard and diffi- 
cult to work theſe Men to any 
true Sorrow and Compunction 
for their Sins : T urn the Mouth . 
of all che terrible Threatnings 
that God hath denounced in his 
Holy V Vord againſt them, and 
let them thunder our all che 
VV oes and Curſes that are in the 


Magazine of God's Juſtice a- 


gainſt them, yet theſe wicked 
V V retches are not ſtartled at it; - 


but {till hold faſt their Confi- 


dence and Boldneſs, when they 


haveloſt their Innocency and In- 


tegrity, and cannot, nor will 
not be perſuaded hat God 
ſhould 


_—_— 
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ſhould be fo angry and incenſed 
for ſuch ſmall matters. 

III. If they are ar all moved 
with theſe things, yer they think 
that a {light and formal Kepen- 
tance will ſuffice to make amends 
for all : They pacifie their Con- 
{ciences, and think they appeaſe 
God alſo, by crying him Mercy; 
and find itas eaf1e a matter to re- 
pent of their Sins,as 1t 15 to com- 
mit them. And therefore cer- 
_tainly cheſe Men muſt needs 
haye very {light Thoughts of 


Sin, whocan be ſo caſily temp- 


ted to commit it, and are fo hard 


to be brought to repent of -it ; 


or if they do, yet is it fo ſlight- 
ly and ſuperficially, as if they 
feared the Amends would be 
greater than the Injury. 

I come now to the Second 


Thing , and that is , to ſhew © of 5m 


ners making 


what it 1s that induceth and pet- tg: of $i. 


C4 ſuaderh 


SL) 
o 
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ſuadeth wicked Men to make fo 
light of their Sins. 

Now there are theſe Two 
things that make Sinners to ac- 
count their Sins 11ight and trivi- 
al Matters. 

I. I, Becauſe they ſee fo few In- 
Simers mt ſtances of God's dread Wrathand 


bein g exemplas 


:il;_puniſed, Vengeance executed on Sinners 
hgh of in this Life ; and thoſe rare Ones 
oy chat are extant and viſible, they 
1mpute rather to Chance , than 
to the Retribution of Divine Ju- 
| > - {tice: And therefore, upon their 
| own Impunity, and the. Impu- 
nity of others , they conclude, 
That certainly Sin 3 isno ſuch het- 
nous thing as ſome ſowre, tetri- 
cal People would fain perſuade 
the World to believe : And fo 
th ey CIY Peace, Peace, to them- 
Deut. 29. 19. ſel yes, though they go on inthe Fro- 
wardneſs of their Hearts adding Ini- 
quity to Sin. Becaule God fo long 
winks 


— 
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him blind, or at leaſt , that he 
doth not much diſallow thoſe 
Sins which he doth not preſently 
puniſh. Indeed , it would be 
ſomewhat difficulc to anſwer this 
Argument, were this preſent Life 
the appoinged Time of Recom- 
pence. No, but God reſeryeth 
his Wrath and Vengeance to a 
more publick, and more dread- 
ful Execution of it, than any can 
bein this Life. Though now thou 
feeleſt no Effects of God'sWrath, 
yet, believe it, the Storm is but 
all this while gathering : Burt 
when thou launcheſt forth into 
the boundleſs Ocean of Eterni- 


ty, then, and perhaps never be- 


fore then, will it break upon 
thee in a Tempeſt of Fury, and 
drown thy Soul in. Perdition 
| 2nd Deſtruction. 


H, Ano- 


winks at them, they conclude 


— 
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2. 
Sinners make 
tight of Sin, 
becauſe it is 
no real Injury 
fo God. 


LO — 


II. Another thing that makes 
wicked Men think fo {light of 
Sin, 1s that it cannot affect God 
with any real Injury ; for as he 
15 not benefited by our Services, 
fo he is not wronged by our Ini- 


. quities: 'Tis true, could our 


Sins reach God, could they de- 
throne him, or rend off any of ' 
his glorious Atrributes from his 


1mmutable Eflence, there might 
then be great Reaſon why God 


ſhould ſo ſeverely reyenge them, 


and we for eyer deteſt and ab- 
hor them : But fince his Glory 
is free from any Stain, and his 
Being from any Wrong and Pre- 
Judice ,: our Sins are nothing to 
him, nor is thereany Reaſon we 
ſhowld judge them heinous and - 


provoking. 


'Tis true, O Seer, thy Sins 


- Can never invade God's Eflence 


that is jnfinitely aboye the At- 
| cempts 
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rempts of Men or Devils, bur 


yer eyerywicked Wretch would, 


if he could, dethrone God : Sin- 
ners would not haye him be fa 
holy, nor ſo juſt as he is; not 
foholy in hating of their Sins, 
nor ſo juſtin puniſhing of chem; 
that 1s, they would not have 
him to be God ; for 1t is necef- 
fary that God ſhould be as he is. 
Sinners do really contradict 
God's Purity , rebel againſt his 
Sovereignty , violate his Com- 
mands, defie his Juſtice, pro- 
voke his Mercy , deſpiſe his 
 'Threatnings , and hinder the 


Ma nifeſtations of his Glory to 
_ the World : And is all this no- 
thing 2 Every Sinner hath fo. 


much Poyſon and Venom in 
him, that he would even ſpit it 
in the Face of God himſelf, if 
he could reach bim : But bes 
cauſe God 1s in himſelf ſecure 
from 
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from their impotentAſlaults, Sin 


ſhews its Spight againſt him in | 


what it can; defaceth his Image 
where-eyer it comes, aboliſherh 
all Structures and Lineaments of 


God in the Soul, and would ba- 


niſh his Name , his Fear, his 
Worſhip from offthe Face of the 


' whole Farth : And therefore 


thou who art guilty of this Re- 
bellion againſt the great Majeſty 
of Heaven, canſ(t thou yet think 
thy Sins to be {light and inconſ1- 
derable, and not worth either 
the Cogriizance , Or the Ven- 
geance of the Almighty ? .Be- 


| lieve it, the Pay 1s coming, and 


will not tarry, when that Guilc 
which thou now carrieſt 1o 
peaceably in thy Boſom , and 
which , like a frozen -and be- 
numb'd Serpent, ſtirrs not, nor 
{tings not , ſhall, when heated 


wm the Flames of Hell, fly-in 
thy || 


—_——_. 
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thy Face, and appear in all its | 


native and genuine Deformities 
and Horrour , and overwhelm 
thy Soul with Everlaſting An- 
guiſh and Torment ; and then, 
but too late, then wilt thou ex- 
claim againſt thy felf, as being 


worlſe than 4 Fool, 0) y Mad-man, | 


for thinking ſo {leghrly of, and 
making a Mock art that which 
- hath eternally ruind and de- 
{troyed thee. 

And having thus ſhewd you 
briefly , that wicked Men do 
make light of Sin, and the In- 
ducements that tempt them to 
 1t. | TI ſhall now, inthe 

Third place , ſhew you their 
great and inexcuſable Folly in ſo 


any inſenſate Man, neyer any 


that was wholly abandond by 


his Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
guilty of a greater Folly than this 
1s ; For, | I. Is 


29 - 
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The Folly of 

. - Sinners in mae 
doing. And certainly neyer was king lighe of 
Sin, appears 
in that they 


_ *. 


5m 


T he Folly of Sinners in 


—— 


T. 


. 
; 


2. 


Sinners Folly 
| great, in ens 


curing upon a UNCET cain 


tain Guilt, 
ES. ther God may cut thee off, O 
uncertain Re= © 
_ pentance. 


1. Isitnot moſt egregiousPo/- - 


mt o r2er /y and Madneſs. for any .to do 


that, which yet they hope they 
ſhall live to repent that eyer they | 
did it ? This 1s ſuch a Polly, as 
all the Extravagances of Fouls 
could never match; and yet this 
moſt wicked Men are gutlty of : 
They boldly ruſh intoSin, only 
upon this preſumptuous Conti- 
dence, that they may- hereafter 
be ſorry that now they did it. 
In which their Folly 1s doubly 
notorious, 1n that 

1. They yenture upon a cer- 
tain Gull in hope of an uncer- _ 
rain Repentance. And, 

2. In that they take up their 
unprofitable Sins upon fo great 
and burthenſome an Intereſt. 

1. In that they venture upon 
a certain Guilt, in hopes of an 
Repentance. For et- 


Sinner, 


DB — 
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Sinner, in the yery Act of that 
Sin which thou intendeſt to re- 


gent of hereafter: Or, if he af- 
ford thee T 1me for Repentance ,' 


he may withold his Grace, and 
in his juſt and righteous, bur yet 
fearfyl Judgment , ſeal thee up 
under Hardneſs and Impeniten- 


cy, that thou ſhalt go on, treaſu- rom. >. +. 


ring up to thy ſelf Wrath agamſt the 
Day of Wrath. Andif either of 
theſe , through the righteous 
Judgment of God, ſhould hap- 
pen unto thee, what a deplora- 
| ble Fol wilt thou prove thy ſelf 
to be, that ſinneſt out of Hopes 
of Repentance, and of a Re- 
pentance which perhaps will ne- 
ver be granted? Alas ? How 
many hath God, in his ſignal 
Vengeance, cur off, by ſome re- 
 markable ſtroke, with an Oath, 

or Curſe, or Blaſphemy in their 

Mouths, ſcarce fully pronoun» 

| W ced ? 


——_——_——_—_— IT 
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ced ? How many,” with their 
drunken Vomits gogling in their 


very Throats: How many, 


while their Souls have been bur- 


ning with theirluſtfulEmbraces, 


have eyen then been caſt into 
Hell, and-burnat up with Eyer- 
laſting Fire? Or, if Vengeance 
ſhould ſpare thee for a while, O 
Sinner, yet thou knoweſt not 
how ſoon it will {trike thee: Ic 
1s great Folly to expect theWar- 


_ ning of 2 ſick Bed ; Death often 


ſurprizes by ſudden Caſualries, 
or by ſome Diſeaſes as ſudden as 
Caſualties ; and there are many 


Ways of Dying, beſides Conſum- 


ptions, Agues, and Dropfies, the 


lingring Fore-runners of an ap- 


Soul in thy Health, with ſuch 


proaching Diſſolution. Bur if 
God ſhould caſt thee downupon 
a ſick Bed, he may juſtly viſit 
thee, who haſt neglected: thy 


Diſtem- 


te. AMls. 
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Diſtempers as may make thee 
not only unfit, but ſuch as may 


render thee uncapable of doing - 


thy laſt kind Office for it. It 1 
Folly to expect the Admonition 


, J - 4 - 4?" > "0 
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of Old Age: Alas ! the 4lmond- Ecceſ. 12.5. 


Tree doth not every where flou- | 
riſþ; and it is not one, to many. 
Thouſands that lay down an 


Hoary Head in the Bed of the Prov. 16.51: 


Grave: . But grant thou couldſt 
beaflured of the Continuance of 
thy Life, yet is 1t not egregious 
Folly to ſ1hin hope of repenting, 
wheneyery Act of.Sin will make 
thy Repentance the more difficult, 
1& not impoſhble ? The older 
thou groweſt, {till the niore de- 
Iperate is thy Caſe ; for thy Sins 
w1ll be the more rooted and ha- 
| biruated in thee, and thy Heart 

the more hardned to re(1{t the 


Grace of God : So that, upon 
all Accounts, thy Repentance is 
EY mo 


moſt uicertain ; and the longer 
thou continueſt in Sin; {till the 
more unlikely and improbable. 
And then judge, thou thy ſelf, 


neſs and Folly, to make ſo light, 


Repenting. But | 
2. 2. Suppoſe it. were moſt ins 
vm: great fallibly certain that thou ſhalt 
chaſs the Pleas repent, yet. none but Fools will 
£114 5: takeupthe Pleaſures of Sin upon 
prone. the Sorrow, Anguiſh, and Bit- 
terneſs of a true and hearty Re- 
pentance. Doſt thou ſeriouſly 
conlider what Repentance 1s ? "It 
is not a tranſitory Wiſh, a warm 
Sigh, er a languiſhing Lird have 
Mercy, 1a a Diſtreſs, or on a ſick 
Bed; (and yet even theſe can- 
not be without judging and con- 
demning themſelves for Fools , 


when they ſinned :) No, but 
Kepen: 


T he Folly of Sinners in 


whether it be not extream Mad- 


or no Account of Sinning, be- 
. cauſe thou makeſt account of 
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Repentance is the breaking of the 


Heart, a rending of the very 
Soul in pieces : The uſual Pre- 
paratives to It are ghaſtly Fears 


. Y and Terrours, ſharp and-dread- 
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ful Convictions, that will even + 


ſearch thy very Bowels , break 
thy Bones, and burn up thy very 


. Marrow within thee. Wore 


eſpecially doth God deal thus 
terribly with veterane, old, con- 


firmed Sinners, making Repen- 


tance more bitter to them, than 
to others, that they may ſee-and 


| confeſs themſelves Fools , in in- 


dulging themſelyes in their Sins, 


.1n hopes of repenting for them. 


Say then ; when the Devzl and 
thine own Luſts tempt thee to 
any Sin; ſay, If I commit chis 


Sin, either I ſhall repent of it, 
or I ſhall not ; if I neyer re- 


pent of it, as it is a hazard whe- 
ther I ſhall or no, what is there 
D 2 in 
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Six will make 
Sianers & pubs 
{ick Scorn to 


in Sin, that can recompence the 
everlaſting Pain of Damnation? 
If I ſhall repent, what is there 
in the Sin, that can recompence 
the Anguiſh and Bitterneſs of 
Repentance ? 'T his is ſuch an un- 
anſwerable Dilemma, that all the 
Craft and Subtilty of Hell can iſ 
never ſolye. Andif we would but | 
always keep this fixed in our 
Minds, it were impoſlible that 
ever we ſhould make {ſlight of 
Sin. While thou thus argueſt, 
thou argueſt ſolidly and wiſely; 
but to fay I will fin, becauſe per-}} 
haps I may repent, 1s quite be-| , 
low the meaneſt Capacity that] , 
ever ownd the leaſt Glimpſe of |. 
Senſe and Reaſon. ; 
IT. Is it not Folly to make 2 | 7 
Mock at that which will be ſure ; 
p 

c 

F 


to pay thee home, and to make 
a publick Mcck and Scorn of thee 
to the whole World z How 
nn many | 
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many haye their Sins and V ices 
made infamous among Men ? 
'| They are a Shame, and a Re- 
'B proach to all that are but of a 
F civil and ſober Converſe ; and 


they are to Vertue ? But how- 
1' cyer, certainly all wicked and 
CE ungodly Men $hall be made a 
if publick Scorn and Derifion to 
UN all the World, both God, An- 
t gels, and Men : God will mock 
> at them, he tells them fo ex- 
2} preſly, for ſo the Wiſe Man 


ſpeaks ; Becauſe you have ſet al Prov.1. 25,26. 


"| movght all my Counſel, and would 
TY none of my Reproof*; 1 alſo will laugh 
at your Calamity, and mock when 
your Fear cometh ; when your Fear 
cometh as a Deſolation, and your 
Deſftruftion cometh like a Whirl- 
wind. All their Sins and Deeds 
of Wickedneſs ſhall then be cx- 


.>—— << Cd Cd Co» we 
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as much loſt to Reputation, as 


poſed to the open View and _ 


= 


The Folly of Sinners in ' 


A 


© The Folly of 
Sinners to 
agmn their 


Souls for Sin. thee c Art thou ſuch all Idiot, a5 


Contempt of Saznts and 4ngels, 
who ſhall ſubſcribe to the righ- 
teous Doom of their Condem- 
nation. Devils will then up-ll 
braid their Folly, and triumph 
thar they have outwitted them 
into the ſame moſt miſerable 
and deplorable State with them- 
ſelves. Think now, O Szmer! 
How wilt thou be able to hold 
up thy guilty Head, and thy 
amazed and confounded Face ? 
Whither,Oh whither cenſt thou 
cauſe thy Shame to go, when 
Men and Angels ſhall point and} 
hiſs at thee, and thy Polly ſhall be 
proclaimed as loud as the laſt 
Trumpet , which Heaven and 
Farth, and all the World ſhall 
hear ? . 

HI. Is it not the Foolishneſs 
of PFelly it ſelf, to make light of 
that which will for ever damn 


to 
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Damnatzoz it {elf a {light Matter ? 
What 1s it then that makes thee 
think Sin fo linall and trifling a 


'S thing ? bor He!/, and Death, and 
' Eternal Wrath are certainly en- 


faild upon it. Confider what 
a moſt cutting Reflex:on it will 
be to thee in Hel, when thou 


ſhalt for ever cry out upon, and 


curſe thy ſelt fora wretched Fov!, 
that eyer thou ſhould{t make 
{light of choſe Sins which would 
damn thee. What was there in 
them, for which thou haſt forfet- 


redHeaven,and Everlaſting Hap- 


pineſs, but only a little impure 
brutiſh Pleaſure ? And now that 
1t is paſt and gone, what remains 
of them, bur only the bitter.Re- 
membrances ? Certainly thou 
wilt ten thouſand times, and for 


ever call thy (elf an accurſed 


Fool for ſo doing, when it 1s too 
D 4 late 


to - ACCOUNT Hell a4 Trifle, and 
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late to help ir. Be perſuaded 
thereforenow to be wile betimes 
for your Souls ; elſe you alſo 
will, when there i is no Redreſs, 
curſe your own Felly, that hath 
brought upon' you all thoſe Ex- 
tremities of Woe and Anguiſh. 
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REV. xxii. 14- 
Bleſſed are they that do his 
 Commandments,that they 
may have Right to the 
Tree of Life, and may 
enter through the Gates 
into the City. 


"THeſe Words which I have 
now read, conſiſt of theſe 
T'wo Parts : 
Firft, A Propoſition. And, 
Secondly , A Proof of thi is 
Propoſition. 
Firſt, A Propoſition, in theſe P:ojfmef he 
Words, that They that do God's "F_ 
C Commandments, are - bleſſed 
| $ Smt 
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” Secondly, Here 1s the Proof * of | 


this Ploien.; 1n theſeWords, 
that They have a Right to the Tree | 
of Life, gay (hall enter through the 
Gates into the City. 

It is the Connection of both 
theſe together, that I intend © 
chiefly to ſpeak unto. Only 
give me leaye, as a Preliminary 
to the enſuing Diſcourſe, to ſhew 
you what is contained in thefirſt 
and great Word in myText ; and 
that is, the Word Bleſſed. 

There is therefore, a T wofold 
Beatitude, or Bleſſedneſs : The 
One1s verſed? and conſummate; the 
Other zmtzal and incompleat. The 
former 1s the CompleCtion of all 
Good pertectiveof our Natures, 
and our entire and ſatisfying En- 
joyment of it. This Blefledneſs 
now 1s only attainable in Hea- 
ven; for God alone 1s tke Cen- 


tre of all Good, and all the Good 
chat 
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that is deſirable in this World , 
are but ſo many Lines drawn 
from the Centre, to the utmoſt 
Circumference of the Creation. 
There 1s nothing that can ſupply 
the Wants, perform the Hopes, 
fulfil the Delires, without Con- 
finement circumſcribe, without 
cloying fatisfie the moſt enlar- 
ged Capacities ofa RationalSoul, 
but only that God who is infi- 
nitely, univerſally, and indefe- 
Ctively good ; and therefore he 
alone 1s our objective Happineſs: 
and our formal Happineſs is our 
Relation to, and Union with 
this All-comprehenfive and In- 
comprehenſ1ble Good. Our Aſ- 
{1milation to him, and Partici- 
pation from him , of all thoſe 
PerfeEtions which our Natures 
are capable of enjoying, bur our 
Underſtandings notnow capable 
of knowing. Bur this couſummate 


Bleſſedueſs, 
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Such as mo 
Goad'”s:Coms- 
manaments, 
ave bleſſed in 
. Four ReſpetTs. 


In the Seed. 


| Phal 97.2, 


Bleſſedneſs, 15 reſerved for our 
unknown Reward hereafter, and 
is nor that which my Text here 
ſpeaks of. 

There 15 therefore an :mperfet? 
and nitial Bleffedneſs, which con- 
{i{ts in a Preparatzon for, and a 
Tendency unto the other : As 
thoſe are ſa! o be accurſed, 


whoſe Sins and V iczs prepare 


* 
* 


them for Eterna} erdition - ſo 
thoſe likewiſe are {21d to ve blef- 
ſed, whoſe Grace aiid Holineſs 
prepare them tor - Eternal Bliſs 
and Happineſs. 

Now ſuch as theſe are bleſſed 
in a Fourfold Reſpect. 

Firſt, They are bleſſed, in Se- 
mine, 1n the Seed : They go forth 
bearing precious Seed , and ſhall 
doubtleſs rejoyce in a plentifull 
Haryeſt: So the Pſalmiſt tells ns, 
Pal. 97. 11. Light is ſown for the 


| Righteous, and Gladneſs for the Up- 


right 


_—_— 
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often appear Clods of Earth 
ploughed up,harrowed, and bro- 
ken with Affliction ; yet isthere 
that bleſſed Seed caſt into them, 


that will certainly ſprout up to 


WW, 
"= 


Immortality, and Eternal Life, 


as all the Beauties of a Flower 
lie couched in a ſmall unſightly 
Seed : And fo truly Grace is 


Glory in the Seed ; and Glory is 


but Grace full blown. 
Secondly, They are bleſſed #n 


have already received ſome part 


of their Eternal Felicity, in the 


Graces and Conſolations of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; whichare therefore 


called the Firſt-Fruits of theSpirit, Rom, 8. 23; 


by theApoſtle,Rom. 8.2 3. and the 


Earneſt of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 1. 22, 2 Cor. r. 22. 
and the Earneſt of our Inheritance, Eptec «. 14. 


Epheſ. 1. 14- Now, as the Far- 
neſt is always part of the Bar- 
gain, 


ht in Heart. And though they - ; 


In the Firſts 


primitis,in the Firſt-Fruits. They * * 


IE 
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Epheſ. 1. 3. 


ty 


oain, and the Firit-Fruits are al- 


ways of the ſame kind with the 
whole Harveſt , ſo is it here ; 
the Graces and Comforts of the 
Holy Ghoſt , are the very fame 
now, that they ſhall be in Hea- 
ven it ſelf : And therefore the 
Apoſtle bleſſeth God,who hath bleſſed 
us with ſpiritual Bleſſmgs im heaven- 
ly Things in Chriſt. Better indeed 
they shall be in Heaven, bur not 


other. Here our Graces often lan-. 


ouiſh under the Load and Preſ- 


- ſure of Corruption, but in Hea- 


yen they ſhall be for ever vigo- 


rous and triumphant : Here our | 


Watersof Comfort often fail us, 
our Ciſtern is often dried up, and 
our Bottle ſpent ; but in Heaven 
we ſhall for eyer lic at the Foun- 
tain of Living Waters, and take 
in Divine Communications ,. as 
they immediately low from the 
Divine Eſſence, without having 
| * them 
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Ce. 


chem deadned or flatted in the 
Conveyance. Burt yer, both by 
theſe imperfect Graces and Com- 
forts, we dotruly and properlyen- 
joyGod; the Enjoyment of whom 
in any meaſure is Happineſs, but 
in the higheſt meaſure is Heaven 
it ſelf, If therefore the Maſs and 
Lump be Bleſſedneſs, the Firſt- 

Fruits muſt be bleſſed alſo. 
Thirdly, They are bleſled 27 
Spe, in Hope ; whence 1t 1s cal- 


Hope. A blefled Hope it is, be- 
| cauſe that which we hope for is 
Eternal Bleſſedneſs. The Hope 
of worldly T hings 15 commonly 
more tormenting, than the En- 
joyment of them can be {Afisfy- 
ing. Ic is an Hope that vitiates 
and deflowers its Object, and fo 
mightily Over-rates them in the 
Fancy, that when they come to 
paſs, our Hope 1s rather fruſtra- 
_ 


IIL 


Bleſſed in 
Hope. 


led by the Apottle, That bleſſed Tis x. 13. 


—— 
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Two Properties 
of a Chriſtian's 
Hope. 


ted than accompliſhed : And 
were it not for.that Impatience, 
which is the conſtant Attendant 
of this Hope, it would be a Pro- 


blem hard to be reſolved, whe- | 
ther ExpeRtation or Fruitton, 


were the more cligible Eſtate, 
Vain therefore and wretched 
muſt needs be the Hopes of thoſe 
things, which cannot anſwer 
what 1s expected from them; 
like a Golden Dream to a Beg- 
car, or the Dream of a furniſhd 
Table to one that is hunger- 
ſtaryvd. But now the Hopes of 
Heaven can neyer 1mpoveriſh 
the Glories of it, for they are in- 
finite and inexhauſtible 5 and 
God harh laid up for his , that 
which the Heart of Man cannot 
COncelye:; —- 

A Chriſtian's Hope hath Two 
Prerogatives aboye any worldly 
Hope. 


' One + 


at ths ao ” ——Y Ce. 
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\ One is, That it may atrain 
to a full and final Aſſurance, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the Hebrews: 


where he calls it, The full Aſſu- txv.s. ri. 
France of Hope unto the End; An 
| Hope it 1s, becauſe the Object of 


it 1s 2 future Good deſired and 


expected . Bur yer it 1s an Hope 


that is joined with a full Afu- 
rance of the Event ; an Hope 
that may flower up into ſuch a 
Certatnty, as to have no Mix-. 
ture of Fear or Doubting 1n its 
Compoſition ; but may be as. 
ſureof the Heavenly Inheritance; 
as if ourReverſton were already 
in actual Poſſeſhon : Whereas 
Worldly Hope can never be ſe- 
cure, but ſome Proyidence or 
other may interpoſe, to drſap- 
POINT 1C; | | 

The other Prerogat:ve of 4 


Chriſtian's Hope; is, that chough 


it be thus fully aſſured; yer the 
"0 £ceom- 


True Happineſs. 


Accompliſhment of it ſhall al. 
ways have the ſweet Reliſh of 
Surprize and Wonder ; forthe 
Happineſs will be far greater 


than the Hope, and the Inheri- 


tance Jarger than the ExpeCta- 


tion ; whereas . Earthly Hopes, 


if they grow to any degree of 
Confidence of Succeſs, upon Fru- 
{tration they turn into Impa- 
tience and Rage : Or if perhaps 
they do ſucceed , the Sweetneſs 
of the Accomplithment was long 
before ſuck'd our and devoured 


by our greedy Expectation ; the | 


Game 1s torn and eaten , before 
the Huntſ-man can come in. And 


upon bath theſe Accounts, the | 


pzous and obedient Chriſtian 1s 
bleſſed in Hope : It is a bleſſed 
Hope that ſhall certainly be ac- 
compliſhed ; and a blefſedHope, 
theaccompliſhingof which ſhall 
intinitcly exceed our ExpeCta- 

ONS, 
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tions , and fill us, not wich 


Shame, but Eternal Admiration 
and Wonder. | 
Fourthly, They are bleſſcd in 


© Right and 7itle : And upon this 


1 _ ron >: CD ww TD CD trawl JJ A GW 8 4 
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yery Account eſpecially my Text 
pronounceth thoſe bleſſed that 
do God's Commandments , becauſe 
they have a Right to the Tree of Life, 
md to enter in through the Gates 1n- 
to the City: - 

Now theſe Expreſſions, ac- 
cording to the Genius and Style 
of this whole Book, are myſti- 


| cal and allufive; and for the ex> 


paining of them I muſt ſhew, 
Firſt, What the Tree of Life is. 


Secondly, What is this C ity, n- 


to which they have a Right to enter, 
Thirdly, What it 1s to enter 

through the Gates into the City. 
Pourthly , What Right it 1s 
which Obedzence- to God's Com- 
E 2 


mand-. 


BY. 


Bleſſed iii 
Right, 


z 
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T. 


TVhat the Tree 


of Life ©, 


Rev. 22. 2. 


| Ju P dfee < : 


qielded her Fruit every Month ; anl 


mandments gives us to the Trees 
Life, and to enter into the City. |, 

For the F:rſt of theſe, Wha 
this Tree of Life 8? 

I anſwer , We find Mention 
made of this Tree of Life in Two 
other places of this dark Prophe- 
cy; the one 1s in Ver. 2. of thi 
Chapter : On either Side of the B6 
Ver was there the Tree of Life,whid 
bare twelve manner of Pruits, anl 


the Leaves of the Tree were for il 
healing of the Nations. But thi 
very probably , may be only a 
Enigmatical Repreſentation « 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel ; It 
us then conſult the other place 
where Mention 1s made of hf 


m=_ —— C3 ee A, mew op = OS a ion $a ee noe 


=_— Tree of Lafe, and that 1s inRey.2.74 y 
4 Rev. 2 7. * To him that overcometh will I giv a 

| lo eat of the Tree of Life, that is inth {1 
midſt of the Paradiſe of God. Now h 

this carries a plainAlluſ1on to chal a 


Deſcrip 


nA 
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Deſcription of the Earthly Para- 
diſe of which we read, Gen. 2. g. 


at where it 1 ſaid \ God planted the Gen. 2. 9. 


Tree of Life in the midſt of the Gar- 
JM dz. Now this Tree of Life Was 
vol fo called, not that it had any 
x natural Vertue to perpetuate 
Man's Life to Immortality, bur 
only from its typical and ſacra- 
mental Uſe ; God having appoin- | 
ted che Eating thereof as a Sign 
and Pledge of our Immortality, 
had we continued in our Inno- 
cency and Obedience. And 
a therefore we find, that upon the 
Wy Fall, God ſet a Guard upon this 
a I res, and as it were excommu- 
oj nicates {inful Adam from parta- 
F. k1ng of this Sacrament of the Co- 
m4 venant of Works, which was both 
Wa dign and Scal of Immorrality ; 
Md fignifying thereby, rhac Sinners 
MW have no Right to Eternal Life, 
1 according to rhe Terms of the 
E 3 firſt 
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II. 


[hat is meant 
by "_ City. 


Rev.21.15,14. 


firſt Covenant : Burt this Right 
being again reſtored to us by ] Te 
ſus Chritt, therefore they are 
pronounced bleſſed that do God' 
Command inents, becauſe they have q 
Right to the Tres of Life; z that is, 
ro that Eternal Life and Immor- 
tality which is brought to light 
by the Goſpel, and to which the 
Tree of Life in Paradiſe WAS 4 
Sacrament and Emblem. 
Secondly, Let us enquire what 
is this City, into which thoſe that 
do God's Commandments {ball enter? 
and we have a moſt large and | 
glorious Deſcription made of it 
in Chap. 21, of this Book, from 
Per. 10. to the end of the C hapter. 
and, in brief, it is nothing elſe 
bur Heaven ; the New Jeruſalem, 
that-holy City, the City of the Living 


Ged , mnto whic þ no unclean thing 


Rev. 22. rs. ſhall evter, {tor without are Dogs, 


ana Sorcerers, and Whore-mongers 
; J 


and 
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aud Idolaters, and whoſoever 1rveth 
and maketh a Lye. 

Thirdly, What is it to enter 
through the Gates mto this City? 

I anſwer, Though 1n the fore- 
going Chapter this City 1s deſcri- 
bed to have twelve Gates, and im 
them the Names of the T welveTribes 


of Iſrael, to ſignifie to us, that 


through the Grace of the Goſpel, 
there 15 a Paſlage and an Jnler 
into Heaven for all thoſe thar 
are true 1ſraelites ; yer, in true 
propriety of Speech, there is but 


| one Way, and but one Gate to 


Heayen : Yea, and our Say1our 
tells us, that Way 1s narrow, 
and that Gate 1s ſtrait ; for fo 


we find his Words ; Strat is the Matth. 7. 14 


Gate, and narrow 1s the Way, that 
leadeth unto Life, and few there be 
that find it. The Command- 
ments of God are this Gate to 
the Heavenly City, and the two 


HL. 


IWhat it is to 
enter through 
the Gates inis 


the City. 
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Pſal. 119. 96. 


"Fables of the Law are the two 
Leaves of this Gate , through 
which every one mult paſs, that 

WT 62 hopes to be admitted into the 


New Jeruſalem.* And although 
David ſeems to make this Gate 
very large, when he tells us, 
Thy Commandments are exceeding 


| broad ; yet. that is only to be un- 
derſtood concerning the Autho- 


rity of its InjunCtions, not of the 
Liberty of its Indulgence. Ir 1s 
exceeding broad in the Extent 
of its preceptive Power , for it 
preſcribes Rules to all our | 
Thoughts, Words, and ACtions, 
and to every Circumſtance of 
each; but it is exceeding narrow 
and ſtrait in the Scope and Al. 
lowance that it gives us ; that as 
ſoon may a Camel go through the 
Eye of a Needle, as we pals 
through this Gate with the Bur- 
chenof one unmortified Luſt, or 
one unrepented Sin, But 


o 


True Happineſs. Ti 
>| Bur why is it faid That thoſe Quelt 

1 that do God s C ommanaments may 

t fl enter through the Gates imto the City ? 

e | Can anyenter inas a Thief, or 

18 a Robber, over the Wall ? Or 
e 

2 

s 


can any, as an Enemy, ſcale 
theſe Erernal Ramparts, and 
take it by Invaſton 2 

| I anſwer : This is ſo expreſſed, Af. 

- | to denote the free Acceſs afd 
Admiſſion of thoſe into Heaven, 

s$| who are careful to obey the 

th Commandments of God upon 

tf] Earch : Such as theſe are free- 

r | born Citizens of Heaven ; their 

, | whole Eſtate, their whole Trat- 

ff fick, all cheir Treaſure and Live- 

v  lihood 1s laid up there ; they are 

| free Denizens by the Charter of 

s$| the New Covenanc, they may 

e | challenge Ingreſs as their Right 

$] and Due ; and he who hath the 

-= | Keys of David, who openeth and no Rev. 4. 7. 

y Man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and no 

C 1 Man 
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_- Man openeth, opens the Door to 
theſe, and lets them into thoſe 
Eternal Manſions », Which he 
hath purchaſed and prepared for 
them. | 
IV. The Pourth and laſt Query to 
ha: Right be enquired into, is Concerning | 


£4: - 'b+ that Right which Obedience to 
and io he Gods Commands pivyes us unto 
5297 69: this Tree of Life,and tothisHeaver- 
| {y City; that 1s, to Eternal Life and 
Glory, Now here I ſhall branch 
out this Query mro Two ; and 
ſo I ſhall ſhew you, 
I. I. What that Obed:ence 1s, which 
ves us-a Right to Heaven. 
2. IT. What that Rzght is, that 
Wear that 0- this Obedzence doth confirm. 
that i: menci = T, What that Obedzence 1s, 
Tr, whichgives usa Right to Heaven. 
y- 1 anſwer : Tt is not a Legal 
Not Legal Obe Obedience, or a perfect perſonal 
"= Righteouſneſs, that now gives 
us this Rzght to Heayen ; this 15 
very 


_—- 
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very plain, becauſe to conſtitute 
chis, 16 18 neceſſary that there be 
both Original Purity in our Na- 
tures, which fince the Fall is 
miſerably vitiated and cortupred; 

and alſo a Sinleſs PerfeCtion in 
our Lives, in the conſtant Ob: 

ſervation of every 1ota of the 
Law. both as to its Extention, 
and Intention ; that we obey it 
in every part and tittle of 3 it, and 
that our Obedience unto every 
part be raiſed to the higheſt de- 
gree of Loye, Zeal, and Cha- 
rity. - This Title was once good, 

be it is now loſt, by the Fall, 

in the common R aine "a Rub: * 
buſh of Mankind ; and he who 
hath not another Tztle, upon bet-. 
ter and eaſter Terms, will find 
Cherutirms , and the Flaming 
Sword of Divine Juſtice, {er to 
guard the Tree of Life from his 
Approaches ; as once they did 
trom guilty Adam. IL. There 


—— 
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2. 
JS: is Evanges 
lical Obedi- 
E7;Ce. 


IT. There is therefore another 
Obedtence which gives a Right un- 
to the Tree of Life ; and that 


18 an Eyangelical Obedience ; 


which, according to the Grace, 
Condeſcenſ1on , and Equity of 
the Goſpel , ſhall be accepted 
unto, and rewarded with Ever- 
laſting Happineſs. Now this 
Evangelical Obedience confifts 
not indeed in Innocency and 
Perfection,but in {1ncere Deſires, 
and proportionable Endeavyours 
after it ; when we {trive to the 


_ utmoſtto live holily,and to walk 


more ſtrictly with God, accor- 


_ ding to the Rules that he hath 


preſcribed us 1a his holy Word ; 
And it conf{ifts of Two Parts ; 
Mortification of our corrupt and 
{1nful Aﬀections , whereby we 
die daily unto Sin : And the Sp:- 
ritual Penovatim, and 'Quickning 
of our Graces, whereby we 1n- 
creale 
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creaſe daily in ſpiritual Strength, | 


' and make farther Progreſles in 


Holineſs and true Piety. And 
as it conſiſts of theſe T'wo Parts, 
ſo _ italſo theſe ewoAdjunds. 

. The one is, True Repen- 
nw tor our paſt Sins, reflecting 
upon them with Shame and Ha- 
tred, confeſſing and bewailing 
them with Sorrow and Gontri- 
tion, and endeayouring, with all 
Farneſtneſs and Sincerity, to ab- 
{tain from the Commiſſhon of 
the like for the future. 

2. The other is, A True and 
Lively Faith, whereby we rely 
on the Blood and Satisfaction of 
Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſhon 
of our'Sins ; and upon his per- 
fet Righteouſneſs, and preya- 
lent Interceſſion for the ACCep- 


tation and Reward of our im- 
perfect Obedience. 


Who- 
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What Right 
Qbedience 
gives to Etre 
nal Lije.x 


 Whoſoeyer doth thus ſincerely 


do the Commandments of God. 
uniyerfally and conſtantly, with 
his whole Strength and Mind, as 
chough he expected to be ſaved 
bythe Merits of his own Works; 
and yet, afterall, doth fo entirely 
rely on the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
for Salyation, as though he had 
never done any thing: Heit is,and 
he alone, who hath this Right 
unto the Tree of Eife , and ſhall 
enter through the Gates into the 
Heavenly City. For he doth his 
Commandments outof a ſipcere | 
Love ; and God, who 18 Love, 

will own his Sincerity. 

Secondly, I come now to con- 

{1der what that Reght is, ' which 
this Evangelical Obedience, or . 
doing the Commands of the 
Law, according to the Fayour 
and Mercy of the Goſpel, doth 
confer upon us, by virtue of - 
which 
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- | which we may afluredly expect 
Eternal Life. And here, 

I. Ic cannot be a Right of Pur- I. 
chace, or Merit. :It is a fooliſh Pre- $5 g% of 
ſumption, and intollerable Arro- 
gance, to think we can deſerve 
any thing at the hands of God, 
unleſs it be his Wrath by our 
Sins, For, | 

1, In all proper Merit there - 
muſt be an Equivalence , or at mp1. us: 
leaſt a proportion of Worth be- 24 
tween the Work , and the Re- 
ward : Which to imagine be- 
| tween our Obedience, and the 
Heavenly Glory, is to exalt the 
one infinitely too high, and to 
abaſe the other infinitely toolow. - 

What proportion is. there be- 
| tween a Cup of cold Water given to 

a Diſciple of Chriſt, and that O- 
cean of Everlaſting Joy and Plea- 

{ure, which ſhall be the Reward 
of it? A Man might more reca- 
ſonabiy 
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Job 22. 3. 


2. 


given freely. 


ſonably expect to buy Stars with | 
Counters,or topurchaſeaKingdom | 
with Two Mites, than think to F 
purchaſe the HeavenlyKingdom | 
by paying down his Duties, and | 
good Works, which are no way Þ 
profitable unto God, (For i zt a- Þ 
ny Pleaſure to the Almighty that 
thou art righteous ; or 1s tt any Gam | 
unto him, that thou makeſt thy Way | 
perfef? 2) and bear no more pro- | 
portion to the infinite Glory of 
Heaven, than a ſingle Cypher doth | 
to the numberleſs Sands of the | 


2. The very Grace that ena- | 
cracer2 9 bles us to do the Command- | 
ments of God, 1s freely beſtow- 
ed upon us by himſelf ; and | 
therefore the Obedience we per 
form unto him,merely byhis own 
Aſſiſtance, cannot be ſaid (with- 
out a grand Impropriety ) to me- 
ritany Rewatd from him. Such 


kind 
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kind of Merit is but an idle and 
frivolous pretence : For certainly, | 
he who gives me Money to buy an 
Eſtate of him, dothas freely give 
- me that Eſtate, as if I had never 
bought it of him , bur he had 
immediately beſtowed the Land 
upon me , and not the SUMIM of 
Money. 
3: All our Obedtence is imperfect, 

and therefore ; if it deſerve any 


thing, 1t 1s onlyPuniſhment for the ; i mpe- 


Defects and Failures of it. This/® 
Coin 15 not currant, this Metal 1s 
| baſe and adulterated , the Kings 
Stamp defaced and obliterated, che 
Edges Clipd.,and cheSuperſeripcion, 
which ſhould be on both {1des He- 
lineſs to the Lord, is on the Reyerfe 
at leaſt, 4 S exriffce to Hypoeriſu 125 
Formility » and Vain-Glory ; and 
thaefore this counterfeit 2 baſe 
Alloy will not paſs for Purchaſe- 
Money ; and had ' it what it de- 

EF {eryes, 


True H api neſs. 


4» 
Obedience 
is due 


from us. 


Luk. 17. 
9, Io. 


ſerves, 1t would be melred down 
in the Furnace of Hell. } 
4+ Suppoſe it were perfect,which 
it is not, yet 1$1t no more than our 
bounden Duty ; and Duty can ne- 
yer be meritorious. We are bound 
by the Law of Nature, and, as we 
are. Creatures who have received 
our Beings , and the Continuance 
and Preſeryation of them from God, 
to employ our ſelves faithfully and 
aſhduouſly in his Service ; 4 if, 
for our greater Encouragement 


+ therein, he hath promiſed, and will 


beſtow upon us a vaſt and uncon- 
ceivable Reward, we mult attri- 
bute it wholly to the Supereroga- 
tion of his free Bounty ; for with- 
our this, all our Seryices were due 
to him before. Thus our Saviou 
tells us,Doth the Maſter thank the Ser- 
vant becauſe he did the things that 
were commanded him ? I trow not. $0 


likewije ye; when you mn Fd have w” 
a 


A———— 
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all thoſe things that are commanded 
ou, ſay,(notina complemental way, 
but withTruth and Sincerity) we are 
unprofitable Servants, we have but doue 
that which was our Duty to do. And 
therefore certainly, if we cannot 
deſerve Thanks, much leſs can we 
deſerve ſo ample a Reward as 
Eternal Life : And therefore thoſe 


- that think to purchaſe Heaven and 


Eternal Life by doing that which 
is not commanded, nor their Duty, 


' will find a fearful Diſappointmenc 


of their preſumptuous Hopes , 
when they ſhall hear that ſad Gree- 
ting, Who bath required theſe things 
at your hands? | | 
This Reght theri of Merit and 


Purchaſe is excluded; and no Man 
can have a Right to Heaven upon + 


the Accourtt of the Worth and Va-' 
hae of kis Works. 


: F 2 There 
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Athreefold 
Right ro 
Heaveas. 
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There is therefore a Th#eefold 
Brgbt which they that do the Com- 
mandments of God, have to Heaven, 
and Eternal Happineſs. . . 

1. They have a Right of Evidence. 

2. They have a Right of Inheritance, 

3. They have a Right of Promiſe. 

1. Obedience to God's Com- 


4 Ri5h'ef mandments gives us a Reght of Evi- 


Evidence. 


dence to Eternal Life. He 1s judged 
to haye the beſt Right to an Eſtate, 
who can produce the beſtEvidence | 
for it. Now the beſt Evidence that 
can be ſhewn for Heaven, 1s our 


- unfeigned Obedience: All other 


things that Men may rely upon to 


- qultifie their Title, will prove but 


forged Deeds, to which only the 
Spirit of PreſumptionorEnthuſiaſm 
hath ſet his Seal, and not the Spirit 
of God; and therefore we fhd how 
miſerably che Confidence of thoſe 
Wretches were diſmounted , and 
their Hopes fruſtrated, who catne 
- with 


| 
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with Lord, Lord, Have we not pro- Manb*7. 


phefied in thy Name, and in thy Name. 
caſt out Devils, and m thyName have 
done many wonderful Works 2 All this 
may be, and yetbe no good Title, 


_ no good Eyidencefor Heaven ; for 


if thoſe who caſt out Devz/s, have 
not caſt out their Luſts ; if thoſe 


pvho prophefie in his Name, by their 


Sins d:ſhonour and blaſpheme chat 
Name: if thoſe who are Workers 
of Miracles, are yet Workers of I- 
n1quity, he profeſſeth againſt them, 
that. he knows them not 5 and com- 


mands them to depart from him for Matth. 7, * 


28, 23, 


ever, as Workers of Inzquity ; whereas 
on the contrary, we find a. joyful 
and bleſſed Sentence pronounced 
upon others, according tothe Eyv1- 
dence brought in for them by their 
g00d Works ; ſo our Lord himſelf 


cells us. Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, Matth.:5 
) ye Bleſſed of my ; 


mberit the Kingdom prepared for you :* © 
for I was bungry, and yegave me Meat; 
'3 for 


pn _IY 
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for I was thirſty Jand ye gave me Drink; 


a Stranger, and ye took me in; naked, 

and ye cloathed me ; fick and im Priſon, © 
and ye viſuted me. This Particle) t or | 

is not a Noteof Cauſality or Merit, 
but only of Evidence ; for as Ev:- 
adences prove our Rzght to our Poſ- 
ſeſſions, ſo likewiſe our Obedzence 
and good Works do effectually 
prove the R:ght which we have to 
Eternal Life, through Chriſt's Pur- 
chaſe, and Gods, free Donation ; 
and therefore the Evidence being 
clear, the Sentence muſt in Equity 
proceed accordingly. God, as a juſt 
and righteous Judge, inſtates them 
in the Poſſefſionof the Kingdom of 
Heaven, becauſe they vi/ited, and 
relieved, and cheriſhed his Son in his 
Members : Not that their Love to | 
him, or their Charity to them pur- 
chaſcd any ſuch Rzght ; but only 


proves and evinceth it : Tt 1s not 


the Cauſe of their Juſtification, but 
a Rea- 


A 
CPE IEEE 
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2 Reaſon why God declares them 
juſtified ; as the Deeds which I pro- 


duce are the Reaſon why anEitate 


1Sadjudged mine, though the Cauſe 
of my Title to it be either my own 


Purchaſe, or anothers Gift. As. 


therefore thoſe are faid to haye no 
Right nor Title ro what they pre- 
tend, who can ſhew no Evidence 
for it; ſo thoſe who obey not the 
holy Will and Commands of God, 
have no Rzght to the Tree of Life, 
becauſe they haye no Evidence to 
| ſhew, nor no Plea to urge for it, 
but will certainly be caſt m their 
Suit. 

2. Thoſe that do God's Com- 
mandments haye a Right of Heir- 
'fh1p,and Inberitance untoEternal Life; 
/ forthey are born of God, and there- 


fore Heaven is jheir Patrimony, 


their Paternal Eſtate; for ſo are 


the Words of the Apoſtle, Every 1Joha. 29. 


one that doth Righteouſneſs, is born of 
: þ 4 God : 


A Right of 
Heirſhip. 


— 


2. 


— 
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cn m— 


zJoh. 3. 9. 
to. 


Luk. 12. 
= -: 


Rom.8.17. 


God: And if they are'born of God, 
then , according to the Apoſtles. 
Argumentation, If Children, then 
Heirs, Heirs of God, and Foint Hers” 
with Chriſt,who is the Herrof all things, 
The Tal of thy Legitimation, 


| Whether thou art a true and ge- 


nuine Son of God, will lie upon 
thy Obedience to his Commands ; 
For im this, ſays the Apoſile, the Chil- 
arenof God are manifeſt, and the Chil- 

dren of the Devil : Whoſoever 1s born of 
God, doth not commit Sin 5 ana whoſe- 
ever doth not Righteouſneſs , 15 not of 
God. Now it by our Obedience 
and Dutitulneſs it appears that we 
are indeed the Children of. God, - 
our Father will certainly give us a 
Child's Portion, and that is no leſs 
than a Kingdom. So faith our Sa- 
viour, Fear not, little Flock; it 1s your 
Father s good pleaſure to give you the 

Kingdom.” - 


3. Thoſe 


True Happineſs. 
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3. Thoſe that do God's Com- 
mandments have a R:ght to Eternal 
Life,by Promiſeand Stipulation; and 


f therefore it is called Eternal Life, Ti. . >. 
| which God that cannot he hath promiſed. 


Indeed, the whole Tenour of the 
Goſpel 1s nothing elſe but che Ex- 


| hibition of this Promiſe, and a 


Commentupon ut. This is theSumm 
of the Goſpel, the Terms of the 


Covenant, the Indenture made be- 
eween God and Man ; If thou wilt matt.rg 
enter mto Life, ſays our Saviour, keep '7 


the Commandments. And in another 


place our Lord tells us, Not eve- Matth. 7. 


ry one that ſaith unto me Eord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the Kingdomof Heaven; 
but' he that doth the Will of my Father 
which 1s in Heaven. 


And thus you ſee what Right it 


15, that Obedience to the Com- 
mands of God gives us to Eternal 
{ Life: 4 Reghr of Evidence, a Right 
of Heirſhip, and a Right of Promiſe. 


But, 


4 Right of © 
romiſe. | 


——_ 


Works; Do this, and live ? And doth 
not this aboliſh the Law of Faith, Hy 


not the Office of Faith alone to convey 


Life 2? 
I anſwer, No, it doth no prejy 

dice unto Faith ; for we ſtillafirm, 
_ that our original and fundamental 


Luſwer. 


upon our Obedience, bur Cluiſt's; 


his Merits and Purchaſe, which 
through Faith, are imparted a1 
imputed to us. Yet give me leave 
to ſay, that I think the Notion.of 
_ Tuſtifying and Saving Faith is vary 
much, if not generally miſtaken by 


noble, and moſt vital Principk 
of Man, and yet is moſt unknown 


to eftabliſh the antiquated Covenant of 


that believeth ſhall be ſaved ? Is y- 


unto us a Right and Title unto Eterud 


Right to Heaven is grounded, not 


not upon our Works, but upon his; 


us: And as the Soul is the moſt 


* 
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to him what it is, and how it ope- | 
| rates; 
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rates ; ſo Faith, which is the vi- 
tal Principle of Chriſtians, and by 
which the Juſt are faid to live, 1s 
yet moſt unknown, both as to its 
Nature and Operations, unto the 
Generality of chem : Some place it 


in Aſſurance, ſome in Aﬀfanceand 


75 


Recumbence ; ſome in one Act of 


Faith, and ſome in another ; which 
areeither the Efects of Faithas true, 
or the Degrees of it as ſtrong, ra- 
ther than the proper and adequate 
Nature and Efſlence of it ; and then 
they mightily puzzle themſelves 
how to accord and reconcile Faith 
and Obedience in carrying on the 
oreatWork of our Salvation,which 
yet were never at a variance about 
it, but only in their miſtaken Hype- 
thefus : For what is Faith,butanAſ- 
ſent to a Teſtimony ? The yery 


force and 1mport of che Word can 
carry no other Senſe : And he that. 
_ faith he believes, muſt needs mean 


he belieyes ſome Record or Te- 
{timony ; 


726 Tre Happineſs. 


——— _—————__—— 


{timonyzor elſe he ſpeaks thatwhich 
neither himſelf, nor any other can 
underftand. Gonſequently there: 
fore a Divine Faith muſt be an Af 
fent to a Divine Teſtimony ; that 
1s, tothe Word of God contained 
1m the Holy Scriptures. But-now 
if chis Faith reſt only in a bare and 

_ naked Aﬀent to the Truth of Dt- 
vine Reyelation.it is but Hiſtorical 
and Dogmarical ; which, though 
it be a Divine Faith in reſpeCt of 

_ the Objects belteyed, yet 1s it but 

| Humane and Natural in reſpect of 

| its Principle and Motives. But 
| when this Afﬀent to the Truths of 

' the Scripture isJoined with propor- 

| tionable Aﬀections to thoſe] ruths, 

and doth excite us ro ACtions con- 
tormable to the Difcoveries of the 


ſtifying and Saving, - And certain- 
Obedience, as to be thought hardly 


tm, + 4 


Divine Will, therethis Faith is Ju- 
| Iy this 1s not fo very diſtant from | 


recort. 


4 
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reconcileable with it. © As for In- 
ſtance, A Man may give a bare Aſ- 
ſent to this great Goſpel-Truth;that 
Feſus Chriſt came ito the World to ſave 
S:nners, and yet this Faith may not 
fye him, becauſe it may be unope- 


rative, and paſs no farther than rhe 


Actof the Underſtanding : I his is 


adeadFaith, which can never bring . 


any Man to Heaven ; yea, ſuch a 


Faith as the yery Degi/gand Danned Jam.z. z9. 


Sp:rits 1n Hell have, who belreve and 


tremble. Another Man believes the 


ame Truth, and aſlents to the ſame - 


Propoſition ; bur thishis Aſſenc 1n- 


fluenceth his AﬀeCtions, and go- | 


rerns his Actions, 1n Conformity 
tothe Nature and Conſequences of 
ſuch a Belief : And becauſe he is 
allured that Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the World to be the Saviour of it, 


therefore he loyes him , truſts iQ 
him, relies upon him, hopes in his 
/ [Promiſes , and obeys. his Com- 

mands, 


_— 
—_ os ,- 
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ws: 8s. mands. And this, indeed, is a true 


Saving, Juſtifying Faith ; for $a; 
ving Faith is a firm Afſent unto the 
Truths of God reyealed in the holy 
Scriptures, working 1n us propots 
tionable Aﬀections and Actions 
He who ſo belieyes the Glory of Heas 
Ter ,, as to haye his Endeavour 
thereby quickned to uſe his utmoſt 
Diligence for the obtaining of it: 
He who ſo, beeves the Torments 
Hel, as thereby to be terrified from 
doing any thing that might expoſe 
him to ſo great and fearful a Gon- 
demnation : He who ſo belieys 
the Attributes of God, as thereby to' 
be excited to fear him for his Great 
neſs, to loye him for his Goodneſs, 
ro 1mitate him in his Bounty, Pu- 
rity, and Holineſs : He who fobe- 
lieves the 4ll-ſufficiency, Merits, and 
Medzatory Office of Feſus Chriſt, 8 
thereby to be engaged with all his 
Soul to loye him, to truſt in him 
| to 
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to rely upon him alone for Salya- 

tion, and to yield to him all ſincere 
Obedience, as the Law requires ; 
ſuch an one's Faith is Saving and 
Juſtifying. So that you ſee there 
s no ſuch Diſcord between Faith 
and Works, as ſome would imagine; 
for that Faith that faves us, muſt 


work by Love ; and thoſe Works Gal 5. 6. 


which capacitate us for Salvation, 


muſt be the Obedience of Fatth, as Rom. 16. 


it is called, Rom. 16. 26. 


Now, What is the End of all Uþe. 


this, but to preſs youto true practi- 
cal Holineſs, and a {tri&t Obedience 
to the Commandments of God 2 
If I ſhould go from one Perſon to 
another, and ask you one by one, 
Do you hope to be fayed 2 Where 
is the Man that would not teſtifie 
the Confidence of his Hopes, by 
his Diſdain at the Rueſtion ? Yea, 
but remember that Salvation is a 
licigious Claim, and you have a 

Power- 


| &o 
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powerful Adverſary that puts in a 
{trong Plea againſt you,even theJu- 
ſtice of God;and his Eternal Wrath 
and Vengeance ; whoſe Titletous, 
were it but better weighedand con- 
{dered, would wofully ſtagger the 
Hopesof moſt Men,and make their 
Faces gather Blackneſs, and ſmite 
their Hearts with Amazement, and 
their Knees with Trembling. In 
a Matter of ſuch infinite Impor- 
tance, it highly concerns us to ex« 
amine our Rzght and Tetle, and to 
peruſe and try our Evidences, leſt 


at the Day of Trial we be caſt in 


our Suit, and pay dreadful Dama- 
ges unto the Juſtice of God: 


Only thoſe who do God s Commana- 
ments have this Right to the Tree of 


_ Life. Chriſt hath indeed purcha- 


Heb.5.19. 


— 


Heb. 2.14. 


ſed Salyation for all, but he 1 the 
Author of Salvation only to thoſe who obey 
him, as the Author to the Hebrews 
ſpeaks: And,Without Holineſs no Man 


| (ball 
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ſhall ever ſee the Lord, The Inheri- - 


tance is indeed purchaſed, butwhere 
are your Eyidences of yourHezrſhip? 
Sirs, flatter not your ſelves withany 
ain Conceits of- tne Mercy of the 
Goſpel, in prejudice to the Autho- 
rity of the Law: The Commanid- 
ments are the Statute-Law of Gods 
Kingdom, the Goſpel is his Courc 
of Chancery ; bur neither Juſtice 
nor Equity will relieve thoſe who 
taye not done their utmoſt to ob- 
frye his Statute-Law ; and there- 
fore thoſe who indulge themſelves 
n their Sloth, and wilful Neglect, 
both of what they ' ought, and 
might have done, do but deceive 
their Souls with vain Hopes ; they 
haye no Rzght to the Eternal Inhert- 
tance, but their Portion muſt for 


rer be with Dogs and Swe, with- _ 


out the holy City into which no un- 
clean thing ſhall ever enter. And 
it any think this Legal Preaching, 
kt mine eyer be {0. | 


G THE 


—— —— 


he. 


THB 
IT"0n 


CHRIST; «4 | 


A CT. II. xxiv. 
Whom God hath raiſed up, ha 


wing looſed the Pains « 
Death, becauſe it was my 


poſſi ble that he —_ be 
Folder - 2 


Hriſtian Religion i is foundel 

upon ſuch myſterious ant 
ſupernatural Ir uchs, and the Prin 
ciples of it are ſo paradoxal to the 
received Opinions of Mankind, 
that the greateſt Perſecution it eye! 
found in the World, was not { 


mi:ch from Fire and Boy ord, Rack 
4nd 


The Reſurrettion, &c, 


and Tortures, the eyident Cruelties 
of the firſt Oppoſers of it, as 
from the Magiſterial DiCtates of 
partial and corrupt Reaſon. 
ThePhzloſophers, whomTertull:an 
calls the Patrons of Heret:cks, have 


_ eſtabliſhed Two peremptory Max- 


ms, Utterly repugnant unto what 
the Scripture reveals to us, both con- 
cerning our Happineſs and Com- 
fort: The one 1s, Ex nhilo, nihil ha- 
betur : Out of nothing, nothing can be 
made ; directly levell'd againſt the 
Creation of the World. And the 


| other IS, A privation? ad babitum non 


datur Regreſſus : There 13 0 Reſtora- 
tion of the ſame Being , after a total 
Corruption and Diſſolution of it ; which 
ſtill continues a great Prejudice a- 
gainſt the Reſurrection of our Bo- 
dies; which the Oracles of Reaſon 
have ſo much troubled che World 


with, that whatſoever ſeemd in 


the leaſt contradictory to it, they 
G 2 judged . 


The Reſurreftion 


A 


judged contradictory to common 
Senſe, and exploded it as ridiculous 


_ and opts Under theſe great 


Diſadvantages the Chriſtian Relrgion 
labourd, whilſt it not only ownd 
the Creazldln of the World out of 
nothing, formerly deſcribed by Me 


ſes ; but more clearly and openly 


atteſted the ReſurreEtion of the 
Dead, which before was not cither 
ſo clearly known, or ſo clearly pro- 
yed : for theſe DoCtrines were held 
fo abſurd by the great Sophiſters of 
the World, whoſe Minds were too 


deeply cindtur 'd with contrary Ne- | 


tions, that they look'd upon the 
Chriſi:an Feligton as a Delign ratha 
to deſtroy Reaſon, than to fave the 


Soul ; accounting it a very abſurd f 


thing t& believe in a crucified Sa- 
Viour, asbeing a Perſon weak and 
1:mpotent ; or the future Reſurre- 


Ct10n, as being a thing na im- 


poll, ble. 
- We 


—_w 


- of Chriſt. 3. 
We find the Apoſtle oo the © Corim- x Cor. «. 
thians complaining, that the Greeks, ** 
who were then the great Maſters of 
Wiſdom and Learning, eſteemed a 
crucified Chriſt Fooliſhnefs, and 
thought thoſe Men little befriend- 
ed by Reaſon, that would depend 
for Life upon one that loſt his own; 
and yenture to take off the Shame- 
fulneſs of the Croſs, or to (lence 
thoſe Scofls that were caft upon 
| them for their Credulicy, who af- 
firm the wonderful Reſurre@ion of 
| a dead Saytour , and his glorious 
"i Triumph over Deathand the Grave, 
For this ſeemed to them no other 
than to folye an Abſurdity by an 
Impoſhbility, and make Keafon 
| $ more ſuſpicious, in that they judg- 
ed the Fundamentals of Reaſon 
| | miſt beoverthrown, to make the 
- | Fundamentals ofChriftian'itzyanyway 
tolerable or poſtible. Wherefore 
wefind that eyen at /thens,that great 
G 3 Con- 


f 
k 


| 
' 


F '* Reſurredtion 


Concourſe of ' Wits, where all the 
SeZ of Philoſophers made their 
common R etreat ; yet when Saint 
Paul preached to chem Zeſue, and 
the Reſurrettion , this Doctrine 
ſeemd ſo abſurd -and fooliſh ta 
them, and fo contrary to all Prin- 


_ Ciples of right Reafon , that they 


forgot that Ciyility chat uſually 1s 
tound in Men of inquifitive Spl- 
rits,, and brake out into open Re- 


As:7.18 proaches and Revilings ; What will 


this Babler ſay? becauſe he preached 
to them Jeſus , and the Reſurreftun, 
No doubr they wanted not very 
ſpecious Arguments to urgeagainſt 
the Reſurrettion of the Body : As 
firſt, "The Impoſſibility of a Re- 
collection of the diſperſed Part!- 
cles of 'Men . refolyed into their 
Elements, and ſcatterd by the Four 
Winds of Heaven; though it might 
be very well retorted on the Epr- 


cureans, WRO diſputed with Saint 
Pant, 


—_—_— 
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Paul, again{t the Reſurre#on, that 
it was not fo unlikely a thing, chat 
there might be a: Re-union of the 
ſcatterd Parts of the ſame Man, 
as the fortuitous Concourſe of 
Atoms at the firſt Making of the 
World ; yetthis Objeftion oyerbore 
and preyail'd with Heathens, that 


when they burnt the Bodies of | 


Chriftzans, they caſt their Aſhes 
into the Rivers, to confute their 
Hopes of ever being raiſed 2gain ; 
from whence they ſhould be car- 
ried away into an unknown Ocean, 


and there be made the Sport of 


Winds and Waves. But what 


our Savwur ſays upon the ſame Oc= 


caſion to the Sadduces, may be ſaid- 


————— 


unto theſe Men ; Toru err, not know- Matth.22 


God : Forunleſs their Parts could 
be ſcatterd beyond the reach of 
Ommipotency, unlels they could be 


ground ſo ſmall, as to ſcape the 


G 4 Knows 


| np the Scriptures, nor the Power of © 


ee 
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Knowledge and Care of God, who 
ordercth and rangeth every Mote | 
that plays upand down inthe Sun- 
beams; this Diſper{tonof the Body 
proves not the Impoſhibility of their 
Linion, becauſe the Power and Pre- 
vidence of God will gather up e 
very Duſt, and rally:them together 
again, into the ſame Place and 
Order as now they are.  _ 

Another Argument againſt the 
Reſurref:onof the Body, may be the 
various Changes deadBodies under- 


- go; being firſt curnd into Earth, 


that again turnd into Graſs and 
Herbs,that becoming Nouriſhment 
for other Men or Beaſts, that Nou- 


_ T1ſhment again paſſing into their 


Subſtance, making a kind of Trarſ- 
migration Of Bodes, as Pythagoras 
would have there was of Souls : 


which is very evident in the Caſe 


of Anthropomorphites, and Men-Eat- 
ers, who have, of ſeveral parts of 
other 


poſlibiliry of the Effect; bur only 


LO — 
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other Men's Bodies, compounded 
their own. And ſo the ſame Que- 


on may bedemanded, which the 


Sadducesasked our Saviour,concern- 
ing theſeven Brethren that married 


the ſame Woman, whoſe Wife of 


the ſeven ſhe ſhould be at the Reſur- 
refion? So here, thoſe Parts that 


belonged to fo many Men,to which 


of them belong they in the Reſur- 
retion, without derriment to the 
reſt? Here the fame Anſwer oc- 


currs, that Chriſt gave them; ou — 


err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 


Power of God; who 1s the beſt 


Judge of Property, and canreſolve 
all choſe Parts, by which any Nou- 
riſhment hath been received by any 
other Creatures, unto their own 


proper Bodzes again. 


And thus it appears, theſe Argu- 
ments againſt the Reſurre&tion of the 
Body, amount not toprovethe Im- 


che 
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the Supernatural Almighty Power 
of the Efficient. Wherefore, gran- 
ting the Reſurref:on impoſſible, ac- 
cording to the Original Courle of 
Nacural Things, yet whenan Onp 
nipotentArm doth interpoſe,which 
gives Laws unto it, who dares to 
ſay, the Creature may be brought 
to ſuch a State of Diſſolution, as 
may out-reach the Dominion of 
the Almighty Creator. | 
Upon theſe Grounds it is, that | 


Mn x >— MS rr. 6 mt HANS. A... XX... 


AR. 26.8. the Apoſile urgeth, why it ſhould be NC 


thought a Strange and incredible thing, Nl ! 
that God ſhould raiſe the Dead ; and NW f 
in the Text, that he aſſerts the Re- I} { 
ſurreftion of Chriſs, And to pre- Þ| | 
vent any fallacious Cavils againſt Þ| * 
it, he ſhews, ( 

F :rſt,T hat God raiſed him from the || j 


Diviſion of Dead ; and therefore it was not to || 2 


' be accounted a thing © impoſſible, | 7 
{ince to God nothing could imply | ! 
a ContradiCtion. It 

Secondly, 


Jo of Chrift | 


. "Vecondly, He doth not only aſſerc . IL 


TCD NTT PV 7 = 2... 'S 


the Poſhbility, but che Impoſſibilt- 
ty of his final Continuance under 
the Power of Death. [I he Grave 
that graſps and retains all other 
Mortals , was not able to detain 
him who. hath Immortality and 
Lifedwelling in hunſelf : It was not' 
wſible be ſhould be bolder of it, there- 
fore God hath raiſed him yp, /oo/mg 
the Pains of Death. Whom God raiſed 
uw: Here 1s the Efhicient Cauſe of 
Chriſt's Reſurre&on, 1n the concur« 
rent ACtion of the whole Trinty ; 
for all that God doth out of him- 
ſelf. is aſcribed ro all the Three Per- 


FE fons. Sometimes it 15 alcrived to the 
| Father, as the 4poſile ſpeaks, The Ads3.13. 


God of Abraham,and of Ifaac, and of ** 
jacob; the God of our Fathers, hath 
glorified his Son Jeſus,whom ye delive- 
red up, and denied the Holy One, and 
the Fuſt,defuring a Murtherer ; and kil- 
led the Prince of Life, whom God hath 


raiſed 


The Reſurrettion 
raiſed from the Dead, Sometimes it is 
aſcribed to the Sm, who by the in- 
finite Power of his Divinity, raiſed 
up his Humane Nature from the/ 
Grave : So our Sayiour himſelf tel 

Joh. 3. 18. US, 1 Jay down my Life of my ſelf : 1 

have power to lay it down, and 1 haw 
power to take it up again. The ſame may 
| be colleted of the Holy Ghoſt, from 

Rom. 8. the Wordsof theApoſtle ; If the Spi- 

260 rit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the 

Dead dwell in you, be that raiſed up 
Chriſt from the Dead, ſhall alſo quicken ( 
our mortal Bodzes by his Spirit. Now BY} 

ifthe Spirit of God can quicken oufr if t 

Bodies,theſameSpirit alſo canquick I" 

en the Body of Chriſt,fince it is the Þ" 

ſame Spirit that quickens both the L 
Head, and the Members. 

Having looſed the Pains of Death: f 

In ſome Copies it is, Having loſed D 
the Pains of Hell ; which poſſibly Þ © 
eayeOccalion to that fond Opinion | * 

of ſome, that(_hriſt deſcended; 1n- 
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1ngs he underwent on the Croſs 
thoſe Sufi-. ings would have been. 


of Chriſt. 


to Hell, and there underwent the 
Pains and Penalties of thac infernal 
Place, as full Satisfaction co the Ju- 
ſtice of God ; and that theſe were 
the Pains God raiſed or looſed him 
fom in his Reſurref:om, Bur this 
Conceit 1s erroneous and extraya- 
2ant, and deſerves no ſerious Con- 
futation, eſpccialiv becauſe itplain- 
ly contradiCts Chritt's Conſummatun 
þ upon che Crots ; for when Chriſt 
had undergone his Sufferings on the 


Croſs, he [a:d, It is fmijhed, and ſoJotus.r3. 


rave up the Ghoſt, If Chriſt there- 
fore did undergo any farther Suffe- 
rings and Pains rhan thoſe Suffe- 


2 


Þ far fro-a being compleated and 


finſhed £547 chey would have been 


but th- Preludium, and Begianing 
of his -rrows. Havzng looſed the 
Pa” Dewuh, it implesno more 
bt. .-.-: God raiſed ſefus Chriſt 


from 
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dolorous Pains, he ſuffered, Ir fol. 

| lows, 1t was net poſſible he ſhould by 
bolden of it. This is that I intend 
principally to inſiſt upon ; and har 

I ſhall hew upon what Accounts 

was altogether impoſſible forChriſt 

to be detained under the Power 
Death ; and my Arguments for the 
Proof hereof are theſe thar follow, 

Reeſms Firſt, It was impoſſible Chrilt 
»by CI ſhould be held under the Powerd 
Ge held n= eath,. becauſe of that great and 


zever of 1neffable Myſtery of the Hypoſts 
7, tical Union of the Divine and Hu- 
Becauſe of ManeNature in thePerſon ofChrilt, 
92:23” There are three Uzons, the Belic 


Unon. of which arethe Foundation of the 


from Death , which, after many | 


greateſt part of theChriſtian Religin.- 


which are wholly beyond che readh 
of Reaſon: The Myſtical Union of 
a Believer unto Chritt :[ he Um, 
or rather Un:ty of the three Glorious 


Perſons, the Father, the Son, and tht 
Holy 


w_ C- 
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- Holy Gheſft, in one Nature ; and 


this Hypoſtatical Yon of two Na- 
tures in one Perſon, in the Medi- 
ator. It is a Myſtery Zngels pry into, 
and adore, with Wonder and Aſto- 
niſhment, how the Eternal, only 

otten Son of God ſhould aſſume 
Fleſh to himſelf, in ſo cloſe and in- 
timate a ConjunCtion, that though 


he be Ecernal, yet he ſhould. be 


born ; though he be Immortal, yer 
he ſhould truly die ; and though he 
were truly dead, yet he ſhouldraiſe 
himſelf to Life again, Theſe are 
things that ſeem very inconſiſtent 
one with another, yet they truly 
come to paſs through this miracu- 
lous Union, which tranſcends the 


Reach of Reaſon, as far as theſe 


things do that of Nature. That 
the ſame Perſon that is Eternal, 
ſheuld be young; yea, be born in 
the Fulneſs of Time. That the 


ſame Perſon that hath Immorcality 
and 


— 
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Death. That the ſame Perſon that 


a power to quicken and recover 
himſelf, Joh. 16. 18, And this was 
Ron". 4. 1t Which declared him to be the Sono 
Ged with Power,as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 


And indeed , if he had not riſen 


lieyved him to be the Son of God, 
who would ſuffer himſelf to lie un- 
der the Dominion of Death, longer 


 1t: And this I ſhall demonſtrate to 


miſing this , which is a common 
and true Maxim among Divines ; 
T hat when the Natural Union between 


yet both Soul and Body id retam the 
Hzpo- 


- andLifedwelling in himſelf, ſhould; 
alſo die a ſhameful and accurſed 


was truly and really dead, yet had 


even by his Reſurrefton from the Dead. 
_ from the Dead ; the Deity would 


have ſuffered in the Opinion of the: 
World ; nor would they have be- 


than the End of his Death required 


you by two Arguments ; only pre-, 


Chriſt s Body and Soul was diſſolved; 


, s ah 
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Hypoſtatical inim to the Divine Nas 
re, The Divine Nature was United 
tthe Body of Chr: when the Soul was 
ſeparated from it, 

L If Ghriſt could not haye rai- 
ſd himſelf, 1t muſt haye been et- 
herfrom aWant of Power,or from 


aWantof Will co do ir. He could 


not want Power to raiſe himſelf. 

becauſe he was God , equal in 
Power, and inall other Divine At- 
mbures, with the Father, As the 
RejurretFion of the Dead 18 nof. 1m poſ- 
ile tothe infinite Power of Gad ; 
neither can it be thac that God 
who had aWill croaſſuineourF leſh, 

ſhould want a Will cs raiſe it up : 

That that God who ſo loyd the 


Humane Nature, as to alloctate 1 it 


intoOneneſs of Perſon with nim- 
felt, ſhoula ye et ſuffer if rocontinue 


inde er the 1 —_ of Death, which 
Js, of all chiris 


mott contrary to 
Ttions. We ſee 


H Chriſt, 


his natarsl "i i 
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Chriſt, in his Agony, prayed moſt 
fervently that the bitter Cup might; 
paſs from him, inſomuch char he 
{trained clorted Blood rhrough 
bim; and certainly, one Ingredt 
ent into that Cup was the Sepatrs, 
tionot Soul and Body by Death; 
which 1s that which eyen innocet 
Nature it ſelf abhorred, as deſtiuÞ | 
Ctivetohim ; yet having taken ou 
Nature upon him for this very End, 
Hb. 2.14. thar by Death he maght defiroy him the 1 
had £ power of Death, that zs, the DW 1 
vil, he yoluncarily ſubmicred him t 
ſelfto undergo it; and this End be ti 
ing fully accompliſh d by his Death h 
and che Truth of his Death likewit in 
atteſted by his lying three Days off fo 
the Earth, it was alcogerher impolYl pl 
{ible thar thar Perſon who had all he 
Abhorrence of Death.,and a Pow of 
to raiſe himſelf, ſhould continu t 
longer under the Arreſt and Dom If; 
nion of it, And this 1s the firſt Di ges 
EZ monſtratid 


OF TO "I" 
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monſtration of the Neceflity of the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, upon the 
Account of- both Natures in one 
\M Perſon: As Man, fo he abhorred 
WH the Separation of Soul and Body ; 
as God, ſo he was able to re-unite 
;W them : So that having, as Man; a 
ill Delire tolive; and as God, a Powet 
© to live, it was impoſſible for him 
[il tobe holden of Death: | 
i 1. Becauſe of the Union bf the 2. 
«i Divine and Humane Nature in the 
MI Pcrſon of Chriſt, it was impoſſible 
JW that his Fleſh ſhould ſee Torrup- 
tion 3 which yet it muſt certainly 
b} have done, had he not been raiſed 
rl in a ſhort ſpace after his Death. 
off for ſince Chriſt's Body. was not a 
FF phantaſtical Body; as ſome of oli 
a held; but made of true Fleſh, and 
of the ſame Temper and Conſtitu- 
wh tion wich onrs, ic muſt, without a 
my Miracle, have undergone ſuch Chan- 
My ges after Death as ours ſhall do; 
10! 9 and 


100 The Reſurreftion 


and to imagine thecontrary, 1sbue 

to feign one Miracle, to ayoid the 

neceſ{ity of another, eyen of the 

Reſurref:m. But now, it was ut- 

rerly impoſſible.that that Body tha iſ 
was united to both Natures, by 

cloſe and unconceivable a Bond, ' 

ſhould-ever ſce Corruption ; tha p 

1s, a Putretaction in the Grave: 
This the Scr:pture clearly aſſerts to 

AA. 2.28.US 3 Thou wilt not leave my Soul in , 

Hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thme Be, 

ly One to ſee Corruption. And alks, y 

becauſe all Bodies rhat are corrup-ſp 

red turn into ſome other Thing, 

and ſome other Nature, according 

co that undoybred Maxim of ther 

Philoſophers, Corruptio umus eſt Gene, 

_ ratuo alterius ; And fothis horridandq, 

blaſphemous Conſequence would Ip, 

_ follow, that the Diviric Nature of wo 

the Son of God might have bee, 

1oyned to ſome other. So that It h 

was neceſlary that Chriſt ſhould bel}, 

8 2 > - ral 
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or PutrefaCtion, by ordinary Courſe 
of Nature, ſeized upon him. 

 ThusI have proved by theſe two 
dreuments, that becauſe of the Hy- 
wſtatical Union of the Divine and 


5 ws a ww 4©@-m=" > > JJ T7. 


Perſon, it was altogether impoſſt- 
ole he could be holden of Death. 
Secondly, Another Argument 15 this, 
"Yi: was impoſſible Chritt ſhould be 
I tolden of Death, becauſe of God:s 
F Veracity, and the Truth of thoſe 
FBPredictions which were before 
>) || made concerning Chriſt, in thoſe 
manyT ypes and Prophecies of the Od 
Teftament ; all which God's Faith- 
fulneſs ſtood engaged to fulfil. 1 
1 ſhall only mention thac famous 
; ; Predztion which St. Peter here ſub- 
® Jjoins, as a Proof of the Subject I 
1M now treating upon : 1t was not 


it 
be 


H 3 Mi poſtle, 


raiſed again, before any Corruption - 


Humane Nature of Chriit 1n one 


Il. 


pible, ſays he, that Chriſt ſhould be Aa. 25. 
v bolder of Death; for God, faith the : = 


LR 
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© Apoſile, as David faith concerning 
him ; T hou wilt not leave my Soul 


| Hell, nor ſuffer thine Holy One ta It 


Pial.16.16 


AQ. 2.29, 
RS 


-derſtood rhere, as I ſhall fh 
AU fx $4 MLS | 


Corruption. And this Prophecy the 


Apeftle quotes out of the Pſalm} 
whuch, ' that it did not belong tg 
Dawid, nor did he ſpeak it conce: 
ning himſelf, when he india 
that Pſalm, the 4pofile proves, Ve 
29, 30. of this Chapter ; whereht 
proves that David was dead andy 
ried, and underwent the comma 
L.ct that all other dead Bodies di 
putrefying and mouldering aw 
in the Earth; and therefore tt 
was not that Holy One that ſhoull 
never ſee Corruption, becaule thi 
Prophecy muſt belong to ſuch anon 
who mult ſo taſte of Death ; anlf 

this is clearly implied in the form: 
Expreſſion, Thou wilt not leave n 
Soul in Hell, that is, in the State( 
the Dead, for ſo is Hell co be ul 


mo! 


. © off Chriſt. 


more at large : Neither could it 
belong to any of thoſe who, before 
Chriſt , were raiſed miraculouſly 
from the Dead, and brought back 
- out of the State of Death ; yet WAS 
ic not in ſuch a manier, that they 
were not to return again to 1t : $0 
that if they did not in the fir{t, yer 
in their ſecond Dying they faw 
Corruption. This then could be- 
long to none of - them, and there- 
fore muſt of neceſſicy belong to 
Chriſt. And fince the 4poſtle lays 
ſo much ſtreſs on this Argument, 
give me leaye a litre to conſider 
' the meaning of it, and how it 1s 
applicable to him. And here I 
ſhall not trouble you with the va- 
rious Op:inzons of thoſe that have at- 
tempted to interpret theie Words, 
T hou wilt not leave my Soul m Hell ; 
thatby this Hell, into which Cnriſt 
deſcended, is meantthe place of rhe 
Damned, where he preached che 
H 4 Goſpel 
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EE. to them, freeing thoſe tha 
would blieve- from their Pains, 
| Others think that this Hell, into 
which Chriſt deſcended, was one 
oreat Partition of it, called Limbu. 
Patrum, the Repoſitory of the Soul 
of thoſe Fathers who died in Obe, 
dience to God, andin Faith to the 
Meſfras, before Chriſt came in 
the Fleſh: And the Reaſon of his. 
Deſcent thither was, that he might | 
releaſe thoſe Souls from Chains 
and carry them with him to Hea- 
yen ; ſothateyer ſince, that Man i: 
fron -in Hell hath been left yoid, 
without any Inhabitants. But this | 
Opinion is not capable of any ſuf 
cient Proof ; I ſhall therefore give 
you that Interpretation and Judg- 
ment which carries with it the 
ſtrongeſt Current; both of Scripture. 
and Links 'T he Word Hades, 
| that we tranſlate Hell, IS very ob 
fer, Dy the S eptuagint, in the Old 

| : Teſtament, 


- 
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Teſtament, uſed toſignifie the Grave, 5 
or the State of the Dead. So in 


Gen.44- Iſpades, we tranſlate it the Gen. 44 
Grave, but it is the ſame Word *' 


char is uſed for Hell in the Text. 
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And thus the Word is .uſed in 
other places of Scripture, as alſo in ' 
other Axthors, to f1gnifie the Place 
and State of the Dead, and of ſe- 


parate Souls. And for the lea» 


ying the Soul of Chriſt in Hades, 


or in Hell, we muſt know, that it 
is a thing that is not unuſual in 
Serepture, to call a Man that is dead 


by the Name of Soul : So the S ep= 


£ tzagznt tranſlate that place in Levi- 
ncus, They ſhall not be defiled with Levic. 2r. . 


dead Souls, meaning dead Carca- 


les, netther ſhall they go mnto any dead 


Souls, the Word is dead Bodies. 
But not to detain you any longer 


Jon this Speculation, though of 


great uſe for the right underſtan- 
ding of this excellent place of Scrip- 
3 ETY Is ern ESE ture: 
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ture: If we take Hell for the. 
Grave, we mult take the Spa for | 
the Body ; Thou wilt not leave my Body + 
mn the Grave; But if by Hell be here 
underitood the State of Death, that | 
is, the State of Separation of Soul 
and Body, the Interpretation will" 
be more eaſie and natural, Th 
wilt uot leave my Soul 1n a State of 
Separation from the Body, but wilt 
. certainly unite them together 4 
gain, and raiſe me up before 1 
ſhall feel Corruption. Thus 1] 
have given you the Interpretation 
of the Prophecy of David, which, 
upon the Account of God's Truth | 
and Veracity, was to take eftef 
in the Reſarrefon of our Saviour; | 
| and therefore being foretold & | 
ſbould not ſee Corruption , the Faitlt 
fulneſs of God was obliged with 
that time inviolably to raiſe him 
up. And that is the ſecond Rez: 
ſon why it was 'impoſhble Chriſt] 
= KY ſhould 
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ſhould be, holden of Death, be- 
cauſe it was foretold of him, that 
bis Soul ſhould not reſt im Hell ; that 


1s, either his Body in the Grave, 


or his Soul 1n aStateof Separation 


from his Body. 


Thirdly hier Argument is this: 


& was impaſſible Chriſt could be bolden 
by Death, upon the Account of God g nor ſuffer 


Chriſt fo 


w 


[IT. 


God's The | 
ftice would 


Juſtice For Juſtice, as it doth ob- lie in the 


lige to inflict Puniſhment upenthe 
Guilty, ſo alſo to abſolye and ac- 
quit the Innocent. Now, though 


Chriſt kvew no . Sin, yet was he 


made Sn for us ; that 1s, our Sins 
were 1mputed to » and charged 


luntary Suſception and Underta- 


- king of them, Ie became guilty of 


nnd Hereupon Divine Juſtice 


| ſeized upon him, as being our 


Surety, and demanded Satisfaction 
from him for our Offences : Now 


no other SatisfaCtion would be ac- 
ceptable 


Grave. 


.upon him, and fo, through a'vo- - 
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ceptable unto God, nor commens 
ſurate to our Sins, but the bearing 

of an infinite Load of Wrath and 
Vengeance ; which if it had been 
laid upon us, muſt haye been pros | 
longed to an Eternity. of Spffes . 
rings ; for becauſe we are finite. 
Creatures, we cannot bear infinite” - 
Degrees of. Wrath at once, and 
therefore we muſt have lain under 
thoſe infinite Degrees of Wrath to 
an infinite Duration : But now 
Chriſt being God, _ he could bear I 
the Load of infinite Degrees of } 
Wrath at once upon him. In that” |} * 
one bitter Draught, the whole Cup 
of that Fury and Wrath of God, |f *© 
that we ſhould have been eyerla-: 
ſ{tingly a drinking oft, by little Þ} * 
Drops, Chriſt drank oft at once. 
Now it is the Nature and Conftutu- | 7 
tzon of all Laws, that when a Per- O 
{on by undergoing the Penalty that f 
thoſe Laws require, .hath made |" 


- - ry 5 


| | farisfaction for the Offence com- 
mitted, the Perſon ſatisfying ought 


f 
= 
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to be. protected \ as innocent. Ir 


| | could not therefore conſiſt with 


the Zuſtice of God, that when Chriſt 


had fatisfied his utmoſt Demands, 


T chac any of the puniſhment dueto 


our Sins, for which he farisfied,. 
ſhould have lain upon him lon- 
ger; for that would have been 
ho other than puniſhing withour 
an Offence, Now nothing is clea- : 


ter 1n Scripture, than that Death 1s 


a puniſhment inflicted upon us for 


Sin : So fays the Apoſtle ; T he 2mm6.23* 


Wl ages of Sz is Death, And in ano: 


ther place, By Sin Death enter d into and s. 12: 


the World, and Death paſſed upon all, 
becauſe all have ſumed, From all 
which it follows, that as Chriſt ta- *' 


' king upon him our Sins, became 


» 
1 


thereby liable ro Death ; fo having 
atisfied for our Sins, and thereby 
ireed himſelf from the Guile that 
| —” he. 
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Chriſt 


could not 


he lay under by Imputation, he 


was no longer liable unto Death,. 
which 1s one part of the puniſh- 
ment he underwent; ſothat it could . 


not have been agreeable co infinite 
Juiiice, that -Chrift ſhould haye 
beer holden of Death, who by'his 
undergoing of Death, hath ſuſtai: 
ned the whole Load of God's i- 
finite Wrath and Difpleaſure, and 


fully farisfied for all thoſe Sins that 


were 1mputed to him, and there 


fore ought in juſtice to be acquit 


ted from all Penalties, and conſe- 
quentially from Death. | | 

Fourthly, It was impoſſible Chrif 
ſhould be holden of Death, in reſpett 


te holden Of his Office of Mea:atorſhip : Fol 
6 2.8 . 

og of having as our Mediator undert# 

bs Medio” Fen the deſperate Service of 'bring: 


-forſhip. 


ing {infull and fallen Man to Life 
and Happineſs, he muſt of neceſſity 
not only dye but 7:ſe agatn from 
the dead, without which his Death 


and 


The Reſurrection 


a 


Jj 
m 


< 
nd 


of C briſt. 


and whatever elſe he did or ſuffe- 
red for us, would haye-been of no 
avail, There are two Things. re- 
quilite, before any real or eternal 
Benefit can become ours. 

Firft, A meritorious purchaſe, 
procuring this Thing it ſelf for 
Us, 

Secondly, An efteEtual Applica- 
tion of that Benefit to us. The 
Purchaſe of Mercy was made by 


the Death of Chriſt, by which a full 


Price was paid doyvn to the Juſtice 
of God. But the effectual Appli- 
cation of Mercy is by the. Life and 
Reſurreftion of Chriſt, Wherefore 


1f Chriſt had only dyed, and not 


riſen again ; if he had not over- 
come Death within 1 IS OWN Empire, 

and triumph d oyerthe Grave 1n its 
own Territories, it would have been 
to his Diſappointment, and not at 
all to our Salvation. The Loſs 


of Chriſt's Life would not have 
procured 


4-4 


a 
——_—____ 


[12 T he Reſurrection 
_ procured Life for us, unleſs as he 
laid ic dow with Freedom ; ſo he 
had again reſtored it with Power. 
Our hope of Salyation otherwiſe 
would haye been. buried in the 
ſame Grave with himſelf ; bur 
what he died to procure, he lives 
to confer. It was Ignorance of 
Luk. 24. Chriſt's Reſurrettion from the Dead, 
26, 19,29 that ſo {taggerd the two Duſciples 
]0INg to Emaus: They tell Chrift 
himſelf a fad Story of one Feſus | 
Nazareth, that was condemned and 
crucified; who, while he lived # 
mong us, by his Word and Work 
teſtified himſelf to be the true Me/- 
frah, we little thought of his Dy:- 
ing; and when he told us of his 
Death, he likewiſe foretold us of 
his Reſurrefion the third Day ; and 
behold, the third Day is already 
come, and yet 1s there no Appea- 
rance of this Jeſus: Verily, we truſted 
that it had been he which ſhould havete- 


" Hleeired 


O \ 
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of Chriſt. 


deemed Iſrael 3 but now our Hopes 
grow faint; and languiſh in us ; for 
certainly, there can be no Redemp- 
tion for Iſrael by him who eannor 
redeem himſelf from Death. There 
was nothing in the World did fo 
| much prejudice the Goſpel, and hin- 
der 1ts taking place in the Hearts of 
Heathens 1n the Primitrve Times, as 
this of the Croſs and Death of 
Chriſt ; for believing that he was. 
lifted up upon the Croſs, but not 
believing that he was raiſed up from 
the Dead, they aſlented to their Na- 
tural Reaſon, which herein taught 
them, [That it was Folly to ex- 
pect Life from . hinn who could + 
not either preſerye or reſtore his 
OWN: + | | | 

It is true, it was Folly thus to 
hope, but that his Life applies 
what his Death deſervd ; and our 
Salvation begun &n the Croſs, 18 
perfefted on the Throne. And. 

IT there 


—— 
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. 3 Cor '5- therefore the Apoſtle tells us, our 
Faith in a crucified Saviour, and 
our Obedience to him 15s all. vain, 


if he had not riſen again from the 
Dead: For unleſs he had riſen 


from rhe Dead, he could not haye. 


acquitted us from the Guilt of vil 
becauſe he could not haye been ju- 
ſtified himſelf. Weare juſtified by 
che Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as the 


' Rom.4.25 Apoſtle ſpeaks, in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans 3 Which Righteouſneſs he 


wrought out for us, both by his 


perfect Obedience to the Law, and 


by.his Submiſſion to the Puniſh- 
ment of the Law : But yet this 
Righteouſneſs could not have ava 
Icd to our Juſtification, had he 
not, after the Fulfilling of it, riſen 
again from the Dead ; becauſe he 


himſelf had not been juſtified, 
much Jets could we have been ju- 
' fttfied by one who could not haye 


ju{tified Himſelf And therefore 


we 
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Gudlmeſs, ſays che Apoſtle; God mas- **: 


l vifeſted in the Fleſh, in his Incarna- 


tion ; - juſtified zu the Spirit, by his 
Reſurrection ; ſeen of Angels, 1n his 
Aſcenſion. Had he nor been rai- 
ſed and. quickned by the Spirit, 
that is, by the glorious Power of 


his Divine Nature, he had not 
| been declared juſt , nor could he 


have juſtified us : For this Decla- 
ration, that Chriſt was juſt, was 


- madeupon the Reſurrection of his 


Body from the Dead; by which he 


was ſet free from all thoſe Penal- 
ties due to our Sins that were im- 


puted to him. If therefore the Ju- 


{tification and Salvation of Sinners 


was a Delign laid by the infinite 
Wiſdom of God, it muſt needs tol- 
low, that it was impoſſible for 


ſ Chriſt to be kept under Death, 


becauſe that would have obſtructed 
their Juſtification and Salvation, | 
F 2 arid 
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-and fo would have brought a Dif- 
appointment upon the infinite Wik. 
dom of God, which was impoſſible 
to bedone ; and therefore conſe. 


quentially Chriſt could not be hok 
den of Death. 


The Application of - this grea 


Truth ſhall be briefly in theſe fol- 
lowing Inferences. 


_ Firſt then, If it was impoſſible 


for Chriſt not to have riſen from 


the Dead, it 1s evident then that 
Chriſt is the true Meſſiah : For had 
he been an Impoſtor, or Falſe Pre. 
phet, it would have been fo far 
froman Impoſlibility that he ſhould 
not have been raiſed, that it would 


bave been a very Impoſlibility for 
him to have riſen again ; for net- 
ther could he have raiſed himſelf, 
being a mere Man ; neither would 


God have raiſed him, being a mere 
Impoſtor and Cheat, When there- 
fore the Jews call'd for a S:gz from 


Chr it; 
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mw of Chriſt. 
Chriſt, to prove him to be the true 
Meſſiah, he gives them the Sign of 


—— — 


his Reſurrection, in Matth. 1 2. 38, 


39. Maſter, ſay they, we would ſee aMath.r2 
Stn from thee, He anſwered and ſaid © 


unto them, 4n evil and adulterous Ge- 


Bl eration ſeeketh after a Sign, and there 


ſhall be no Sign erven'to at, but the 
Sten of the Prophet Jonas : For as 
ſonas was three Days and three Neghts 
m the Whale's Belly, fo (hall the Son 
of Man be three Days and three Nights 


in the Heart of the Earth, Soagain, 


when they tempted him at another 


time, for a Stgn of his being the 


Meſſiah, he ſtill inſtances in his 
powerful Refurre&tion from the 


Dead, in Joh. 2. 18, 19. The Jews -—_ 18, 


anſwered and ſaid unto him What Sign 
ſheweft thou unto us, ſeeing thou deft 


theſe things ? Jeſus anſwered and ſaid 


unto them, Deſtroy this Temple, and 
in three Days 1 will raiſe it up. So 
that ſtill he made his Death and Re- 


I 3 ſur- 


/ 
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ſurrett1on £0 be the infallible Proof 


of his being the true Meſſiah. 
Secondly, If it wereneceſlary that 
Chriſt ſhould rife from the Dead, 
and that he did do fo, then cer- 
tainly Sin 1s conquered ; for the 


Sting of Death, and that enve- 
nom'd Weapon Death hath, where 


by it wounds, yea kills the Sinner, 
is Sin; and as long as Death hath 
this Sting in it, it could-not haye 
been conquerd by any Sinner. | 
is Sin that gives Death its Power 


to hold faſt all thoſe that come 
within its reach ; which ſince it 
could not do with Chrift, it is 


evident Sin 1s ſubdued by Chriſt, 
who was in its Arms and Graſp, 
but yet came fafe- our from it, ta 


king away the Sting and Weapon 


of Death with him. 

Thirdly , Tf the Reſurrefin of 
Chriſt be thus neceſſary, and hath 
veen thus effeCtuallyaccompliſhed, 

— "we 
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' Reſurreftion ; for the Head being 


Taiſed , as well as his Natural Bo- 


—-mOW ————— 


off Chriſt. = 


we may comfortably from thence 
conclude the Neceſſity of our own 


| —_— — "> 


raiſed , the Members ſhall not al- 
ways ſleep in the Duſt. Chriſt's 
Myſtical Body ſhall certainly be 


dy ; andeyery Member of it ſhall - 
be made for ever glorious, with a 
glorious and triumphant Head. 


I 4. Bro- 


—— 


120 


J—— 
r, 


Brotherly Admonition, (5c; 


— 


LEV: XX. I'7. | 


Thou ſhalt not hate thy Bro- 


ther in thy Heart : thou 


ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
Neighbour, and not ſuffer 


© 


$1n upon him. 


obſerve in theſe Words Three 


ur ſion of 


I. Firſt, A Negative Command, 


Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother an thy 


Heart : which implies in it the 


contrary poſitive Precept, Thou 


. ſhalt. love thy Brother. 
| 3 Secondly, 


V Aving all Prefices and) 


Introduttions , we may 
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© Secondly, A Direction how we 


ſhould preſerve our ſelves from 


this rancoured Vice of Hatred, 
and expreſs our more cordial 
Love, in the beſt Service we can 
do for him ; Thou ſhalt in any wiſe 
rebuke thy Neighbour. 

Thirdly, A forcible Motive to 


w excite us unto the performance 


of this Duty, drawn from the 
Conſideration of the great Bene= 
fic which will in likelyhood re- 
dound to him by the conſcien- 
tious diſcharge of it. By this 
means thou wilt not ſuffer Sin 


ll © /e upon bim : implying, That if 
£ this charitable Duty of Fraternal 


Reproof be neglected, he will ſtill 
continue 1n his S1ns, ' his Guilt 
will remain upon him, and thou 
wilt be a A co It. 

' 1 ſhall not conſider any of 


| theſe Particulars by themſelves, 


but treat only of what is here 
chiefly 


2 
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Nm 


What Brotherly 
Reproof 3. 


chiefly intended , namely , the 


neceſhity of that much negle&- 


ed Duty of Brotherly Reproef and 


Admonition. 


And here I ſhall ed this 


Method with all poſhble Breyity 
and Perſpicuity. 
Firſt, Shew you what Brother 


ly Correptton 18. © 
Secondly, The Difficulty of it, 


Thirdly \The Neceſlity of it: 


Randy, Lay down fone 


| Rules = Directions how N 


ought to be performed. 
Fifthly; Lay before you ſome 


| Conſiderations that may be pow- 
erful Motives and Engagements 


co it. 
Pirſt, What Brotherly Reproſ 


or C orreption TA 


To this I anfwer in brief, it 
is an Act of Love and Charity, 


whereby we endeayour to reduce 
our 


7. a os... 
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our offending Brother to Repen- 
tance and Reformation : And 


there are two ways of doing it, 
ether by Words or Atons. 


_ Firſt, By Words; remonſtrarting rn. 


Sin , the Scandal they give to 


tt * 5+ Reproof is þ 
| to them the greatneſs of their 3227 #9 


others, either by encouraging, or 


adning them ; the Reproach 


they bring upon Religion, and 
the Danger they bring upon their 


own Souls. Bur if they bedeaf 


to all theſe Admonitions, and con- 
tinue obſtinate and reſolyd in 
their evil Courſes , we are then 
to reprove them. + 

Secondly, By Aftions ; That 
where Words have proved in- 
efteEtual, we may try how Deeds 
can prevail. Prevail, I fay, et- 
ther to deliver them, or at leaſt, 
to: deliver thine own Soul from 
Death. And this alſo muſt be 


done theſe two ways. 
Firſt, 


2. 


Reproof may be 


by Ations. 
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I. 


feriours, is fo 


Reproof of In- 
teby Actberity. thority, either as Magiſtrates, of 


 Correftion and Puniſhment : ' If 


Firſt, If they be our Inferi. 
ours over whom we have Au. 


Parents, or the like ; we ought, 
when Admonition and Correpteon is 
fruitleſs, to reprove them by 


they will not hear, they muſt 
feel Rebuke. This Diſcipline if I c 
it be ſeaſonably and prudenth I} ] 
uſed , is fo far from being any | 
[ 
4 


Act of Cruelty, that it is an AR 
of the greateſt Kindneſs and 
Charity that can be both to then Þ d 
and to others. Cc 

To them : As it may reſtrain Þ 0c 
them from the commiſſion & {| cc 
thoſe future Crimes , to which If 8 
their Impunity would elſe em | 
bolden them. And thus to fall] fo 
into the Hands of Men, may be it 
a means to keep them from fal 1: 
ling into the Hands of God, Pc! 


To 
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To others : As it may terrt- 
fe them from following the Ex- 
amples of ſuch an ones V ices, by 
ſeeing the Examples of his ſuffe- 
ring. Thus the Puniſhment of 
ſome 15 made to become the In- 
nocence of others. 

Secondly, If they be our E- 
guals, over whom we havye no 
ſuri{diCtion, nor coercive Power, 


2. 


Tf Equals con- 
tinue obſtinate 
ander Reproof, 
we muſt withe 


we are then to rebuke them, If aw Seciery 


they continue obſtinate after 
Chriſtian Admonition, by with- 
drawing our ſelves from all ne- 
ceſlary Coffyerſe with them ; 
not ſo as to deny them the Ofi- 
ces of Civility, Courteſie, and 
our charitable Alhiſtance,co pro- 
mote their temporal Good ; bur 
to break oft all Familiarity and 
Intumacy with them : not to 


make ſuch lewd and diflolute 
Perſons our Friends and choſen 


Companions. Thus. the Apo5tle 
charges 


from them, 
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2 Theſl 3. 6.charges us, We command you, Bres 


thren, m the Name of our Lord 7e- 
it us Ci brist, that your withdraw your 
ſelves from every Brother that walk 
eth diſorderly, and not after the 
Tradition which he recerved of uw; 
And this way of reproving them 
ought to be ſo managed by us, 
that it may appear it doth not 
proceed from any ſowre,moroſe, 
ſurly Humour, difdaining or he 
ting of their Perſons, butmergly 
from Conſcience. of our Duty 
towards the Glory of God, and 
\ to do an Act of Love and Cha 
rity, as indeed it 15, both to- 
wards them, and towards our || Y 
ſelyes. ſt 
Firft, Towards them : When Þ 

Fe 

0 

la 


— Ma ce oe. 


you thus endeayour to ſhame 
chem out of their Wickednels, 
by diſcountenancing them in t 


2 Theſſ.3. 14.30 ſays the Apoſtle, Ij any Man up 


obey not our Word, nate that Man, fe 


anl | 
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and have no Company with him, that 
be may be aſhamed, And indeed, 
if a Man be not altogether pro- 
fligate, if he be not utterly loſt 
to Modeſty, itmuſt needs make 
him refle&t upon himſelf with 
Shame and Bluſhing , that cer- 
tainly he is grown a ſtrange vile 
Wretch, a loathſome and odious 
Monſter, when all good and fo- - 
ber Men do thus carefully ſhun 
and avoid him. Now Shame 
$a good ſtep to Amendment : 
And a Bluſh the firſt colour that 
Virtue takes. | 
_ Secondly, T owards your felyes: 
You are obliged to abandon 
them, as to reclaim them, fo to 
keure your ſelyes : For Vice 1s 
fery Contagious, and 1t 15 unſafe 
to conyerſe with thoſe, who 
tave ſuch Plague-Sores running 
upon them, leſt you be alſo in- 
kCted. 

Thus 
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Convidtion of 


Thus you ſee wha this Duty 
of Brotherly Reproof 1s, and how 
in the general it 1s tobe per- 
formed, either in Words or Acti- 
ons. And to theſe, I wo Things 
are neceſlarily preyzous and an- 
tecedent, 

Firſt, Inſtruction and Con- 
yi&tion. We ought to bring 
them to ſee their Faulc before 
we rebuke them for. it 5 other- 
wiſe while we chide and do not 
;nform them, it will rather ſeem 
a proud deſign of quarrelling 
with them, than a conſcientious 
Deſign of bettering them. And 
therefore we find how artificial: 
Iy Nathan infinuates into Davi 
the hainouſnels and inhumant- 
ty of his Sin, and works tn him 
a Hatred and Deteſtation of 
that Perſon who was ſo cruel 
and deyoid of Compaſhon, be- 
tore he comes to deal pans. - 
wit 
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with him , Thou art the Man. 
And could we bur skiltully con- 
yince our Brother, by- thus re- 
preſenting the odiouſneſs of 
ſuchand ſuch Sins, ro which we 
know he 1s addicted , poſhibly 
we might ſparc our ſelyes in 
thatwhich is the moſt ungrate» 
ful and diſpleaſing part of this 
Work, I mean perſonal Re- 
fection, and leave it to his own 


Conſcience to reproye himſelf, 


and to apply it home, with, Thoy 
art the Man, And, | 

Secondly, It is neceſlary that 
wewatch over our Brother, nor 


2, 
We ought to 
watch over 


ſoas to be inſidious Spies upon % Pb; 


him, officiouſly to pry into his 
Actions, and buſily concern our 
klves in all he doth. This prag- 
matical Temper 15 juſtly hate-- 
ful, And thoſe who thus arro- 
ate to themſelyes to be publick 
Cenſors, and to- inſpect the 
Z - I 1yes 


hae. 
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Lives and Manners of others, 
making it their whole - Imploy- 
ment to obſerve what others fay 
or do, that they may have Mar 
ter either to reproye or reproach 
them, are a Company of 1nto- 
lerable buſy Bodies. Bur yet, 
'Þ Firſt, We ought ſo to watch 

3 Cautiov. gyer our Brother as to give hun 
timely Caution if we ſee him 
any danger through Temptati- 
on or Paſſion, and to admomſ 
himto ſtand upon his guard, to 
recolle&t himſelf and bewar 
hebe not ſurprized or injured by 
ſuch an approaching Sin. 

2. And Secondly, If we haveob-l 

7% bf: ſcaſm. ſeryed any Milſcarriages in him, fl | 
we are to watch the beſt Saf} | 
ſons, and all the fitteſt Circuns | 
ſtances in which to remind hinf 
of it, that ſo our Reproof may ! 

BY be well accepted, and becomeſ { 

effcctual. For hethat will vet 

ture 
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ture raſhly to reprove without 
this Circumſpection , may do 
more miſchief to his Brother by 


 rebuking him, than ke had done 


to himſelf by offending : Exa- 
ſperating and imbittering his 
Heart againſt Piety, for the Im- 


*pertinencies , at leaſt the In- 


diſcretions of thoſe who profeſs 
it, and provoking him to in the 
more out of mere Oppoſition 


and Contradiction, And I am- 


verily perſwaded, and have in 
ſome Caſes obferyed it, that ve- 
ry many Sins owe themf{elyes to 
the imprudence of ' thoſe who 
have taken upon themſelyes to 
be Reprovers, and would never 
have been committed , if they 
had not_indiſcreetly gainſay'd it. 
Thus we fee what this Duty of 
reproving 15, and what is necel- 
farily required thereuntc. 
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2 » 
Of the difficul- 
zy of Reproof. 


But indeed, which 1s the Se: 
cond T hing, Ir 1s not ſo hard 1 
Matter to know what it 1s, as 
it 15 difficult conſcientiouſly and 
faithfully to praCtiſe it. How 
few are there in the World, I 
will not fay. skillful enough to 


do 1t well, but zealous-and con- 


{czentious enough to do it at 


all 2 Do we not eyery day ſc 
God fearfully diſhonoured, ob- 


ſerve his Name blaſphemed, his 
Laws violated, his Worſhip de- 


nied ? Do you not daily ſee mul- 


titudes of wretched Creatures, 


- whoſe Crimes not only defie and 


outrage God, but ſtab and mur- 


ther their own Souls ; and yet 
who 1s there that hath that Zeal 
for God, or that Charity for his 


Brother, as to interpoſe, - and by 


a ſerious and fitting Reproof, 


vindicate the one from Diſho- 


nour , or reſcue the other from 


Per dir 
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Perdition ? There areenow that 
will make up a ſad Mouth, and 
whiſper thoſe things abroad, ir 
may be out of very ill Ends and 


Deſigns : but where almoſt is 
the Perſon that will dare to 

maintain the Honour of God 
to the Face of thoſe who bold- 


ly affront him; chat will dare to 
open their Mouths before thoſe 


- If that will dare to open them a- 


zainſt Heaven ? Certainly we 
can eaſily produce much more 
Reaton for our Reproofs, than 
they can for their Wickedneſs ; 
and it were very ſtrange, if we 
ſhould not be able to beat them 
off from their Confidence, when 
we have God and. our own Con- 


| ſciences, nay and theirs alſo, 


to {1de' with us. Yet fo it is 


that we are generally apt to 


lneak and ſlink away from fo 


| roubleſome a Task , andito ler 
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Iniquity paſs uncontroufd, yea 
triumphant, We are well cot 
tent to let others {tn quietly, fo 
that we may live quietly without 
troubling our ſelves with fo 


hard and difficult a Service. And 


that which makes it ſeem fo dif 
ficult, is, | 
_ Fiſt, A ſ{mful Fear; and, 
Secondly, A ſinful Shame, that 
ſerzeth on the Spuits of Men, 
and takes off the edge of holy 
Courage and Confidence, that 
are ſo abſolutely neceſfary to the 
performing of this Duty. 


Firſt, Many are afraid to re- 


Fear of diſples- prove Sin, leſt they ſhould m- 


fig ſhould not 
hinder repro- 


ving for Sin. ſecular Intereſt, ruine their De- 
pendencies, and bring fome- 


cur Diſpleaſure , weaken their 


Miſchief upon themſelves , by 
exaſperating the Offenders a 
gainſt them. But theſe are 


poor , low , carnal Confidera-. 


cons, 
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tions. Where Matter of Duty 1s 
in queſtion, 1t 15 very necel- 


fary for every Chriſtian to be of _ 


n undaunted Courage and Re- 
ſolution, not to fear the Faces of 
Men, nor to-be frighted with a 
Zim Look, or a proud Huff. 


If he will ſeriouſly perform this 


Duty, he muſt remember, that 
he 15 pleading for God, thathe 1s 
aving a Soul from Hell, and 


therefore ought not to value - 


ther Anger, nor his own, Da- 
mage; but to ſteel himſelf a- 
gainſt all ſuch mean and ſordid 


a moſt pitiful Spiric in us, that 
we ſhould be more afraid of of- 
tending them, than they are of 


j| offending God. Shall they be 
bold to fin, and we not bold e- 


nough to tell them of it 2 And 


yet ſuch is the Cowardize of the 
| Generality of Chriſtians , that 
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hey dare not appear for God, 


or for Piety and Holineſs, when 
they ſee rhem- wronged by the 
Impudence of boiſterous Sin- 


ners ; but thoſe piriful, lictle baſe 


carnal Reſpe&ts of what they 
may loſe, or what they may 
ſuffer by ir, intervene, and make 
them {1t mopiſh, and over-aw(, 
Pi. 38. 14. [the Men in whoſe Mouths are no Re: 
proofs ; whilſt theſe wicked 
Wretches, who have all the Rex: 
ſon in the World to be timorous 
and fearful , glory in thus out- 

braving and baffling them. 
| 2. Secondly, Others again are a- 
Shame frould ſhamed to reprove Sin. And 


n0t hinder Re» 


proving for whereas many vile and profli 
Shame, theſe on the contrary 
are aſhamed of that which 
would be their Glory, 'Either 
chey doubt they ſhall be thought 
but troubleſome and hypocritical 
Inter- 


gate Wretcnes glory in their 
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Intermedlers ; or elſe poſſibly 
being conſcious to themſelves 


of many Miſcarriages, they 


ſuſpe&t their Reproofs will be 
upbraidingly retorted upon them- 
ſelyes, and ſo by reproving the 
Faults of others, they ſhall but 
give an occaſion to haye their 
own ript up and expoſed : And 
ſo they think it the ſafer way 


to fay nothing , leſt by raking 


into other Mens Dunghulls, they 
ſhould but furniſh them with 
Dirt enough to fling back 1n their 


own Faces. And thus between 


theſe Two carnal Principles of 
fmnful Fear , and fonfal Shame , 


which are ſo deeply rooted in 


our corrupt Natures, Reproof 1s 


commonly negleCted , and it 1s 


one of the hardeſt things in the 


' World, to perſwade Men to be 


true to God, to their own Souls, 
and to the Souls of their Bre- 
thren, 
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3. | 
Reproof a very Duty. The greateſt g00d you - 


 meceſſery Duty, 


| Face of the whole Earth, and 


thren, in a faichful diſcharge of 
that Duty which is uſually at- 
rended with ſuch Diſadvantages 
and Difficulties. | 


- Bur chough it be thus difh- 
- ule; yet, 


Thirdly, It is a moſt neceſlary 


can do in the World is to pluck 
up theſe Bryars and Thorns with 
which it 1s oyer-grown. Con- 


{der but how infolent Vice and 


Wickedneſs is apt to be where 


| none do appear to check and 


controul ir. If it can but once 
{ilence Vertue , it will quickly 
bantſh it. If it can but pur it 
to the Bluſh, it will quickly put 
it to flight. And when it hath 
once made us either afraid' or a+ 
ſhamed to lay a Rebuke- m ts 


way , what elſe can we expe 


bur that it ſhould overſpread the 
like 
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like a general Deluge drown all 
Mankind, firſt im Sin, and then 
in Perdition. There is no other 
way to-preyent this great and 
ad Ruine, but for every Chrifti- 
an vigorouſly to oppoſe himſelf 
to the grawing Sins of the Times 
and Places int which he lives, and 
with Courage and Reſolution 
to decry that common Profane= 
peſs , that gains Credit only by 
our Silence. We know that Sin 
isa ſhameful opprobrious Thing 
in it ſelf, 2 Thing that diſhear- 
tens and diſpirits the Guilty : 
They wear a Conſcience about 
them that is ftill checking and 
upbraiding them ; and 'if we 
could but look into their Souls, 
we ſhould ſee them covered all 
over with Fear, Horrour , and 
| Confuſion. They are general- 
ly ſelf-condemned Perfons, and 
carry thoſe Monitors within 

+2 their 
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their own Breaſts that are cons! 


tinually reproving and tormens 


ting them : And therefore -thay; 
they may not hear the Voice. of, 
their own Conſciences, they liyg 
abroad ,. and rather - converſe. 


with any one without doors,; 


than with themlſelyes: and theix- 
own troubleſome and clamo- 
rous Hearts, Now let it' be 
our Care to ſtop.. up all . Paſſa- 
ges, by which 'they think to 
make” their eſcape. Let them 
find,” that in whatfoever Com- 
pany they go, they fhall meet: 
with thoſe that will no more 
ſpare them, than their own Co 
ſciences ; that- Company is no. 
Sanctuary - for Sins and Guilt, 
and that they ſhall be as ſure to, 
be Reproved , as they dare to 
Offend, And when they are thus 
every-where beſet, their Conſct-! 
ences exclaiming againſt them, 

within, 
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within, and-all that they con- 

yerſe . with without, they will 
ſee a Neceſlity for it, either to | 
 forſake their Vices, or ' che World, 
and be forced to be vertuous 
for their own eaſe and quiet. 
And certainly till Chriſtians do 
conſpire togerher in this Deſign, 
we may long enough complain 
of the abounding of Iniquity 
without any ſucceſsful Reforma- 
tion. Abound it will, and grow 
impudent and imperious, unleſs 
we join together to beat down 
' its Credit , - expoſe it-to Scorn 
and Contempt , and make that 
which 1s ſo really ſhameful in it 
ſelf, to be the greateſt Mark of 
Infamy, Shame, and Reproach 
toany that ſhall daretocommitir. 

_ But now this Duty of Repro- 
Ting, requires not only a great 
deal of Chriſtian Fortitude and 
Ts but alſo a great mea- 
_ ſure 


E | 4 
* Rules for Re- 
| proof. 


I. 


— 
We muſt not 
Teprove without 


hnowleage of 
the Offence. 


Deſcretimn. We muſt not only 
be reſolute and confident in do- 


ing it, but we mult do it-like- 


wiſe in {uch a fitting way as may 
be moſt likely to work a goad 
efle&t upon thoſe whom we at 
to reprove. And therefore, - 

In the Fourth Place , I ſhall 
give you ſome brief Rules and 
Duvections, when you ought t 
reprove, and how you ought to 
manage your Reproofs, ſo as they 
may be moſt beneficial ro your 


Brother. And fome of them' 


ſhall be Negatives , and other 

ſhall be Pofitrves. 
Firft, For the Negative Rules, 
take theſe that follow. 
Firft, I ought not to reprow 
my Brother, if I haye no certain 
knowledge of his Offence. 
therefore thoſe whoupon a blind 
Rumour, or groundleſs Suipict 
ol, 
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on, haſtily conclude him guilcy, 
and ſo*fall their Mouths with 
Reproofs, ſhew themſelves to be 
yery much in loye with this Of- 
fice, and are a company, of um- 
pertinent Buſte-bodies, who ſtart 
their Arrow before ever they ſee 
che Mark. . We muſt firſt be cer- 
tainly informed, either upon our 
Perfonal Knowledge, or upon the 
 undoubted Teſtimonies of credi- 
|| ble Wuneſles, that hes Guilty; 
\ otherwiſe in goingabourt to ſhew 
8 him his Fat, we ſhall but ſhew 
E 

$ 


our own Folly, and Credulity, 
our Reproofs will be but Slanders, 
and our Charity in offering the | 
s | Cure, will not be half fo great, 
| as our uncharitableneſs in-belie- 
x | ving the Diſeaſe. 
in} Secondly, It is not neceſſary for 2. 
nd | me to reprove, where I haye rea- 
ad ſon to conclude that others -of 
c-| more Prudence and Intereſt m 
MN, MY MN the 
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the Party, either have alread y, or 
elſe will more effectually per- 
form it ; For otherwiſe it will 
appear that we do not fo much 
ſeek his Emendation , as to be 
Oftentatious of our own Zeal and 
Forwardneſs. And beſides, too 
many Reproyers may, inſtead of 
reforming, rather irritate and 
provoke : Only here, beware 
thou doſt not retract this 1n- 
grateful Office, upon ſlight Pre- 
rences, nor think thy ſelf excu- 
ſed, becauſe others are bound to 
doit, But conſider ſerioully in 
thine own Conſcience, whether 
chou thinkeſt they will be faith- 
ful enough 1a performing it, or 
more dextrous than thou art in 
managing it; or that their Re- 
proof W1ll be more acceptable 
and more prevalent wich thy 
' Brother than thine. Ifnot,thou art 
_—_ obliged to it: And if thou 
— 
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foleſt, know, char chough he 
may diein his Sins, yet his Blood 
God will require at thy Hands. 


Thirdly, We ovght not to give 5h 8+ 


ſharp Reproofs for ſmall Offences. 


We'muſt not particularly,. and #97 29+ 


wich Accent and Emphaſis re- 
yrove our Brother for every 1n- 
roluntary ſlip, every Infirmity 
nd Weakneſs, that bewrayeth 
t ſelf through ſome ſuddain Pal- 
lon or Temptation, unleſs it be 
Sn of Cuſtom, or that which 
arries with it ſome fignal Ag- 
ron; that renders it con- 
derable, as well in the Scandal 
41m the Gzi/t, It will be ſuffict- 
ent to paſs by the reſt, only with 
2 brief Animadverſion upon 
them;enough to put him in mind 
that he forgot himſelf in ſuch 
nd ſuch Paſſages: And fo leave 
the farther Peproof to his own 
Confctence; which will better. 
L do 
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do it for lefler Sins, than poſſibly 
we can, To reprove ſmall 
Faults witch great vehemence, 1; 
always as ridtculous, and may 
ſometimes prove as deſtructive a 
piece of Offictouſneſs, as his who 
rook up a huge Beetle, and ſtruck 
with all his Might, only to kl 
2 Fly he ſaw ſticking upon hy 
Friends Forehead. We mult na 
thruſt the Probe deep where the 
Wound is but ſhallow : Norte 
paiſicnatcly concernd at ou 
Brother's lighter Failings ; but þ 
govern our ſelves, as. {till ro re 
ſerve the more ſharp and ſevere 
Reprofs for the more foul and 
. fcandalous Offences. For the) 
chat will preſently upon every 
{lender occaſion fly out into Ex 
clazations, Deteſtations ; and 
all paſhonate Exaggerations of 
Rhetorick , will bur laviſh]; 
{pend the vigour of their Za p 
an 


=> - 
pagan 


1nd leave themſelves no Art; no 
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Methods to expreſs their greater 
abhorcence for blacker Crimes. 


Fourthly, We are not to Re- 
prove thoſe whom 
reaſon to believe are ſuch de 
Tperate Wretches, that our Re- 


proofs 


would bur exaſperate 


them to {in the more for a Re- 


proof 


To theſe, ſuch would be 


no Acts of Love and Charity 

but rather a Deſign to defiray 
their Souls, and to heap more. 
and heavy loads of Wrath and 
Vengeance upon their Heads. 
Certainly 1f we haye any ſenſe 
of God's Glory, any Tender- 


.nefs and Compaſſion for our 


brothers Soul, we olight to be- 
ware that we do not inrage him 
the more, to diſhonour the 
one , or to wound the other , 

dy the miſtaken Chatity of our 
Reproof5; And therefore , St. 


E 2  - Auftens 


we have Reproef nos 


to be given 


C= where it will 


exaſperate. 
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Auſtine ſpeaks well (De Crvitate 
. De, lib. 1. cap. g. ) S: propterea 
corrigtendss male agentibus parett , 
quia opportunum tempus Tequirit, 
vel uſdem ipfes metuit ne deteriores 


ex hoc effictantur , videtur eſſe cm- 


cilium Charitatis. It 15 Charity not 
to reprove thoſe, who we be: 
lieye will be the worſe for our 
Reproefs, Alas how many are there 
in the World, who when the 
are reproved (and that very 
- juſtly) for their Sins, preſently 
fall a blaſpheming and curſing, 
_ railing at Piety, and all that 
profeſs it, violate the good 
Name of their Reprovers , and 
can hardly abſtain from offering 
violenceto their Perſons. Now 
ſuch as theſe are paſt Reproo, 
when-once they turn Reproof Ut 
ſelf into an Occaſion of further 
ſinning. The greateſt exerciſc 
of Charity to thele, 1s to let them 

| alone , 
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alone, and not to increaſe their 
Damnation, by ſtirring un the. 


yirulency and rancor of their 
Spirits. | 


Reproof 18 ſpiritual Phy/ick for 
the Soul. - Now as it 15 an 1m- 
rudent Courſe to adminiſter 
ſuch Phyfick to the Body, as will 
ritate, and not expel the pec- 
cant Humours : So likewiſe it 
s very 1mprudent and unſafe, to 
adminiſter ſuch Reproofs as we 
know cannot cure the Offender , 
but will only - irritate his Cor- 
ruption, and render jt the more 
turbulent, and him much worſe 
than he was before. And there- 
fore ſome are themſelves to be 
reproved, who with an 1mpru- 
dent Zeal reprove others, with-_ 
out eyer conſidering what Et- 
tects their Reprocfs are likely to 
produce, who, as ſoon as a Sin 
5 committed, think themſeives 


L 3 obliged 


| wo 
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Gal. 4. 18. 


proofs. 


obliged in Conſcience, inſtants 
ly to rebuke chem tor ir,although 
notonly they themſelves may j 
reviſed, but the Name 'ot God 
moſt horribly blaſphemed upon 
rhis very Occaſion, 

eed eg good to be zealouſly affebted 
always in a gooa flatter. Bur yet 
withal know, that as Zeal and 
Charity ought to be the Motive, 
ſo Chriſtian Prudence onght to 
be the Meaſure of all our Re- 
And if you take not the 
Advice of Diſcretion, your Zeal 
for God's Glory way but occa- 
{ton his Diſhonour ; and your 
Charity to the Souls of others, 
occaſion their ſorer Ruine and 
Damnation. Certainly we are 
not obliged ro reprove where 
we have reaſon to ſuſpeEt we 
ſhall rather do hurt than good. 
Je would be but a cruel Charity, 
to poifon one Brother in his 


Phyſik, 


Te 1s: ine? 
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Phy/ick,, and to kill him im his 

Cure. And therefore both Ss- | 
lmon , and a greater than So/o- 
mn, Our S avuwur C brift himſelf 3 
have forbidden us to mifplace 
Reproofs upon thoſe who are 


deſperate. Solomon tells us, He Prov. g. 7. 


that reproveth a Scorner, getteth to 
bumſelf Shame 3 and he that rebuketh 
4 wicked Man, getteth unto himſelf 
« Blot, And again, Reprove not 
a Scorner , leſt he batethee. And 


fays our Saviour, Grve not that Math. 7. 6 


which :s Holy unto Dogs, neither 
caſt ye your Pearls before Swine, lelt 
they trample them under their Feet , 
and [Urn again and rent you, Where 
it 15 very plain from the precedent 
Verſes, that hedehorts us from 
laviſhing out our Feproofs impru- 
dently upon Digs and Swene. 
Wicked and impure Perſons, on 
whom we have reafon to think 


mey will haye no cftcEt, but on- 


L 4 ly 
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TY. 
Time and. 
Place muff 
be obſerver 


proof. 


in giving Re» 


* a \ SY 
ly to inrage them, and make 


' them fly out both againſt God. 


and us, with the more V1olence | 
and Madneſs. To reprove ſuch, 
;s but to caſt up Water againſt 


an high Wind,. that will be ſure 


ro beat ir back again into otir 
own Faces. 
Andthus I have given you the 
Negative Rules in theſe four Par- 
ticulars. Reprove not without 


a certain knowledge of the Of- 


fence. Nor where others who 
are likely ro be more efftectual, 
have done it already. Nor for 
every involuntary flip. Nor thoſe 
who are liketo be the worſe for tt. 
Ler us now proceed to la) 
down ſome Poſitive Rules and 
Direfns for the right managing 

of our Reproefs. And here, 
 Firft, If thou would(t 
prove with ſucceſs, obſerye right 
Circumſtances of Time and 
- | Place J 


— 


ET 4 . 
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| Place: And ler the one be as 
_ 8 opportune, and the other as 
| private as thou canſt. We ought 
toobſerve the mollza tempora fan- 
|| dz, the ſoft and eaſy Hours of 
| ſpeaking. And therefore the 
BE wiſe Man tells us, 4 Word ſpe- Prov. 15. 23: 
| hen im ſeaſon, how good 1s it? It is 
eB /ihe Apples of Gold m Piflures of 
-  S:/ver, that1is, very beautiful and 
tf pleaſing. There are ſome hap- 
| py Seaſons wherein the moſt 
of rugged Natures are acceſſible ; 
,Þ. and 1c 1s a great part of Pru- 
x dence in all our Concerns , if 
{| we would naye them proſperous, 
tf to watch ſuch Opportunities , 
1 and to improye them. 
id Now uſually it is no. fit ſea- Ryrof we 
| fon for Reproof , wh 
Firſt, Preſently as foon as 1. 
e-l| the Sin is committed ; for then << _ 
ht the heat is not over , nor the commirtes. 
| uproar of the Paſſions and Af- 
| fections 


= 
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fections appeaſed. In all like- 
lihood a Reproef as yet would 
buc irritate. As Water falling 
upon a red hot Iron , doth but 
cauſe a great deal of Noiſe and 
Diſturbance : So a Reproof uit © 
upon theyery Act of aSin, doth I 
but makethe Sinner fume, eſtu-_ 
ate and tumultuate the more, 
Nor yet, | 
2. Secondly, Is a Time of Mirth 
rf wand Joy fit for Reproof ; for that' 
zzmcof Mir:h, WAN look like a piece of Envy, 
—____ asif we were malictous at their 
Proſperity, andtherefore ſtudied: 
to caſt in ſomewhat that might 
diſturb them ; and fo they will 
| be apt to interpret it. Nor, 
3+ Thirdly, TIsa Time of exceed- 
Picatr; ;-1ng great Sadneſs and Sorrow , 
ci: of Sorrow. 2, proper Seaſon for Reproof ; for 
this will look like Hoſtilicy and 
Hatred, as if we deſigned utter- 
ly to overwhelm and diſpatch 
them. But 
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for -this Duty, is whenthey are 
moſt calm and ſedate, their 
Paſhons huſht, and their Rea- 
ſon (with whichyou areto deal) 
again reſeated upon its Throne. 
When they are free from all 
nward Perturbations of Mind , 
and from all con{1derable Alte- 
ationsin their outward Eſtate 
and Condition. Ther, if eyer, 
they will liſten to Reproef , and 
take right Meaſures of the Sin 
for which you reprove them. 
But 1f we reprove them when 
their Paſſions are in a Tumule , 
and all within in an Uproar and 
Combuſtion, it is no wonder at 
allif either they reject or reyile 
our Reproofs ; for we then ac- 
cuſe them before very corrupt 
judges, v:z., their own Paſh- 
ons and corrupt Aﬀections. 
And you may with as. much 
| Reaſon , 


* But the fitteſt opportunity = , 
Bu ; PP / ſea xa fic 


moſt caln and 
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Jonah 4. 9. 


Reaſon, and as good Succeſs E 
chide the Sea for being Tem-'' | 
peſtuous, when the Winds rage © 


and are let looſe uponit. Chide 


a Man for being angry when 


heis angry, and what will you 


get by it, but only ſome of hs | 
foam caſt upon you? Let God 
* himſelf expoſtulate with an im: 


patient onab ,, whilſt he is in his 
fit of- Impatience : Doeſ# thou 
well to be angry? and he will tell 


him ſnappiſhly to his Face, Tha | 
| be dothwel 20 be angry, even to the 


very Deatly., Thereis no dealing 
with Men while their Paſſions 
blind their Reaſon ; This makes 


chem as utterly incapable of 


taking good Counſel, as if they 
were brute Beaſts. Thou wett 
as good thruſt thy Hand into a 
Waſps Neſt , as come with Re- 
proofs and Rebukes when the 
Swarm 1s up, to be ſure thou 
ſhalr 


{ 
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ſhalt only go away with many _, 


a Sting and Wound, and thou 


mayeſt chank thy ſelf for no bet- 


ter timing thy Reproofs. 


Indeed in Caſes of great Im- 


portance and abſolute Neceſlity, 
we may run this Venture, and 


poſſibly ſucceed well in it. 'I hus 


Joab very ſharply reproved Da- 


wd,. when he ſo immoderately 5 5 7 


mourned for Abſalom. And I 
think it 1s one of the roundeſt 
Checks that ever a dutiful Sub- 


© | gave to his Prince ; but if he 


had not taken that very time , 
the' Caſe had been deſperate , 
and his People had all forſaken 
him, and therefore the neceſſity 
of Aﬀairs would not permit 
him to expect a more ſeafon- 
able Addreſs. Otherwiſe gene- 
rally, it is more adviſeable co 
wait a fitting and cool tune. As 
God is ſaid to come down 27 the 

| cool 


2 Sam. 19. 


2. 
Reproof muſt be 
with Gentlexeſs 
and Meekneſs. 
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. cool of the Day to reprove Adam, 


So likewiſe ſhould we come in 
the cool ſeaſon of a Man's Paſſi- 
ons, When all 1s quiet and tem- 
perate within, for then 1s there 
the greateſt probability of Suc- 
cels. 
Secondly, If thou wouldit haye 
thy Reproofs ſucceſsful, reproye 
with all Gentleneſs and Meck- 
neſs, without giving any railing 
or reviling Terms. He that 
mingles Reproach with Reproef, 
engages a Man's Reputatton to 
{ide with his Vices : For whilſt 
we ſhew any Bitterneſs in our 
Reproofs , and give them in vilt- 
fying and ignominitous Lar- 
guage, the Vehicle will hinder 
the Operation of the Phylick, 
For they will look like the up- 
braidings of an Enemy ; and it 


1s a thing moſt abhorrent unto 


Nature, to follow the Counſcls 
and 
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and Adyice of an Enemy. And 
therefore the peſtle chargeth us, 
Brethren, 
a fault, you that are ſpiritual ,xeſtore 
ſuch an one in the ſpirit of Meekneſs, 
conſudering thy ſel | left thou be alſo 
tempted. Whuch laſt Clauſe inti- 
mates to. us, that we ought to 
deal as tenderly with a fallen 
Brother, as we would deſire to 
be dealc with our ſelves, were 
we in the ſame condition. For 
having the ſame corrupt Nature, 

and being ſubject to the like 
Temptations, we may likewiſe, 

through God's dereliction of us, 
fall into the ſame Miſcarriages. 
Now would(it thou take it well, 

if any ſhould reviſe and reprove 
thee, condemn thee for a rotten 


Hypocrite, as ' Fob Friends did. 


him ; or draw hideous black 
Conſequences from every failing 
and weakneſs of thine ? Certain- 


ly 


if a Man be overtaken in Gal. 6. «. 


B I pI 


ly thou wouldſt net interpret this - 


to be friendly and candid deal- 
ing: No more dv thou with 


others. Itis a true Saying, That 
he ' who would know his own 
Faults, had need haye either, 


faithful riend; or a bitter Ene- 
my ; they will both be ſure to 


do it to the full. But then the. 


difference is, that an Enemy'%s 


Reproofs are aſually joined with. 


Reproaches, and when We are fal- 


len, he will ſtand and inſult 
oyer us. But a true Chriſtian 


Friend will faithfully repreſent 
our condition to us, Pity - us 
init, and endeayour to help and 


raiſe us out of it. And ſuch 


ſhould we be to all, not railing 
on them for Hypocrites; or loſt 
and deſperate Apoſtates ; for this 
certainly 1s not the way to reduce 
them,but rather to confirm and 
harden chem in their Sins. - We 
thould 
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ſhould not gripe nor preſs their 


Wounds, but rather gent}y anoint 


and chafe them, Our Reprosfs 
ſhould be as Oyl, ſmooth and 
knitive, to ſoak into and ſupple 


the Part affected. And therefore 


te Apoſtle again exhorts us, 72 
meekneſs to inſtruts thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves. Þutc whilſt We CXx- 
daim againſt them with bicter 
yeCtives, and dip all our Re- 
proofs 1N Gall and Satyr, we may 
quickly make them loath the 
Medicine rather rhan the Diſeaſe, 


and ſooner break their Hez2ds_ 


with ſuch Rebukes, than their 

Hearts for their Offences. 
Thirdly, TT hough our Pc 

proofs mult be meek and gentle 


2 "Tin. 2; £5; 


I; 


Reproof muſt | 
2 be quick and 


yet maſt they be quick and Viz <vinadar 


ﬀacious alſo. For as Charity 
requires the one, fo doch Zeal 
the other: And the beſt and 
moſt equal Temper, is rightly 
M to 


I 62 
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James 71. 2c. 


- againſt his Sin, (for a-remiſs Re- 


.Nitent.) Weought ſo to reprove, 


to mix theſe two, that at once ' 
we may ſhew Meekneſs to 
his Perſon , (for the Wrath of 
Man worketh not . the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God) and Sharpneſs - 


prover will but make a {low Pe- 


that he may not think ve only 
zeſt and dally with him, and for 
this it is neceſlary that we do it 
with all Seriouſneſs, Gravity 
and Authority, not playing 4 
bout the Wound,” but ſearching 
into the yery depth and bottom 
of it. And therefore we mult F, 
uſe ſuch words as are molt ſig- n 
nificant of our meaning , moſt 7; 
expreſſye of our Grief and Sor: 4 
row for him, and which we h 
chink moit apt to expoſe the 
Vice that we reprove , and make || 
it moſt. odious and hateful, f. 
keeping (till within the bounds I, 


of 


| of a ſober and friendly Redar- 


© harply, that they maybe ſound mm the 
ll Faith. If they want Salt and 


oſhbly may cleanſe thoſe 


| before they can be healed. O- 


eteEtual. The Tempers and 
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gution. Hence the poſtle gives 
Titus this Advice, Rebuke them Ti. : 13: 


Vinegar, ſpare them not. This 


Wounds thar elſe would feſter * 
and putrify. But here 1s required 
nuch ſpiritual Prudence to know 
how to ſuit Reproof, according 
to the different Conditions and 
Tempers of the Perſons you deal 
with. Some muſt be Jauncht 
and ſearcht to the very Quick 


thers require. a gentle Hand. 
Ithey be proud and finbborn , 
they need Corrofives. Bur for 
thoſe who are naturally meek 
and mild, a meek and mild 
Courſe will be eafteſt and mott 


(ales of particular Chriſtians 
M 2 are 
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are ſo various, that there can 
be no Rules given that may be 
applicable to every Condition, 
I his muſt of neceſſity be left to 
your Prudence and Difcre. 
tion. Only this Rule 1s infall: 
ble, Be ſure you flatter none 
their Vices, extenuate not ther 
Sins; whenthou com it toreproy 
them, do 1t not 1n ſport : It 
them (ee thou art in very godd 
earneſt, and tell them their Sn, 
as!t is in 1t ſelf, without min 
cing the matter, or the circum: 
{tances of it. For Men areab 
ways apt to impute ſomewlut 
of the Reproof to the ſeyerity of 
him that gives it, rather than to 
the demerits of their own Offet- 
ces. And therefore, it thouthy]] { 
ſelf ſhalt ſpeak bur ſlightly off n 
their Sins , they will be ready] & 
to concluderhat they were noney|, 
or at leaſt fo ſmall, that it wa v 
nothing 
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nothing but Officiouſnels; and 


BenediCtion given too officioui- 


ling, that it is but a Curſe and a 


| that receive it. Indeed there are 


worſe) we ought openly to re- 


— 
VE 


* — 


— — 


the love of Cenfuring made thee 
take notice of them, 

Pourthly, Let all thy Reproofs RF. 
be given as ſecretly and privately gives i 
s poſſibly thou canſt ; otherwiſe "7 
thou wilt ſeem not ſo much to 
am at thy Brother's Reformati- 
0n, as at his Shame and Confus 
hon. For if (as the Wiſeman 
tells us) a loud and clamorous Prov. 27. 14. 


ly, 1s ſo far from being a Bleſ- 


Shame to a Man's Friend. Cer- 
tainly then a publick clamorous | 
keproof muſt only tend to the 
Shame and Reproach of them 


lome who oftend openly before 
many : Theſe, (if thzre be no 
fear of irritating them to do 


buke, and to give them their 
M 3  Reproof 


_ 


— 
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x Tim. 5. 20. 


Matth, 18. 15. 


I. 
To preſerve the 
Reputation of 
Religion, 


diſcredic, Anl 


Reproof .1n 'the Company where 
they have given the Offence, ſo 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Thoſe that Sin 
rebuke before all ; that 1s, ſuppo- 
{ing rhar their Sins be open and 
publick. But for others whoſe 
Sins and Miſcarriages have been 
private, and only known to our 
ſelves and a few others, weonght 
to reprove them 1n ſecret, and 
to be tender not only of their 
Souls, bur of their Reputation 
alſo. So is the Gounſel of our 
Saviour, 1f thy Brother ſhall treſ- 
paſs againſt thee, go and tell him his 


Fault between thee and him alone, 


And indeed this is a neceſlary 
piece of Prudence, not only to 


preſerve his Reputation and good 


Name as much as maybe,butalſo, 


Hirſt, To preſerve the Repu- 


cation of Religion it ſelf, which 


a more publick divulging of his 
Offences might much impair and 
Second: 


" 
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| Secondly, To hinder the ſprea- 
ding of an evil Example, which 


make uſe of, to encourage them 
in the like Tranſgreſſhons. And, 

Thirdly, To preſerve him ſer- 
yiceable for the future ; for by 
reporting his Miſcarriages, thou 


lefſeneſt his Credit, and thereby 


rendreſt him leſs capable of do- 
ing good than he was before. 


| For though he may recoyer him- 


ſelf out of the Snare of the De- 
v:/, and his Wound be healed, 


| yet if his Faults have been made 


—_—_ INS « —_ is lies ——_ 


publick, the Scar will {till re- 


main: And this will be ſuch a 


blemiſh to him, thar having loſt 
much of his repute among Men, 


he will likewiſe loſe much of 


thoſe Advyanrages he formerly 
had of doing good in theWorld; 


andthou by thy zmprudent Reproofs 


be the cauſe of it. Upon all 
"=" 4 theſe 


To hinder the 
ſpreading of an © 
alſo perhaps ſome or other would vil &anz!. 


That they may 
be ſerviceable 
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Superiours muſt 


be rep!i "ved Fee . 


Jpeffuly. 


Job 34. 18. 


theſe Accounts it 15 neceſſary that ' 


thy Reproifs De managed with 
the greatcit _SECTECY and Priva- 


cy that may be: For as St. Anftin. 
pea well , &« If whillt thou 


© alone hal thy Brother to 


<« have offended, and yer wilt 


c« rebuke him before all, Non e 
« correffor, ſed proditor : Thoy 
& art not a Reproyer, but 4 
2 Leraver, - 

Fifthly, Reprove not one wha 
1s greatly thy Superiour, unleſs 
it be at a reſpectful diſtance. 


Towards ſach, we mult nor uſe 


down-right and blunc Rebukes 3 ; 


bur rather infinuate things into 


them with Addreſs and Arrifice. 
What ſays Elhu , Is it fit to fa 


to 4 King, T hou ns wicked, and tt 


Princes, Te are unzodly 2 And in- 
deed in this Cafe uſually , it is 


raoſt fit and decent chat thy Re-' 


$rcofs ſhould not carry their own 


Shape 
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{| Shape and Form , bur diſguiſe 
them rather inco Parables or In- 


treaties, or into any ſuch hum- 


ble and becoming Method :- 


Yet withal, let ſo, much appeas, 
as that hey may well enough 
know thy drift and intent. For 


1t becomes the Wiſdom and Sta- 
tion of Inferiours , ſo to order 
their Speech, that if it can but. 


be interpreted as 2 Reproof,, their 
Super:ours may and will certain- 
ly know they meant it for ſuch. 
Thus the Apoſtle bids us, Rebuke 


'not- 472 Elder, but rather itreat him 


as a Father, For becauſe their 
Place and Calling required Re- 
ſpect and Reverence , therefore 
be Apoſtle would not have them 
bluntly Rebuked, but thar the 
Reproof ſhould be clad 'in ario- 
ther dreſs, that they might ap- 


pear to be rather Iptreaties than 
Rebukes, 


We 


7 "Tn: ex. 
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as 


6. 


FP: muſt not be 
geilty of the 


Sins we reprove 


ethers for. 


We may obſerye likewiſe, 
chat when Nathas was fent im-_ 


 mediately by God to reproye 


King David, he doth not attack 
him directly, and fall rudely up- 
on him for his Adultery and 
Murder, but cloaths his Speech 
in a Parable, and when he had 
ſo repreſented the heinouſneſs 
of his Sin, fo as by that means 
to make him firſt reprove and 
condemn himſelf, then he tells 
him, Thou art the Man. 

S:ixtbly, If thou wouldit haye 
thy Reproofs efteftual, eſpecial: 
ly beware that thou thy ſelf art 
not guilty of thoſe Sins which 
chou reproyeſt in another. It 
were indeed a Temper to be 
wiſhd and prayd for , that we 
could only reſpect how righte- 
ous the Reproof were, and not 
how righteous the Perſon 1s 


who gives it, For there 1s no 
more 


cy wwe 
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more reaſon to reject - found 
Admonition, becauſe it comes 
from an unſound Heart , than 
there is to ſtop our Ears againſt 
good Counſel becauſe it 1s de- 
livered perhaps by an unſayou- 
ry Breath. - Yet- fo it is, that 
when Men of defiled Conſcien- 
ces and Converſations reprove 
others, they are apt to juſtifie 
themſelves by recriminating, or 
elſe to think they do but ſpore 
and jeſt with them : Or thirdly 
to hate them for groſs Hypo- 
crites and Diſlemblers ; or laſt- 
ly, to think they do þut enyy 
them their Sins, and that they 
would ingroſs all to themſelves. 
It was a true Obſervation of 
Pliny in his Epiſtles, Lib. 8. Epilt. 
22, That there are ſome, Qu: fic 


alurum vifatis iraſcuntur, quaſy n= 


 Videant : Who are'ſo angry at 0- 


ther Mens Vices, as if they 
__ envied 
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envied them. It cannot be ho- 
ped that the Reproof of ſuch 
ſhould ever take place. . But 
when a Man of a clear and un- 
ſpatted Name ſhall reprove the 
Sins. and Vices of others, his 
Rebukes carry Authority with 
them, and if they cannot re- 
| form yet at leaſt mult they needs 
daunt and filence the Offen- 
ders, that they ſhall have nothing 
to reply, no Subterfuges nor E- 
valions , but they muſt needs 
be convinced that their Sins are 
as &yil, as he repreſents them 
by his own. Care and Caution to 

| be avoided. 
5. Fifthly, The only Thing that 
| Muive: forre- Temains 1s tO propound to you 
Breker. {ome Motrves that may quicken 
you to the conſcientious dif- 
charge. of this much neglected 
Duty. And I ſhall buc name 
ſome few, and leaye them to 
your 
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your conſideration to be farther 
preſt upon you. And here next 
to the expreſs Command of Al- 
mighty God, whoſe Authority a- 
lone ought to prevail againſt all 
the Difficulties that we either 


find or fancy in the way of 'Obe- 


dience thereunto : 


———_— 
— 


' Conſider, Firſt, the great be- ami of 


nefit that may redound both to 
the Reprover, and Reproved. 
Firſt, Thou ſhalt hereby pro- 
vide thy ſelf a Friend that may 
rake the ſame liberty to reprove 
thee, when it ſhall be needful, 
and for thy great good. And 
it may very well be thought that 
the 4poſtle upon this Account 


' requires us to Reſtore our fallen Gal. 6. x. 


Brother, with meek Reproofs, confa- 
dermg our ſelves , leſt we alſo be 
tempted : That 1s, that hereby 
we may purchaſe a true Friend , 
who will be as faithful to us, as 
ve 


- 


proving others. 
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Prov. 9. 8. 


Prov. 58. 23. 


Dan. 12. 3. 


Prov. 24. 25., 


ſhall come upon them. 


Thirdly ; Thou ſhalt increaſe 


moſt generous way of procuring 
to our ſelyes true Loye and Re- 


ſpect from thoſe whom we haye. 


thus reformed. So fays Sob- 


mon, Rebuke a wiſe Man, and he 
will love thee. And in another 


place, ſays he, He that rebuketh 
a Man, afterwards ſhall find more 
favour than he that flattereth with 
bi TOS. 

Secondly ,, Thou wilt hereby 


intitle thy ſelf to that great and 


precious Promiſe, That they that 
be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs 


of the Firmament ; and they that 


turn many to Righteouſneſs » as the 
Stars for ever and ever. And to 
that other of the#wiſe Man, To 


them that rebuke the Wicked , ſhall 


be Delight , and a good Bleſſong 


thy own Graces and Comiorts 
more 
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we have been to. him. How: 
. ever, certainly it is the beſt and 
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more than poſſibly thou could(t 
do by ſeparating thy ſelf from 
fhem. Thy Graces will . be 
more confirmed , becauſe re- 


proving of others will engage 


thee to a greater Watchfulneſs 


oyer thy ſelf. Thy Comforts 


alſo will be encreaſed , becauſe 
a conſcientious diſcharge of this 
Duty, will be to thee a great E- 
vidence of the Integrity and ſin- 
cerity of thy Heart. 

Firſt, The practice of this 
Duty will be greatly profitable 
knovveſt thou but ic may be a 
means to turn him from his Int- 
quity, and fo thou ſhalt prevent 


&, 


a NMultitude of Sins , and ſave aJem. 5. 46- 


Soul tom Death. And hereby 


I:zayiſe we ſhall fruſtrate one _ 
of te great Deſigns and Artifi- 


c2s of the Devil, which 1, to 
2112re Men to Sin by the Exam- 
; ples 


4 


unto him that 1s reproved. How ' 


RS 
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Tit. J- 3: 


1 Joh. 3. 15. 


ples of thoſe Wickedneſles that 
paſs uncheck'd and uncontrou[d 
in the World. 

Secondly , Conf1der that we 
our ſelves alſo were difobed;- 


. ent and fooliſh, ſerving divers 


Luſts and Pleaſures ; but were 
wrought upon either by pub: 


| lick or private Reproof. And 


why then ſhould not we uſe the 
ſame Charity towards others, 
which God hath been pleaſed to 
make effeEtual towards us. 
Thirdly, Conſider that the 
Text makes it an apparent fign 
of hating our Brother, if we 
forbear juſtly to reprove him 
Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother a 
thy Heart : thou fhalt in any wiſe 
reprove him. So that he who re- 
proves not his Brother , hates 


him. Now he that hates his Bro 


ther is a Murderer, ſays”St. John. 
And no Murderer bath Eternal Life. 
Yea, 


—Þ Brnberly 4 A Tervar wag 
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Yea, 'We are -guilry of Soul-Mur- 


der, which is fo much the more-- - - 


| heinous, by how much the Squl 
1s more precious than the Body. 
Fourthly, Conſider : that the 


rformance of this Duty; were 


1t more-univerſal, would be the 
apteſt and readieſ} means to pre- 
-yent Schiſm and Diviſion. The 
grand pretence for Separation, 
is the wickedneſs of many who 
are Charch-Members. Now our 
Saviour's Method is, . That ſuch 


ſhould be firſt reproved and ad- 


moniſh'd, before they be caſt 
out ; bur it is a moſt prepoſte- 


Tous and headlong Courle that 


thouſands in our Days take, who 
caſt themſelyes out of the Com- 
munion' of the Church, for the 
dins: of thoſe who deſerve.to be 
caſt out ; and rather than they 
will perform chis ingrateful 
Work. of Reproof, chooſe to ſe- 
q N parate z 
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parate 3 Whereas if they would 
Mat. 18. 15, make uſe of our Caviar Chriſffs 
Advice, to reprove. privately, 
and in caſe of Obſtinacy,: to 
convict publickly, there would 
be, as'no 'need, fo: no Pretence 
| lefr for Separation 3. but either 
their . private would 
prevail to reform, or, their pub- 
lick Complaints and-Acculations 
to remove Offenders. 
Fifthly, Conſider, that the 
neglect. of this Duty, bring 
the Sin and Guilt of 4pm up- 
on your own Souls: See for ths 
Eph. 5. 11. that Scripture, Ephefuans $e I [ 
Have no Fellowſhip with the unfrun- 
ful Works of Darkneſs, ant rule 
reprope them. If We reprove 
them not, we are Partakers:df 
their ey1il Deeds, and .deferve to 
be Partakers of their Torment. 4 
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God's Wrath, Explain'd. 


HEB. X. 39, Zl; 
For we know bim that hath 
 faid, Vengeance belongeth 
' wnto' me, I will recom- 
pence, faith the Lord ; 
and again, T he Lord ſhall. 
judge his People. 
ts a fearful thing to fall 
' tuto the Hands of the 
Living Gad, © 


] | 'Here are two principal At- 4 tw: 


hes. IM 
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Pike Scripture propounds to us as 
the moſt powerful and .cfhca- 
ous Motives to reſtrain us from 
N 2 _ 


, . duffion. 
tributes of God, which" 


 - God's Wrath 


Rom, 2. 4. 


"Sin : And they are his Merg, 


_ certainly that Mercy that expre{ 


_ of the infinite Free-Grace of God, 


Wounds which were. at firſt 0 


and his Juſtice; Mercy tho' it bea 
ſoft, yet 15 ita ftrongArgumentth 
encourage us to Purity and Ho. 
lineſs.'/: And therefore ſays: the 
Apoſtle, The Goodneſs of Gu 
leadeth us to Repentance, And 


ſeth it ſelf fo ready+ to pardoh 
Sin, cahnot but lay a,mightyOb- 
ligation upon the Ingenuity of 2 
Chriſtian Spirit to abſtain from 
the commiſhon of ir. He that 
can'encourage himſelf in Wic: 
kedneſs, upon the con{ideration 


doth bu ſpurn thoſe very Bowel 
that yern towards him, and ſtrike 
at God with his--awyn Golden 
Scepter,, yea he tears abroad thoſ 


5 We - 


pened. for him, and .caſts The 
Biood of his Saviour back agan 
in his Face. But becauſe Inge- | ic 

EO  nuity 


' dreadful to Sinners. Ior 

* | uiry is periſht from off the . 
Farch, and Men are generally 
more apt to be wrought upon 
by Arguments drawn from Fear 
than Love, therefore the Scripture 
propounds to us the conſideration 
of the dreadful Juſtice of God 
arrayed in all theterrible Circum- 
ſtances of it , that ,if Mercy 
cannot allure us, Juſtice at leaſt 
nighe affright us from our Sins. 
And as thoſe who are to trayel 
horow W uderneſſes and Deſerts, 
carry Fire with them to terrifie 
wild and ravenous Beaſts, and 

to. ſecure themſelyes from "their 
Als: : Sodorh the great God, 
Who hath to deal with bruciſh 

nf Men , Men more fayage than 
n wild Beaſts , he kindles a Fire 
+$bout him, and appears to them 
, all in Flames and Fury ; that 

0-0 he mighe fright them from 
7 Pei bold Attempts, who other- 
ity N 3 wif 
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Job 15. 26. 


wiſ would-be ready, to run 2h 
bis Neck and the thick Boſſes of bit | 


Buckler. 


And therefore in the Four pre 
cedent PYerſes , we find the : 4 


po threatning moſt tremen 


ſu bo in againftall char ſhould 
lly tranfgreſs , after thy IN 
had received the knowledge & 


the Truth. He tells us, there me 


Mains no more ſacrifice for therr Star, 

Nothing to expiate their Guilt, 
but -that they theniſelves mil 
fall a Burnt-Sacrifice to the && 


fended Juſtice of God , conl 


med with that fiery Indignatioh 
that ſhall certainly ſeize and prey 


Heb.:0.28,29. UPON them for ever; Arid in 


P. 28, 29. he ſets forth the &;Þ 
ceeding Dreadfulneſs* of the 
Judgment, by a compariſon be- 
tween thoſe that violated the Lav] | 
of Moſes, and thoſe that rn 


Fg annul the Law of C brift, 'H Q 
Fy 
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that deſpiſed Moſes's Law, who 
himſelf was but a Servant, and 


'# his Laws conſiſted of inferiour - 
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and lefs ſpiritual Ordinances , 
yet a Deſpiſer and Tranſgreſ- 
ſor of theſe was to die without 
Mercy .; certainly much forer 


Judgments - await thoſe , who 


reject the Laws of Chrift,, and 
trample him who is the Sz and 
Lord of the Houſe, under - foot ; 
iccountinvg his Blood unholy 
and prophane , renouncing- his 
Merits, and blaſpheming the 
Holy Spirzc by which our Sa- 


Tour acted : Such as theſe, ſhall 


eternally periſh with leſs Mercy, 
than thoſe that died without Mercy. 
Where obſerve the ſtrange Em- 


' phaſes that the Ypoſile lays upon 
| this dreadful Communation ; he 


tells us theyſhall be ſorer puniſhd, 
thanthoſe thac arepuniſhed with- 


"out Mercy ;-£o let us. know, that 


N 4 as 
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| heyond all _— ' Theyfall 


as. thereare tranſcendent Glories, ) 
ſuch as Eye hath not feen, nor Ear 


| beard, nor can it enter into the Heart 


of- Man to conceive, referved intha 
Heavens for thoſe that love God; 
fo arethere Woes and Torments; 
fuch as Bye hath not ſeen, Bur 
beard , nor Can it enter into the 
Heart of" Man to conceive, how 
great and inſupportable = 


_ are, prepared in Hell for tho 


hat hats him. They ſhall dis 
with leſs Mercy, an thoſe that 
die without Mercy. ih 

Now that we might not 
wonder at ſuch a Paradox as ths, 
the Apoſtle gives the Reaſon of 
it in my Text, For we know him 


that hath fad , Vengeance belongeth 
«unto me, It is the Vengeance of 
God, and a falling mnto the Hands 


of Gad , - and therefore it 15-00 
wonder if their Puniſhments be 


under 


dreadful to Sinners. 


Ly 


under the Power and Wrath of 
aninfinite God, which when we 
have -heaped Superlatives upon 
Superlatives, yet ſtill we muſt 


expreſs defectively, and all that 


we can Concelve of it falls vaſtly 
ſhort of reaching but a faint and 
languiſhing reſemblance thereof. 
It 1s a State fo full of perfect 
Miſery, that Miſery it ſelf is too 
eaſy a Name to give it ; yea, 
whatſoever we. can ſpeak moſt 


 appoſitely of it, is but diminiſh- 


ing it ; for becauſe itis the Wrath 
and Vengeance of an infinite God, 
It can no more be known by us, 
than God himſelf. /Plunge your 
Thoughts as deep into it as you 


infinite 4byſe which you: can 


never fathom. ' And O that. 
the conſideration of this Wrath 
| might cauſe us totremble before 


cis grear and terrible. God, char 


can, yet ſtill chere remains an 
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_ weMight ſo fear it, as never to 


feel it 5 and be perfwaded to fall 
down at his Feet, that we may 
_ fall MR Hands: Ang 

' we may be thus afteGed, I 
have chaſea this Text to fee 
forth the Greatneſs and Dreadtul- 
neſs of that "Wrath and V enge- 
ance which the righteous Gad 
will execute'upan all ſtubborn 


and diſobedtent W retches. 
A Text that ſpeaks to us, as 


God did:to the 1/rae/ites from 
Mount Smat, out 'of the mid{t of 
the Fire and [Blackneſs, Dark- 
neſs and Tempelt, 1n the V oice 
of a Trumpet. And truly we 
have all need to have ſuch rou- 
{mg Truths frequently 1nculca- 
ted upon 1is,/ifor the beſt of us 
are Letburgical, andthough ſome» 
time when 'our Conſciences -are 
pincht hard byaſevereand ſearch- 
ing Truth, \we:ſtarc and lgoka- | 


broag, yer as ſoonas the preſent | 


Impreſſion 


— 


Taal ro $5 inoers. Y 


EL 


mm preſſion | is oyer, we cloſe otit 
Eyes, and fall aſleep again in 
Sm and Securfty. There is a 
ſtrangeDulinefs and Stupor hath 
ſeizd us, that we can no longer 
| keep waking than we are hook. 
And therefore. as we ufe to 
#pply Eire and. burning Coals to 
Lethargick Perſotis ro awaken 
them ; ſo we have need: to heap 
Coats of Fire upon Mens Heads, 


to ſpeak with fiery Tomener, and = 


wunder Woe #rid Wrath and 
Fudgrtients againſt them, that 
we miay rotze the fecore ſtopid 
Wort, aid fcorch thetn 'into 
Life and Senſe. 
_ - In the Wotds we have cheſs 
Uvo Patts _ of 

'Pirft, A A n Appro -_ ak 
ka geance'tinto G 

nh tmto Mey T — Bp Me, 
fab ohe Lord, 
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Deut. 32. 35. 


"| = Vengeance jr 


from the conlideration of the 


Author and Inflicter of it, /tzs 
4 fearful thing to fall into the Hands 
of the Irving God, 

I begin with the firſt of theſe ; 


God's appropriating and chal- 


lenging Vengeance unto hiin- 


ſelf. Vengeance vieges unto me ,, 


T1 will recompence, ſaith the Lord. 
Which Paſlage he Apoſtle cites 
OuCc 2 Deuteronomy, To me belong- 


eth Vengeance and Recompence,, and 


the Lord ſhall judge bis People. It 


is his great and royal Prerogatiye 


that he doth ſometimes makeuſe 


of in inflicting Judgments Wm 
c 


the Wicked in this World 
moſt 'eſpecially in the W orld. tp 


come. And to this future Venge- 


ance, the Words ought particu- 
| larlytobeapplyed. Now from 


this conſideration, That Venge- 
ance 1 2 peculiar Manner be- 
longs 


Ul 
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longs -unto -the great God, we 
- May obſerve,  _ | 

| That God himſelf will bethe im- 
mediate Inflier of the Puniſhnents 
of the Danmed. 

Ic is therefore here called a 
falling into the Hands of the living 
Ged, which denotes his immedi- 
ate , Effictency n their Tor- 
ments. $ wo - 
- - Ir. is true, God doth uſe ſe- 
yeral Inſtruments of Torture in 


Hell. There is the Worm. that 


never dies, and the Fire thatnever 
goes out, which I ſuppoſe to be 
not only a Metaphorical, but po- 
{ibly a Material Fire, elevated to 


ſuch a degree of Subtilty , as 


that it ſhall at once torture the 
Soul, and not conſume the 
Body. And this Fire the Devel, 
.who are their Executioners, will 
be officiouſly raking about chem, 
 uling allcheir malicious Artto 
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Heb. 12. 29. 


| Ia. 33.14 


increaſe their eternal Miſery. 
Bur theſe things are but ſmall 


Appendages, and the flighter | 


Circumſtances - of their Tor- 
ments; the moſ} exact and in- 
tolerable part of their Torture 
ſhall be inflicted on them from 


another Fire , an intelligent E- | 


verlaſting, and therefore an un- 
quenchnene Fire, eyen Gad him- 
ſelf, for ſo he 1s ſaid to be, Oar 
Gol is a coſuming Fire, © © 

And though we ordinarily 
ſpeak ply of Hef! Fire, yet not 
only Hell, but Heaven is full of 
this Fire, conſult chat place, Who 


among us ſball awell with the de- 


Touring Fire ? who among us fhall 
dwell with everlaſting rhe ? 
Would not ane think at the firſt 


ſound of the Words, that the 


Prophet ſpeaks = of ſuch ' as 
ſhould' be damned in Hell, .rc- 
maining there in eyerlaſting Bur- 
7 ones? 


. ia. ado fl. ail. cc. EY EE ann” EE Fe Ya #% 
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nings ? And demands of them, 
who among them could endure 
chis ? No, but u appears plain- 
ly, that this Fire and Burning is 
in _— it ſelf, 00 _— 

by putting ueſiion, 
= full duell with = devou- 
rang Fire. end everlaſting Buruings ? 
asks who ſhall be faved , and 
not who ſhall be deſtroyed # 
And-therefore in the i 5th. Verſe, 
be tells us , that he ſhall do it, 


wha walketh uprightly, and ſpeaks 


eh uprightly, that deſpiſeth the gain 
of Oppreſſon, that ſhaketh is Hands 
from hofding of Bribes , that flop- 
zh his Bars from. hearing of Blood, 


aud fhatteth his Eges from ſeeing of 


By: Such a one ſhall dwe 
wth the deyouring Fire ; that is, 
he ſhall for ever dwell with God 


in Heaven. So that we ſee God 


is a Fire both to the Wicked, 
and to theGodly ; to the Wic- 


ked - 
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ked He 15a penetrating tortiring Fires 
and they- ecambeſitble diate 
for his Wrath.and Vengeance to 
prey upon 3 but to the Godly he 
1s a purifying and cheriſhing: Fire 
only. And as: Lightning; doth 
not only .cleanſe and refine 
Air, but: rends Trees and: Rocks in 
*pieces ; - diſſolves - Metals7, --and 
| breaks thorow: whatſoever oppo 
ſeth it :'*So' this: great -anid:  4l- 
mehty Fite 'only. retreſheth; and 
comforteth the Godly, \'wheres 
it breaks and tears the Wicked 
17- pieces , and melts them like 
Wax before the\ſcorching Heat 
of it. And though I deny ac 
but” there | may. be ſomewhat 
like that which .'we commonly 
apprehend when we ſpeak of Hell, 
fome unquenchable Flames: pre- 
pared by the Wiſdom and Power 
of God forthe eternal Torment 
of choſe thar ſhall be caſt thers- 


_ into; 
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into ; yet withal I think chat 
their - moſt exquiſite Tormenty 
ſhall be from that #:re that 1s 
God himſelf. / 

: For if we obſerve, it is faid 
_ oO be everlaſting Hire prepared for 


the Devil and bis Angels, Now "IA 4t; 


the Devzls are ſpiritual Subſtan- 
| ces, and flames of Fre themſelyes. 


He makgth bis Angels Spirits, and Pham 104, 4 


his Miniſters;that 1s his Miniſtring 
Spirits, whether good or evil, 
whether Miniſters of his Wrath, 
or Miniſters of his Mercy, He 
makes them Flames of Fite, They 
are ſuch piercing and ſubtile 
Flames, that Lightning it ſelf is 
but groſs and dull, compared to 
them: Yer here is a Fre that 
ſhall eyen torture Fzre it ſelf, a 
Fire that ſhall burn thoſe. Flames 
of Fire; and that is God, who 
being a Spirit, and the God of 
Spirits, can eaſily pierce into the 

®, yery 
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very Centre of their Being. So. 


that 'the Damned 1n .He!/ ſhall 
for eyer find themſelves burnt 
with a double Fire, a Material 
Fire, ſuted and adapted to im- 


preſs Pain and Torment upon 


the Body, yet without waſting 


and conſuming it; And an #n- 
Pfu ble intelleftual Fire, that ſhall 


prey upon the Soul, and«fill it . 


with unſpeakable Anguiſh and 


Horror, and this 15 no other than 


God himſelf. 


And .1n-this there 1 1s Atrue Pa | 
rallel between Heaven and Hell; 
for as in Heaven, though there 


are many created Excellencies 
and Glories, which contribute 
to the Beatitude of the Saints:: 
yet their moſt ſubſtantial Hap- 
pinels 1s from their immediate 
fruition of God : So likewiſe 
in Hel!, though there be many 


C1 cited: and invented Tortures, 


yet 
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yet the moſt intolerable Miſery of 
\ the Damned,is from the immedi- 
ate infliticn and infuſion of the 
| Divine Wratn into them, which 


no Creature can convey to them 


n ſuch a Manner and Meaſure 
as they there feel it ; but God 


himſelf pours the full Vials of 
ic into Heir Souls. And there- 


fore as the Saints are called Yeſ- Rom. g. 24. 


[els of Mercy, ſo.the Wicked are 
called Veſſels of Wrath, futed for 

Deftrufim,- Such Vellels into 
| which God will pour in of his 
Vengeance, and fill brumm full 
'F with his wrath and fury for ever. 


The Apoſtle ſpeaking of 


wicked Men, tells us, They ſhall» The! ». 9 


be puniſhed with everls ſting De- 


ftruftion from the Preſence « f the 


Lord, and from the Glory of his 


7 WP Where we - muſt not 


think- that this Phraſe | From the 
| Preſence of the , roam only 
| O 2 that 


——— 
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chat part of their Puniſhment 
which we call pena Dann , or 
the Puniſhment of Loſs ; bur 
rather that it denotes the effici- 
ent Cauſe of their pena Senſus, 
© or the puniſhment of Senſe ; not 
that their puniſhment ſhall only 
be, to be for eyer baniſhed from 
his Preſence, bur that this Preſence 
' ſhall be active in inflicting Pu- 
niſhments upon them, and we 


' may read it thus, They ſhall k& Nl 


puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtrs 
fon, bythe Preſence of the Lora, aud 
by the Glory of his Power : For 8s 
God's glorious Power is effective 
of their DeſtruCtion, ſo alſo v 
his dread Preſence of that con- 
ſuming and tormenting Fire. 
And thus much briefly for the 
fir, Thing obſervable in the 
Text, namely God's appropria- 
ting Vengeance unto himſelf, I 
Vengeance belongeth unto me, and 
it 


} 


| 
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it is a falling zuto the Hands of 
the L.rving God. 
I come now to the ſecond 


Thing obſervable in the Words, 


the dreadfulneſs of this Venge- 


ance inferred, from the confide- 


ration of the Author and Inflt- 
Gerof it ; for becauſe it 1s Di- 


vine Vengeance, and a falling | 


into the Hands of the Liying 
God, therefore it muſt needs be 


| yerry terrible. . And here I ſhall 


fir take notice of thoſe Expreſ- 


tions chat my Text affords, to 


ſet forth the Terrour of this 


Wrath. And then conſider o- 


ther Demonſtrations of i ir. And 


| here, 


Fir, Conſider that all other 
Vengeance 1s as nothing in com- 
pariſon of that which God takes 


| 'on a damned Soul. You” may 


poſhbly have heard of ſtrange 


and horrid Revenges that fome 
Oz . 
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laſt, 


2 Sam. 12. 


—— 


cruel Men have carved out unto. 


chemſelves, putting thoſe that 
have offended them to ſuch Tor- 
tures as were unfit for Men ej-. 
ther to inflict or ſuffer. Hiſt 

ries abound with ſuch Barbari- 
ies, I am loth to offend your 
Ears ſo muchas to recount them, 
let us only take an eſtimate by 
the dreadful Revenge that David 
took on the Ammonites : He put 


them under Saws, and Harrows of 


Irm, and made them paſs through 
the Brick-Kilzs, And all this 
Severity, (1f not toſay Cruelty) 
was To revenge the inſolent At- 
front done to his Embaſſadours. It 


. 15 doubtleſs no ſmall Torture to 


beburntalive, tor Fires a ſearch: 
ing Thing, and eats deep into 
the Senſes ; bur yet this kind of 
Death was a merciful diſpatch in 
compariſon of the others : Think 
what it is to. be ſtrercht along; 
ro 


" wes D_ _— — — — he + "oo bd 2 


|. dreadful to Sinners. I99 


to have the ſharp ſpikes of an 
Harrow tear up your Fleſh, and 


draw out your Bowels and Bones 
after them : Or what it is to 
be fawn aſunder , and to have 


thoſe ſmall Teeth eat their way 


ſlowly thorow you, while they 
Jarr againit your Bones, and pull 
out your Nerves and Sinews 
thread by thread. How many 
Deaths, think you,were theſe mt- 


| ſerable Creatures compeled to 
ſuffer before they were permitted 


to die. Yet theſe, and all the 
witty Tortures that ever were 


. invented by the greateſt Maſters 
of Cruelty, are nothing in Com- 


riſon of the Vengeance that 
God will take upon Sinners in 
Hell: And therefore he ſays, 


Vengeance 1s mine, 1 will recompence. 


As if he ſhould fay, Alas, all 


' that you can do one to another 


ſignifies nothing, it is nor. :o be 
O 4 accouns - 
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accounted Vengeance, that -is too 


oreat a Name for ſuch poor EF. | 


- teCts. Tt 1s a Prerogative that 
God challengeth to himſelf to 


be the Avenger : . And whatever. 
Creatures meddle with, . if they 
have nota Comnuſſion from hit, 
it 1s their Sin ; and therefore pri» 
vate Perſons, whom he hath not: 
inveſted with ſuch Authority, 
ought not to take upon them to: 
' avenge their own Cauſe. Orif 
they haye a Commiſſion, yet all: 


their execution of Vengeance ts 


but feeble and weak. We find 
in Ecclefraftical Hiſtory that the: 
Holy Martzrs have often mock. 


at all the crue/ Tortures of their 
enraged Perſecutors , and God 
hath either taken from them all 
ſenſe of Pain, orelſe given them 
in ſuch ſtrong Canſolations, that 
ey have triumphd in all the 
Extremity of them; O how 

2» have 
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have they huggd the Stake at 
which they were- to be burnt, 
courted che Beaſts that were to 
deyour them, and been ſtretched 
upon the Rack with as much con- 
tent, as they have ſtrecchd them- 
ſelves upon their Beds; and not 
ſo much ' ſuffered, as enjoyed 
their Deaths ! God hath fo mer- 
cifully taken oft the Edge and 
Keenneſs of their Torments, to 
ſhew that Vengeance 1s his Right, 
and that they are but contempti- 
ble things that one Man can in- 
fit upon another, ſcarce worthy 
to be called Vengeance, Andbe- 
lides, let it be never fo ſharpand 
cutring , yet it cannot be long 
durable 5 the more intolerable - 
any Torments ate, the ſooner they 
work our eſcape from chem. 

And though Malice may wiſh | 

the Perpetuity of 'our Pain, yet 

| i is not poſhble for mortal Men 
cx 


— 
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to proſecute an immortal Re- 


venge, the Death, eicher of them, 
orour ſelves, will put a period. to 


our Sufferings. And what a 

ſmall matrer is it to-undergo pain 
for a few days only, this 1s not 
worth y to be called / engeance, 


nor is it like that which the great 
God will inflict, which is both” 
inſupportable and eternal. And I 


therefore, 


Secondly, The Apoſtle calls it | 
a falling into the hands of the Living 


God. And this denotes to us the 
Perpetuity and Eternity of this 
Vengeance, God ever lives to in- 

fict it , and Sinners ſhall ever 
live to ſuffer: it ; for they fall 
into his Hands. God hath lea- 
ſed out a Life to eyery wicked 


Man, he hath his T;erm of Years ” 


ſet him, wherein he lives to him- 
ſelf, enjoying his Luſts, and: 
the Pleaſures and Profits of this 
preſent 


' 
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preſenc World ; and all this 
while Vengeance intermedles litcle 

wich him ; but when his Life is 
expird, and his Years run out, | 
"he chen falls into the Hands of 'F 
the great Lord of all, and be- | 
comes the Poſlefſion of his Venge- 

| ance and Fuſti ce for eyer. And 
N then, he #s the Living God, and 
' ſuch wicked Wretches muſt for 
_ eyer live to endure the moſt 
dreadful execution of his Power 
and. Wrath. Were there any 
_Ferm or Period ſet to their Tor- 

 . ments , ſhould they when they 
\ have endured them thouſands of 
thouſands of Years, afterwards 
be annihilated , the expeCtarion 
of this Releaſe would give them 
ſame ſupport ; yea, it would be 

| {ome ſolace to them in their Suf- 
- | ferings co think that ar laſt chey 
- | ſhould be freed from them : Bur ' 
3 | this is the Accent of their Miſery, 
| + .. . and 
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and that which makes chem al- 
together deſperate, that it is for 
ever 3 for eyer they muſt lie and 
wallow inthoſe Flames that ſhall 
never be quenched, and ſhall 
always be bit and ſtung with 
ſhall never die, 
they are fallen into the Hands of 
the Irving God , who will never 


that Worm that 


tet them go as long as he lives, || 


that is, never to all Eternity. 
He s'a conſuming Fire, but yet 
ſpends not any part of his Few- 
e, he conſumes without_ dis 
miniſhing them , and deſtroys, 
but {till perpetuates their being, - 
A wiſe and intelligent Fire, (as 
Mimutius calls him) that deyours 
the Damned , bur ſtill repairs 
them, and by tormenting ſtil 
nouriſhes them for ſuture Tor- 
ments. Saprens ile ignis, writ & 
reficit, carpit & nutrit. And When 


they have lain burning in 


this 
H zre 
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Fire all Ages that Ari thmetick. can. 


ſumm up, Mullions of Thouſands, 
and Thouſands of Millions, yet 
{till ir is but the beginning of 
their Sorrows. O think with 
your felyes how long and tedious 


a little time ſeems, when you 


are in/pain , you complain then 


| that Timehath leaden Feer, and 


wiſh the Days and Hours would 
roll away faſter, and you neyer 
find them ſoſlow-paced,as when 
they paſs over a fick Bed. Oh 
then what will it be when you 
ſhalt lie ſweltring under the 
Wrath and Vengeance of the Irping 


God, the intolerableneſs of your 


Pain and Torment will make e- 
very Day ſeem an Age; and eye- 
ty Year as long as Eternity, and 
yet you mult lie there an Ecernity 
of thoſe long Years. Merhinks 
this con{1deration of Eternal Tor- 
ments ſhould aſtoniſh the Heare, 
and 


a. ——_—_ 
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they are, yet the Erermty of them 


ſhould make them altogether in- | 
tolerable. - There is no pain fo': 
ſmall but-it would make us def-* 
perate, were we allured it would 
neyer wear oft , that we ſhould 
never obtain any eaſe or freedom 
from it. WhateverPain we ſuf- 
fer, our encouragement unto Pa-". 
tence 1s, that ſhortly it will be” 
over: But now 1n Hell there 1s' 
no period fixt to their Torments," 


they are all eternal, and there-! 


fore whatſoeyer they are for the” 


Meaſure of them , yet are they 


utterly. intolerable for their Du-: 
ration and Continuance. Couldſt 
thou ſhove away Millions of 
Years with a With, yer all this' 
would avail nothing ; for there 
are'as many Years 1n- Eternity as | 


chere 


and fink the Spirits of wicked a 
Wretches; for though they were | | 
not to be ſo exceſhvely ſharp as 


Heme gL.2 = at. at. 
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- | thereare Moments, and as many 


Millions of Years as there are 
Years ; thats, it is an infinite 


 bovindleſs Duration , .and when 
thou haſt ſtruck thy Thoughts, 
| as deep into it as thou canſt, 


yet thou art but at the top of the 


| Heap , and it 1s ſtill a whole. 


Eternity to the bottom. 


| Thirdly, Conſider alſo that the 


: Wrath and Vengeance of God is 
moſt dreadful., not only from 


E the Eternal Duration thereof ; 
' Ef but alſo from the exceſſive An- . 


guiſh and Smart of thoſe - Zor- 
\ | ments that he inflicts ; nothing 
I. that we have felt, or can feel in 
{| this preſent Life, can come unto 
any compariſon with them ; and 


therefore the Text calls it, 4 fal-. 


ling into the Hands of God. Here 
on Earth God's Hand doth ſome: 
times fall upon us, and it falls 
yery heavy too; and lays upon 

| us 


; 
þ 
$+ 
\ 
d 
| 
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us fore and weighty Burchens ; s 
bur theſe are nothing to our fal- 
ling into the Hands of God. 


'There is as much difference be- | 
tween his Wrath and Diſplea- ff 
ſure falling upon us, and our. 


falling upon it , as there is be- 


tween our having a few drops of 


a Showre falling upon us, and 
our falling into a River, or into 


God: s Hand only falls upon us! 


It was a fad Complaint of the 


Pſalmiſt, That God's Hand lay 


heavy upon him. And That Gab f. 


Hand preſs him ſore. Grieyous 
Burchens and fore Preſfures may 
be laid upon us by this Hand of 
God, and that -both as to out- 
ward Affilictions, and inward 
Troubles.” 

F ir liz 


the Sea, and being overwhelmed I 
with the great Waters thereof; I} 
and yet how dreadful is it when 


dreadful to Sinnets. 209. 
Firſt, Asto outward Aflicti- 
ons. How dreadfully doth God 
ſtretch out his Hand againſt 
ſome, making wide and terrible 
| Breaches upon them ; Some in 
their Eſtates, ſome in their Re- 
lations, and ſore in their bodi- 
ly Health and Strength. - Have 
you neyer been about the fick 
Beds of thoſe that haye- roared 
through extremity of Pain, eye- 
ry Limb being upon che Rack , 
and God filling them 
Complication of loath(j 
menting and. incurable 


| 

| 

4 | and yer all chis is. bur only a fal- 
q ling of God's Hand upon them. 
. 

} 

f 


Secondly, As to inward Trout 2c 
bles- : We ſee how God cramps 
ſome Mens Conſciences, brearhes 
4 | Fire and Flames into their yery 
4 | Souls, ind makes deep Wounds 
in their 8 Spirits, forcing chem tho- 
, row the” extremity: of Anguith, 
to 


Pſal. 88. rs. 


wiſhe chat they were 1n Hell , 
ſuppoſing thoſe everlaſting Tor- 


ments would not be more unſuf. 
ferable than what they here felt. 
And indeed theſe inward T rou- - 
bles are far more grievous than 


any outward can be. We heas 


Heman crying out, that becauſe of 


theſe Terrours of the Lord, he waz 
ready to die from his Touth up. And 
whilſt tg juffered this Wrath of God, 
be was gn diftratted with it. And 
Fov, W 
ted for- bearing all his outward 
Affictions, loſs of Eſtate, of 


Children, of Health , -with an 


heroick Conſtancy , (tou hav? 


beard, ſays St. James of the Pa- 
rence of Job) yer when God 


comes to touch his Spirit with 


his Wrath, then we hear of his: 


Impatience, he curſeth the Day of 


his 


God's Wrath 


to cry out, they are damu'd , they . 
are danu'd ; yea ſome have even 


e Patience 1s celebra. 
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bis Birth » and wiſhes that God 
would deftroy him ,, that he would 


tet looſe his Hand and cut him off. Jobs.g. 


And wherefore are theſe paſſio- 
nate Requeſts ? why, ht cells us, 
The Arrows of the Almighty are 


J within me, the Poiſon whereof drink- 


th up my S' pert : The Terrors of 
God do ſet themſelves in array againſ# 
nw. And therefore though he 
could patiently bear all chat the 
ge of the Devil could do a- 
2ainſt him, - when he toucht his 
Wealth, his Children ; yea,when . 
he toucht his Body : yet his Pa- 
tence could no longer hold-our, 
when God came totouch his Soul 

aid Conſcience. | 
And yet the greateſt Terrors 
of Conſcience, - whether in the 
Children of God to their Refor- 
mation, or in the Wicked . to 
their Deſperation , are but lighr 


ad fmall couches of his Hand 


P z in 
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in compariſon with what hall, 
be expreft hereafter on the Dam- 
ned in Hell. For, F 

Firſt, To. the Godly theſe 1 
Aflictions are mixed with Love 
and Mercy. They come not as 
Pt. 4g, but. as Medicaments to 
do them good. But in Hell all is, 
Wrath, pure Wrath and Judg: 
ment vrithour Mercy. And cer-. 

tainly if thoſe Sufferings which 
are inflicted in Love, and allayd. 
with Mercy,are yet ſo very dread- 
ful to the People of God; how 
dreadfull will che Wrath of God: 
be in He!/, where it ſhall be pure 
and unmixed, and nothing pul, 
mto thac Cup which che Dam- 
ned are there to drink of , but 
the rankeſt Venome that can be 
{gQueezcd - Out of all the Curſes. 
chat cyer God hath denounced ? 
And © Zen, 
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" Secmaly, To the Wicked "all 
the Sufferings they nere endure 
are nothing 1n 4696-0 a; with 


' what, they mult eternally ſuffer 


in Hel/. They are now- only 


 ffrinkled with a few drops of 


God's Wrath, bur 1n He// ail his 
Waves ſhall go over them for 
eyer. Here chey do bur (ip a lic> | 
tle of that Cup, and taſte a little 
of the Froth of 1t, and ſhould 
they drink deeper, Farth could 
not hold them, but they would 
grow drunk, and reel and ftag- 
ger into Hell ; but there they 
muſt for eyer drink the very 
Dregs of that Cup of Trembling 
and Aſtoniſhment. And tho: 
who now roarelt like a wild Bull 
in a Net, when God's Hand | IS 


only unon thee, what wile chon 


do when thou ſhalt crerrally fall- 

under his Might y Hands ? Thou © 
now cryeſt out of the Intolerable- 
F 2 nets 
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nef&of thy preſent Pain - bur, 2 


alas, hadit thou but felt one 


gripe of the Torments of the 
Damned in Hell; had God and 
the Devil had but one - blow 2: 
piece at thee, thou would 
chooſe to live for eyer here on 
Earth in the moſt exquiſite Tor: 
ture that could be deviſed, the 
ſharpeſt Paroxyſms of the Stan 
or Gout, to be ſtretcht upon the 
Rack , to lye broke upon the i 
Wheel, tohave thy Fleſh pluck 
by y fiery Pincers ; thou wouldft 
Fn to ſuffer all theſe to Eter- 
nity; yeaand choſe them as Re- 
creations and Divertiſements, 1a- 
cher than return to that place of 
Torment 3 where not only the 
Eterniry, but the Anguiſh of 
them, ts infinite agd UnConcely- 
able: . And as one Day-in che 
Foys Gol Heaven is hetter than a 
thou and Years 1 in all the ; mm 

and | 


- 
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and low Delights: of Earth: So 
one Day in the Torments if Hell, 
is far worſe than a thouſand in 


the ſharpeſt Miſeries we can in- 


dure 1n this Life. 

Here our Pains uſually are 
but partial, God aimes and 
ſhoots with his Arrow bur art 
ſome one, part of us - If he 
wounds our Spirits, yet this 1n- 
viſible Shaft (like Lighturng) 
paſſerh thorow without making 


. a Breach in our Bodies, or E- 


ſtates ; we have ſtill our Health 
and Plenty lefe us. Or it he 


ſtrike the Body, nſually ic is buc 


none, or at moſt but in ſome 
_ * few Places, and we enjoy eaſe 


in the reſt : But in. Hel/, God 
doth as it were wrap the whole 


 Manupain Searcloth, and fer it 


on fire round about. them , ſo 
that they are tormented in every 
Palt, neither Soul nor Boay el- 

P 4. capings 
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Ca DLUIg,NOT any Power or F aculty 
of the - ONE, nor any Part or Mem- 
ber of the other. | 

When we fall into the Hands 
of God, we are plunged into an 
Oceanof Wrath, andare covered 
all ayer with” his Indignation'; 
the Underſtanding, Will, Con- , 
{cience, AﬀeCtions, art all as © 
full of Torments as they can 
hold : For what can be greater 
Anguiſh to the Mind than' co 
know our Miſery, and to know 
it. to be remedileſs ? And what 
can be greater Anguith to the 
Will and Aﬀections, than moſt 
ardently and vehemently to delire 
freedom from thoſe Torments, but 
yettodeſpair ofever obtaining it ? 
And whatcan fill the Conſcience 
with greater Anguiſh, than co 
reflect withinfinite Horrour and 
R cgret.that ittwastheSinners own 
Fl and Madneſs chat brought 
+. chem 
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them to this miſerable Conditi- 
on ? How will they be ready to 
_ xend and tear themſelyes in pie- 
ces, their Conſciences curſe their 
Wills, and ther Wills curſetheir 
Aﬀections, and their Aﬀections 
the Objects that enticed themto 
_*«the commiſhon of thoſe Sans , 

the Revenges of which they muſt 
now eternally ſufter ? And as for 
the Bodzes of theſe Damned Souls, 
theyſhall after the Reſwrreftion and 
dreadful- Day of Fudgment, be- 
come all Fire, hke a live Coal, 

Fire ſhall be imbibed into the 
yery Subſtance of them, and 
they not have ſo much cs 


of. Water afforded them to cool the Luke 16. 


tip of their Tongues. Kyvery Limb 
| ſhall drop whole flakes of Fire 
and Brimſtone , and they ſhall 
be ſo ſcourged with knotted and 
twiſted Serpenrs, as to be made 
all oyer one: great fiery Wound 

| and 
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— and Ulcer. And this is 2 chird 


Conſideration of thedreadfulnefs 
of everlaſting Vengeance ; 1t :s 


a falling into Gid's Hands. 


4. Fourthly ,, Conſider, it is a 


falling znto the Hands of the Living : 


God himſelf,and not of any Crea- 


» Sim.24. 14 CUTE. * Indeed we read, David | 


choſe rather to fall zmto the Hands 
of the Lord, than mto the Hands of 


 Men.It is true, when there 1s Re- 


pentance, and hopes of obtain- 


ing Mercy, this is far more elt- 
#1ble : for the Chaftiſements of 
the Lordare full of Mercy ; but 
the tender Mercies of the wicked 


are cruel. But where all hopes 


of Mercy are excluded, as they 


are in Hell, certainly there it's 


infinitely more dreadful to fall 
into the Hands of a Sin-reyen- 
ging-God, than into the Hands 
of all the Creatures in Heaven, 


Earth, or Hell it {elf 


One 


would 
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would have thought it had been } 


terrible enough, if the Apoſtle 


had faid, Ir is a fearful thing to 
fall into the Hands of Devzls ; 
and fo indeed it were, if wecon- 


 Hiderceither their Power, or their 
Malice: they can eaſily find out 


ſuch tormenting Ingredients, and 
apply them to ſuch tender Parts, 


that it wouldtranſcend the Pati- 


ence of any Man, quietly to bear 
but what one Devz/ can inflict. 
Do we not often ſee in the Illu- 
{ions of black and ſooty Melan- 
choly, what (range Fears and 
Terrors they can imprint upon 


che Fancy, what Horror and De- _ 
- ſpair they can work an the Con- 


{cience, fo as to make Men wea- 
ry of cheir Lives, and many times 
perſwade them to deſtroy them- 


1elves, only to know the worſt 


of what they muſt ſuffer ? And 
all this he can do out of his own 
King- 
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Kingdom; whar then can he do 
when he hath got Sinners into 
his own Dominions ? What ex- 
act Tortures can he inflict up- 
on them there ? ſuch indeed as 
we cannot tell whac they are, and 
may it pleaſe God we never may. 

And yet the Dev 1s but a fel- 
low-Creature ; but wicked Men 
ate to fall into the Hands, not 
of a Creature, but of the great 
Creatour, into' the Hands of - 
God biraſelf, whoſe Power is 
infinitely beyond the Devil's, fo 
_ that he is the 'Lormentor eyen 
of them. 

Think then with thy ſelf O 
. Sunner, that if God ſcourges, 
-.and torments the very Devils, 
who yer do- ſo inſufferably ror- 
ment "— Damned ; how infi- 
nicely intolerable then is that 
Wrath which God himſelf- ſhall 


inflict upon them ? - Conſider 
with 
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with with thy ſelf, if thou canſt not 


bear thoſe Pains and Torments 
- which the Devzls inflict, and if 
the Devils cannot bearthoſe Pains 
and Torments which God in- 
flicts upon them ; how wilt 
thou then, O Sinner, be able to 
bear the immediate Wrath and 
Vengeance of the great God him- 

ſelf ? 
' Nay, Jet me go yet much 
lower ; and ſuppoſe that God 
ſhould make uſe of common 
and ordinary Creaturcs for the 
puniſhment of wicked Men,who 
iS there thac could bear this 2? 
If God ſhould only keep a Man 
living for ever in the midit of a 
Furnace of groſsand earthlyÞire, 
how dreadful would this be! If 
but a Spark of Fire fall upon 


any part of the Body, what an. 


acute P3in will it cauſe? much 
more :* thy whole Man ſhould 


* be 
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be all over on a light Flame, and 
thou for eyer kept alive to feel 
the piercing Torment of it. And 
yet.what is ourdull unaCtive Fire 
in comparifon of that pure in- | 
telligent Fire, which ſhall mele 

down the Damned like Wax, 
and lick up the yery Spugts of 


_ their Souls ? Or ſuppoſe God 


* who knows the ſeveral Stings 


chat are in all his Creatures , 
ſhould take out of them the 
moſt ſharp Ingredients, and * 
from them all makeup a tormen- 


ting Compoſition ; if he ſhould _ 


take Poiſon and Venome our of 
one, and Fire and Scorching out 


of another, and Smart and Sting- 
'1ng out of a third, and the 


Quinteſſence of Bitterneſs out of, 
a fourth ; and by his infinite 
Skill, heighten all theſe to a pre- 
rernatura lJAcrimony ; and ſhould. 
apply his Fapolinia thus fa- _ 

| cally 
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cally mixed and blended toge- 
ther, unto any of us, what an 
intolerable Angutſh would it 
cauſe? And if Creatures can 
cauſe ſuch Tortures, what a 
dreadfull thing then is it to fall 
into the Hands of God himfclf ? 
For when God conveys hisWrath 
' to usby Creatures, it muſt needs 
loſe infinitely mn the Conveyance. 
When God takes up one Crea- 
ture to {trike another, 1t 1s as if 
a Gyant ſhould take up a Straw 
to {trike a Man 3; for though he 
be never fo.ftrong, yet the Blow 
can be but weak,becaule of the 
* weakneſs of the Inſtrument; and 
yet alas how terrible are ſuch 
weak Blows to us ? What will 
it then be when God ſhall im- 
mediately cruſh us by the .unre- 
bated ſtrokes of hisown Almigh: 
ty Arm, and expreſs the Power 
of his Wrath, and the Glory of _ 

| his 
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his Fultice and Severity in our e- 
rernal Dettraftion ? And this 
1s the fourth Demonſtration of the 
dreadfulneſs of Divine Venge- 
oo: 

Fifthly, Conſider that the F 
poſtle calls this Wrath , which 
the living God will inflict upon 
Sinners, by the Name of Ven- 
geance, Vengeance 1s mane , I will 
recoinpence it. Now Vengeance | 
when it 1s whet and ſharpned by 
Wrath, will enter deep, and cut 


the Soul to the Quick. God acts 


a Two-fold parr in the ont 
ment of Sinners. 

Firſt, of a Judge. In relation 
to Which their Eternal Torments 
are ſomerimes called Condemna- 
tion ; fo we read of the Condem- 
natton of the Devil ; That is, that 
{tate of Woe and Wrath, to 
Which the Dev:/ 1s for eyer "ow | 


renced. And Pamnation,” How 
Can 


> te a 
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can you eſcape the Dannation of: Hell? 
And ſometimes it is termed 


[udgment, 4 certan fearfull look- Heb. 10! 27, 


ng for of Judgment and Fiery In- 


dignation. And in Jude 15. toex-Jude 15. 


ecute Judgment upon all the Ungodly, 
W hich denotes that theirPunith- 
ment ſhall be infli&ted upon 
them from God ,. as he 1s a Juſt 
and Righteous Judge. | 

And.Secondly, God 1s an Aven- 
ger as well as a Zaage. He is a 
Party concernel, as haying been 
wronged, and injurcd by their 
Sins. - And in relation to this, 
the Puniſhments that God will 
inflict upon them , are called 


Wrath and Fury, ſmoaking An- 


ger and Jealoufie : The Anger of Dor. 43. >9. 


the Lord and his Fealonfic ſhall 
ſmoak againſt that Man, Alfo 8 


Fiery Indignation, all which we Heb. ro. 7, 


find amaſs'd and heaped together, 


My Determination (faich God) #5 Zeph. 3. 8. 


Q F 


'2o 


226 


God's Wrath 


Oo — 


Nah. r, 2. 


to gather the Nations , to pour upon 
them mime Indignation, even all my 
fierce Anger ; for all the Earth ſhall 
be devoured with the Fire of my 
Zealouſte. Now, all theſe Ex- 


_ preſſions ſ{ignifie the terribleneſs 


of that Vengeance which God will 
take, For when the Wrath of 
Man only ſtirs him upto reveage 
an Injury, he will be ſure to do 
1t to the utmoſt extremity of all 
his Power. Ard if the Revenge 
of a poor wcak Man be ſo dread- 
ful a thing ; how inſupportable 
w1ll be the Vengeazce of the great 
God, who aſſumes it to him- | 


_ ſelf as parrof his Royalty ? Vers 


Ceance 18 mine, See that terrible 
place, Ged is jealous, and the Lord 
revengeth : the Lord revenzeth, and 
7s furions, the Lord will take Veu- 
geance on tus Adverſaries, and le 
referveth Frath for 1s. Enenues; 
Cod reteryerh Wrath for vinoeny 
al. 


| dreadful fo F inners. | 


and keeps it in ſtore, even that 
Wrath which chemſelyes have 
treaſured up againſt the Day of 
Wrath. 

Now this Revenging-Wrath. of 
God hath Two things in it that 
juſtly make it dreadful. | 

Firſt, In that, Revenge always 
aims at Satisfaction, and ſeeks 
to repair Injuries received , by 
1oflicting Puniſhment on the Of- 


fender. This: gives caſe to the 


. Party grieved ; and if this Re- 
penge be commenſurate to the 
greatneſs of the Offence, he reſts 


" ſatisfied in it. And therefore, 


God ſpeaking of himſelf accor- 
ding to the Paſſions and AﬀeCti- 
ons of Men, folaces himſelf in 
the choughts of that Vengeance 
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he would take upon Sinners, Ab ig. ;. 4 


1 will eaſe me of mine Adverſartes, 
I will avenge me of mine Enemtes. 


And, O how dreadful that Re- 
and 2 Vengs 


Gas Wrath 


 venge uſt be g thar ſhall caſe 
he Heart of God, and give him 
ſatisfaction, for the heinous Pro- 


yocations that Sinners have com- - 


mitted againſt him. For conſider, 
Firſt, How great and manifold 
our Offences have been, and eye- 
ry aCt of Sin, yea the leaſt chat 
eyer we committed, 1s an infinite 
_ Dekr, and carries in it an infinite 
Guilc, becauſe committed againſ{ 
an infinite Majeſty. For all Of- 


\ fences take their Meaſures , not - 


only from the Matter of the ACt, 


but from. the Perſon againſt 
whom they are committed : As 


areviling injurious Word againſt 


our Equals, will but bear anACti- 
on at Law; butagainſt the Prexce, 


it 15 High-Treaſon, agg puniſh- 
able with Deach, $ here, the 
leaſt Offence againſt the infinite 


Majeſty of God, becomes it ſelf 


infinite : -T he Guilt of it 1s far 
2 beyond 
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beyond whatſoever we can pol- 
ſibly.conceive : and yet what 1n- 
finite Numbers of theſe infinite 
Sins have we committed ? The 


| Pſalmiſt tells us , F hey are more *  "vayn 


than the Harrs of our Head, Yea, 


we may 


well take in all the 


Sands of the Sea-ſhore to calt , 
them up by. Our Thoughts are 

inceſſantly in Motion ; they keep 

pace with the Moments, and are - 
contingally twinkling, and yer, 
Every Imagination of the Thoughts 
of our Hearts is evil. 
tirudes of them have been groſly 
wicked and imptous ; Atheiſt: 
cal, Blaſphemous, Unclean , 
Worldly, and Malicious ! and 
the beſt of them have been very 
defective, and far ſhort of that 
Spirituality and Heavenlineſs 
that ofight co give a TinCture 
unto them. And belides the Sins 
of our Thoughts , how deep 


Q3 
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have our Tongues ſet us:on the 
ſcore? We have talkd our ſelves 


| In debt to the Juſtice of God, 


and with our own Breath have. 
been blowing up everlaſting and 
unquenchable Fire. And add. 
to theſe the numberleſs crowd and 
ſum of our {1nful Actions, where- 
in we have bulily imployed our 
ſelves to provoke the Holy and 


Jealous God to Wrath, and we 


ſhall find our Sins to begloubly 
infinite 1n their own particular 
Guilt and Demerit. And now, 
O Sinner, when an angry and fu- 
rious God ſhall come to .exa&t 
from thee a full fatisfaEtion for 


_ all cheſe Injuries , a Satisfaction 


in which he may ' eternally reſt 
and acquieſce , ſuch as may. re- 
pair and recompence his wrong- 
ed Honour, think fadly with thy 
felf, kow infinitely dreadful this 
muſt needs be. Aſſure thy ſelf Gu 
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will not loſe by thee, | but will 
fetch his Glory out of thee, and 
take ſuch a Revenge upon thee as 
ſhall as much pleaſe and content 
him, as his infinite Mercy doth 
in thoſe whom he ſaves. And 
how great then muſt this Venge- 
ance be ? 


\ . Cecondly, Conſider how dread- © 
ful a Kerb God took on his 
own dear Son, our Lord Jelus 


Chriſk, when K came to ſatis 


fie his Juſtice upon him for our - 


Sins. His Wrath fell infinitely 


| heavy upon him, and the preſ- 


ſure of it was fo intollerable, 


that it ſqueezed out drops of 


clotted Blood from him in the 
Garden, and that fad Cry on the 
Croſs, My God , my God , why 
haſt thou forſaken bY ? And yet, 
Firſt, Our Lord Chriſt was 


ſupported under all his Sufferings 
by the ineffable Union of the 


V4 Deity, 


I: 
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Deity. He had infinite Power - | 


for him, as well as againſthim ; 


infinite Power to bear him up, 
as well as to cruſh him. In 
Chriſt's Sufterings , the Power 
of God ſeemd as it. were to en- 
counter with, and run contrary 
ro it ſelf in the ſame Channel. 
And as he had the ſupport of in- 
finite Power in his Sufferings, fo 
likewiſe had he 1n the greateſt of 
his Agonies the Miniſtry of 4 


gels to comfort him, and to re- 


freſh the Droopings and Fain- 
tings of his Humane Narure. 
Ab wy 
Secondly, The infinite Dignt- 
ty of Chriſt's Perſon, being God 
as well as Man , might well 


compound for the Rigour of his 


Puniſhments, and ſtamp ſuch a 
Value upon his Humiliation, 
thac leſs degrees of Suffering from 
him, might be Ry: 


=. dreadful to Sinners. * 


For indeed it cannot be but an 
infinite Puniſhment , for an in- 
finite Perſon to be Puniſhed, Buc 
thou thatarr but a vile coatempti- 
ble Creature, made up of Mud 
and Slime , haſt noching in thy 


Nature wherewith to farisfie the 
Juſtice of God, bur only the e- 


ternal Deſtruction and Perdition 


of it. Thou haſt no Worth nor 


Dignity, the conſideration whete- 
of might perſwadethe Almighty 
_. to mitigate the leaſt of his Wrath 
towards thee : And when it talls 


in all its\weight and force upon 


thee, thou haſt nothing to. ſup- 
port thee. It is crue, the Al- 
mighty Power of God ſhall con- 
tinue thee in thy. Being, but thou 
wilt for ever curſeand blaſpheme 


that Support, that ſhall be given 


thee only to perpetuate thy Tor- 
ments, and” ten thouſand times 
oe that God would deſtroy 
thee 
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py 


thee once for all, and that thou 


- mightreſt for ever ſhrink away in- 


to nothing : but that will -not 
be granted thee ; no, thou ſhalt 


not have ſo much as the comfore 


of dying, nor eſcape the V enge- 
ance of God by Annihilation : 
but his Power wall for eyer fo 
ſupport thee , as for ever to tor- 


"ment thee, which 1s only ſuch a 


Support as a Man on the Rack or 
on the Wheel,ſupported fo as they 
cannot come .oft , the Engine of 
their Torture upholds them. And 
as for any help or relief the Mini- , 


| ſtry of Angels will afford rhee, + 


think what ſolace it will brin 


thee,wheri God ſhall ſet on whole 
| Legions of znfernal Ghoſts, black 


and hideous Spirits , as the Exe- 
cutioners. of his Wrath , who 
thall for ever triumph in thy. 


| Woes and add to: them, hurl 


Fie-brands at thee, heap Fewel 
ch." about 
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about thee, and tully fatiate their 
Malice upon thee, as God fatis- 
fies his Juſtice. And this 1s one 
Conftderation of the dreadfulneſs 
of this Vengeance, /-in that- it 
' aimsat and exacts ſatisfaction for 
Sin, which will be infinitely 1n- 
tolerable , becauſe our Sins are 
infinite both in Number and 
Heinouſneſs, And becauſe Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; who was to ſatisfie 
not for his own, but for the Sins 
of others , though he were up- 
held by the D:vine Nature, and 
poſſibly underwent not ſuch A- 


 crimony of Wrath as the Dam- 


ned do.; yet his Sufferings were 


unſpeakable and unknown Sor- 


rows; And how much ſorer then 
ſhall wicked Men bear for their 
own Sins, when Fuſtice ſhall 
come. to reckon with 'thema, and 
to exact from them to the yery 

ucmolt Farthing, of all that they 
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Secondly, Conſider that Reven- 
ging Wrath ſtirs up all that is'in 
God againft a Sinner. Wrath 
when 1t is 'whet and ſet on by 
Revenge, redoubles a Man's Force, 
and makes him perform Things 


- that he could not do in his cold 
\ Blood, ir fires all a Man'Spirits, 


and calls them forth to expreſs 
their utmoſt Efforts. So this 
Revengmg Wrath of God draws 
forth all the Force and Activity 
of his Attributes, and ſets them 
againſt a Sinner, and how dread- 
ful then muſt that Execution 
needs be 7: We fee what great 
Works God 'can perform when 


| he js not ſtirred up thereunto by 
his Wrath and Indignation. He. 


ſpeaks a whole World into Being, 
and ſpeaks it with a cold and 
calm Breath. Certainly it was 
no ſmall piece of work, to fpread 
out the Heavens,” and lay the 


'OUN- 
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Foundations of the Earth , and 
to work all thoſe Wonders of 
| Creation and Providence which we 

daily behold ; bur yet all theſe 
Things God did , (if I may fo 
ſpeak) without any Emotion. 
But when he comes to take Venge- 
' ance upon Sinners, he is then 1n- 
flamed, all that is in God, 1s as 
it were on fire. Fealoufte, ſays 


Solomon, is the Rage of a Man. Peov. 6. 34. 


Now when God's jealouſie ſhall. 


be ſtirred in him, think how im- 
petuouſly it will break forth in 
the fearful effects of it. The Lord 


ſhall flir up Jealoufie like a Man of t6. 44. 11 


War; he ſhall cry, yea, roar, he 
ſhall prevail againſt his Enenues. 
If the calm and ſedate Works of 
God are fo great and wonderful, 
how great then will his Vengeance 
| be, when Anger, Fury, and In- 
dignation ſhall excite and whert 
his Power- to ſhew the very ut- 
2-7; moſt 
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Plat. 78. 38. 


moſt of what it can do ? And 
therefore we find that though 
God had inflicted dreadful 
Plagues upon the 1ſraelztes 1n'the 
Wilderneſs, and had ſhewn 
mighty effeCts of his Power and 
Vengeance, yet we find the Church 
bleſſeth him, T hat he turned away 
his Anger, and did not fir up all 
his Wrath, But in Hell God ſtirs 
up all his Wrath, every thing 1s 
ſer and bent againſt the Damned : 
And as to the Saints in Heaven , 
every Attribute of God concurs 


to make him merciful and gract- | 


ous to them. So tothe Wicked 
in Hel, all the PerfeCtions of God 
conſpire either to {tir up and kin-. 


| dle his Wrath, or elſe to aſſiſt 


him in the execution of it upon 

them. The infinite Wiſdom of 

God contrives their Puniſhments, 

and which way to lay them on, 

of that rhey ſhall be moſt ww” 
' Anc 
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and poinant. The Power of God 
that rouſes it ſelf againſt chem, 
and proffers all its Succours and 
Aſliſtance unto Vengeance. The 
Eternity and Unchangeableneſs of 
God come in as a dreadful Addi- 
tion,and makes that Wrath which 
of i ſelf is inſupportable, to be 
alſo everlaſting ? Yea that ſweet 
and mild Atrribute of God, his 
Mercy, the only Refuge and the 
only comfort of ' miſerable Man- 
kind, yet even' this turns againſt 
them too, and becaule they de- 
ſpifed ic when 1t ſhone forth in 
-Patience and Forbearance , will 
not now regard them when they 
ſtand in need of its Reſcue and 
Deliverance : So that all that is 
in God, arms it felf to take Ven- 
geance on Sinners : And O think 
how ſore and fearful that Venge- 
ance will be, when God ſhall 
pur forth all chat is in hunſelf ei 
 TNE 
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: Per. 3. 19. Spirits m2 Priſon, that is, the Souls 


, 


Ged. 


the.executing of his Wrath up- 
on impenitent Sinners ! And thus 
I have done with the Demonſtrat:- 
ons of the Dreadfulneſs of God's 
Wrath taken from the Words in 


-the Text, Vengeance is mine, I will 
| Fecompence it. Tis a fear ful thing 


to fall into the Hands of the Lz vVing 


Let us now conſider ſome 0- 


ther Demonſtrations of the Great- 


neſs of this Wrath, And, _ 

Firſt, It appears to be excee- 
ding dreadful in that it 1s ſet farth 
ro us in Scripture by all thoſe 
things which are molt. terrible 
to Humane Nature. God ma- 
keth uſe of many Metaphorical 


Expreſſions of things moſt grie- 


yous to our Senfſes,that from them 
we may take an hint to conceiyc 
how intolerable his Wrath is in 
it ſelf. Tt is called a Prifon, the 


of 
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mt. at. CC O__ _— 
% . 


dreadful to Sinners, 


—_— 


_ "of thoſe Men to whom the Spt- 
rit of Chriſt im Noah went, and 
preached in the Days of their 
Mortal Lite, but for their Diſo- 
bedience are ſhut up under the 
Wrath of God in Hell. And 
certainly Hel/ is a Priſon large e- 
nough to hojd all the World. 
The Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, 
and all the Natuons that forget God, 
A Priſon it is where the Dev:/ and 
wicked Spirits are ſhackled with 
Chains of maſly and ſubſtantial 
| Darkneſs. | T hey are, ſays the A- 
poſtle, reſerved mChains of Dark- 
neſs unto the Judgment of the great 
. Day, And they are there kept in 
everlaſting Chains under Dark- 
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neſs, not one Cfanny in this. 


- great Priſon to let in che leaſt 
ray or glimpſe of Light. It is 


Called a Place of Torment. It is a Luke 36. 29. 


Region of Woe and Milery , 


| - wherein Horrour, Deſpair, and 
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_. Torture forever dwell, and are 
in their moſt proper Seat and 
Habitation. It 1s called, a drow- 
ning of Men in Deſtruction and Per- 
1 Tm. 6.9. dition. One would think that 
to be drowned , might fignifie 
Death enough of it ſelf ; but to 


| be drowned in Perdition and 


DeſtruEtion, ſignifies moreover 
the facalneſs and the depth of that 
Death into which they are plun- 
ged. It 1s called, a being caſt bound 


Mar. 22.13. Hand and Foot into utter Darkneſs ; -- 


= 4 berng thrown nts a Furnace of 
ny ' Fire, to be burnt alive. It 1s 
Revel. 20. 15. called, a Lake of Fire, into which 

wicked Men ſhall be plunged 


all oyer, where rhey ſhall Iye wal 


lowing and rowling among Mil | 


lions of damned Spirits, in thoſe 

internal Flames. And this Lake 

1s continually fed with a ſulphu- 

Revel. 9. 0, tOUS {tream of Brimſtone . And 
this Fire -and Brimſtone. is chat 
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which never. ſhall be quen- 


ched. He will burn up the Chaff Mit. 1H, 


with unquenchable Fire. And laſt- 
ly, to name no more, it is called 
eyerlaiting . Fire prepared for the 


Devil and his Angels, And now: Mat. +5. 4ti 


we arearrivedat the higheſt pitch 
of what Sence can feel,” or Ima- 
 &$ination conceive. Or if it be 
poſſible that in your deepeſt 
Thoughts you can conceive any 
thing more dreadful than this ; 
you may call it a Sea of molten 
Brimſtone, ſet all on fire, and cons 
tinually ſpewing out footy dark 
Flames , wherein endleſs Multt- 
tudes of ſinful Wretches muſt 
lye tumbling toall Ecernicy,burnc 
up with the fierceneſs of a tor- 
menting and deyouring Fire, 
ſcourged with Scorpions, ſtung 
with fiery Serpents, howling and 
roaring 2127 20%, and none to 
pity, much leſsto relieye and help 
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them,grinding and gnaſhing their 
Teeth through the extremity of 
their Anguiſh and Torture. If 


now you can fancy any thingmore 
' terrible and dreadful than this,. . 
Hell is that, yea and much more : 


For theſe things are Metaphorical ; 
and thoughIcannot denybutſome 


| of theſe may be properly and li- 


terally true, yet the literal Senfe 
of theſe Metaphors do but faintly 
and weakly ſhew us what the ' 
leaſt part of thoſe everlaſting 
Torments are. - + RR 
Secondly, Another Demonſtrati- 
on of the dreadfulneſs of this 
Vengeance 1s this, That it 158 
Wrath that ſhall come up unto, 


- and equal all our Fears, You | 


know what aninyentive and inge- 
nious thing Fear is,, what horrid - 
Shapes at can fancy to it ſelf out 
of every thing : Put but an active 
Fancy into an Afﬀright, and pre- 

ol ſently 


ſently the whole World: will be 
Klled with ſtrange Monſters and 
hideous Apparitions. The very 
ſhaking of a Leaf will ſometimes 
rout all the Forces and Reſoluti- 
ens of” Men : And uſually it 1s: 
this wild Paſſion that doth en- 
 hance all other Dangers, and 
make then ſeem greater and more 
_ dreadful than indeed they are. 
Bur now here it is impoſſible for 


| a2 wicked Man to fear more than 


he ſhall certainly ſuffer. Let his 
Imaginations be hung round with 
. all the diſmal Shapes that ever 
frighted Men out of their Wits: 
Tet his Fancy dip its Pencil in the 
deepeſt Melancholy that ever a- 
ny Soul was beſmeered with, and 
then ſtrive to pourtray and ex- 


| preſs the moſt terrible things that 
| it can judge to be the ObjeFs of 


Fear, or the Inſtruments of Tor- 
ment; yet the Wrath of the great 
R 3 God 
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God yaltly exceeds all that Fear 
it ſelf can poſſibly repreſent. See 

that ſtrange Expreſſion,Who knows 
thePower of thine Auger ? according to- 
thy Fear, fo is thy Wrath, - That 
is, according to the fear Men - 
have of thee, as dreadful and as 


terrible as they can poſhbly ap- 


prehend thy Wrath to be, fo its, 
and much more. Let the Heart 
of Man ſtretch-it ſelf to the ut- 
moſt Bounds of Imagination,and 
call in to its Aid all the things 
that ever it hath heard or ſeen to 
be dreadful ; let it (as that Pain- 


. ter , Who to make a beautiful 


Piece, borrowed fevera] of. the 
beſt Features from ſeyeral beau- 
tiful Perſons)borrow all the dread-. 
ful , all the direful Repreſentati- 
ons that eyer it met with, to 
make up one moſt terrible 1dea; 


yet the Wrath of God ſhall ill 
Exceed it ; He can execute more 


Wrath | 
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Wrath upon us than we can fear. 
Some. wicked Men in this Life 
haye had a Spark of this Wrath 
of God fall upon their Conſcien- 
ces , when they lye roaring out 


under Deſpair and fearful Expe> 


Ctations of the fiery Indignation 
of God to conſume and deyour 


them, But alas this is nothing 


to what they ſhall hereafter feel. 
God now doth but open to them 
. a ſmall chink and crevice into 
Hell , he now doth but ſuffer a 
few ſmall drops of his Wrath to 
fall upon them. And if this be 
fo ſore and {mart that their Fears 
_ could never think of any thing 
more - dreadful than what they 
now ſuffer : O what will it be 
then when he ſhall overwhelm 
-them with a whole Deluge of his 
Wrath, and cauſe all his Waves 
| to go over them? Fear him, lays 
our Sayiour, who zs able to deſtroy 
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both Soul and Body im Hell ; yea, 
I ſay unto you, fear him. And yer 
when we haye feared according 
to the utmoſt extent of our nar- 
row Hearts, yet {till his infinite 
Power and Wrath is infinitely 
more fearful than we can fear it. 

Thirdly, Conſider the princi- 
pal and immediate Subject of 
this Wrath of God, and that is 
the Sol, and this adds much 
to the dreadfulneſs of it. The 
acuteſt Forments that the Body is 


capable of, are but dull and flat 


things in compariſon of what the - 
Soul can feel. Now when God ' 
ſhall immediately with his own 


Hand laſh the Soul, that refined 
- and ſpiritual Part of Man , the 


Principle of all Life and Senfati-: 
on; and ſhall draw Blood from 
it every Stripe , how intolerable _ 
may we conceiye thoſe Pains and 
T4 oxtures to be ? To ſhoot pot-, | 
fond 
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ſon'd Darts into a Man's Marrow, 


to rip up his Bowels with a 


Sword red hot; all this is as no» 
thing to it. Think what it is to 
 hayea drop of ſcalding Oyl, or 
 meltedLead, fall uponthe Apple 
of your Eyes, that ſhould make 
them boyl and burn cill they fall 
out of your Heads ; ſuch Tor 


ment, Ray infinitely more than 


ſuch, is it «to have the burning 
Wrath of God to fall upon the 
Soul. We find that Spirits which 
are infinitely inferiour unto God, 
can make ſtrange Impreſſions up- 
on the Souls of Men :- and ſhall 
not the great God much more, 


who is the Father of Spirits 2 


Yes, he can torture them by his 
eſſential Wrath. And that God, 
who,as the ProphetNabum ſpeaks, 
can melt Mountains, and make Hills 
and Rocks flow down at bis Preſence, 
can melt the Soyls of the Dam- 
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ned, like lumps of -Wax ; for 


in his Diſpleaſure he! doth fome- 
times do it to the beſt of Men 
even in this Life , My Heart ts 
melted like Wax in the midſb of my 
Bowels : ſays David. 

 Fourthly, The Dreadfulneſs of 
this Wrath of God may be de- 
monſtrated by this, That the Pu- 
niſhment of the Damned 1s re- 


ſerved by God as his laſt Work. 
It is a Work which he will ſec 


himſelf about when all the reſt 
of his Works are done, when he 


hath folded up the World, and 


laid it afide as a Thing of no 
further uſe, then will God fer - 


himſelf to this great Work, and |} 
' pour out all the Treaſures of his 


Wrath upon damned Wretches, 


. as if God would fo wholly mind 


this Buſineſs that he would lay 
all other Afairs aſide , that he 


might be intent 7 upon this, 


_ haying 
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| havingnootherthing ro interrupt 
him. Think then how full of 
Dread and Terror this muſt needs 
be, when God will as it were em- 
ploy all his Eternity about this, 
and haye no other thing to. take 
him off fram doing it with all his 
Might. God hath reſerved two 
Warks, and but two for the o- 
ther World - One is the Salva- 


t:on of the Elef, and the other 1s 


the Damnation of Reprobates. 
Now it is remarkable: that 
God's laſt Works do always ex- 
ceed his former : And therefore 
we find in the Creation of the 
World , God {till proceeded on 


from more amperſect kind of 
_ Greatures to'thoſe that were more 


- perfect, until he had fully builc 
and finiſhed, yea carved, and as 
it were painted this great Houſe 


of the Univerſe ; and then he. 


bripgs Man. into it as his laſt 


Work, 
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Work, as the Crown and Perfe- 


Gion of the reſt : So God 
likewiſe ated in the manner of 
revealing bis Will unto Mankind, 
firſt he ſpake to them by Dreams 


and Yifons, but in the laſt Days . 


(as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it) he 
hath ſpoken unto us by his Son. So 


_ - alfo in the Diſpenſation of the 
Covenant of Grace, and Exhibi- 


tion of the Meſſiab, firſt he was 
made known only by Promiſe to 
the Fathers, then in Types and 
obſcure Reſemblancestothe Jews, 
bur in the latter Days, himſelf 
came and took upon him the form 
of a Seryant, and wrought out 
a compleat Redempt:on for us. So 


uſually the laſt Works of God © 


are more compleat , perfeft and 
excellent than the former. Now 
God's Puniſhing-Work is his laſt 
Work, and therefore it ſhall ex- 
ceed in Greatneſs all that ever 
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went before it. In his firſt Work; 
the Creation of the World, he 


demonſtrated his infinite Power, 


Wiſdom, and Godhead ; but in 


the Deſtruction of Sinners, which 


1s his laſt Work, he will mani- 
feſt more of .Power and Wil- 
dom, than he. did in his creating 
them 3 and how fearful a Deſtru- 
Etion then muſt this needs be ? 
God hath variety of Works that 


he is carrying on in this World, 


and if his Glory doth not perfe- 
Ely appear in one, he may ma- 
nifeſt it in another. But when 
| he ſhall confine hunſelf only to 
two, as he will in the World to 
, come, the faving of the Godly, 
and the damning of the Wicked, 
and this without any variety or 


change, certainly#hen theſe ſhall. 


be performed to the very utmoſt 
of what God can do: for as he 
. Will fave the Saints to the very 
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amoſt; Þ likewiſe will he 
damn and deſtroy Sinners to the 


very utmoſt; 


Fifthly, Another Demonſtra- 
tion .of the dreadfulneſs of this 
Wrath ſhall be drawn from this 
Conſideration, That God will 
for ever inflict it for the glorify- 
ing of his Power on the Damned. 
What if God willing to ſhew his 
Wrath; and make his Power known : 
And they ſhall be puniſlyd with e- - 
Terlaſting Deſtruthion from the Pre 


ſence of the Lord, and from the Gle- 


ry of bus Power. Now certain- 
ly, if God will inflict eternal 
Puniſhments upon them to ſhew 
forth his Power', their Puniſh- 


- ments muſt needs be infinitely 


great. For "—_ | 
_ Firſt, All choſe Works where- 


= God ſhews forth his Power, 


are preat and {tupendous. Con- 
{1der what Power it was for God 
100; 
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” lay the Beams of the World, | 
and to erect fo ſtately a Fabrick 


as Heaven and Earth. The A+ 
\ poſtle therefore . tells us, That 
by the Creation of the World, ts uns 


derſtood the eternal Power pF God, Rom. r, 20. 


When God ſhewed his Power in 


creating , O what a great and 


{tupendous Work did he pro- 
duce ! And therefore certainly 
when God ſhall likewiſe ſhew 
his Power in deſtroying, the 
Puniſhinents he will inflict will 
be wonderful and {tupendous. 
Secondly , Conſider God can 
ealily defies a Creature without 
ſhewing . any great Power , or 
putting forth his Almighty Arm 
and Strength to do it. If he 
only withdraw his Power by 
which he upholds all things in 
their Beings , we ſhould quickly 
fall all abroad into nothing : So 
calle is it for God to deſtroy the 


well- 


— 
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well-being of all his Creatures. 
But now if God will expreſs the 
greatneſs and infiniteneſs of his | 
Power in deſtroying Sinners , 
whom yethe can deſtroy without 

utting forth his Power, yea on- 
y by withdrawing and wichhol- 
ding it ; © how fearful muſt 
this Deſtruction needs be ! 'A- 
las we are cruſht before the Moth, 
and muſt needs periſh, if God. 


_ doth but ſuſpend the Influence 


of his Power from us. How 
dreadfully then will he deſtroy, 
when he ſhall lay forth his infi- 


nite Power todo it, who canea- |. 


fily do it without Power ? 
And thus I have laid down 


ſome Demon iſtrations of the dread- 


fulneſs of the Wrath and Ven-_ 
geance of God, five of them 
drawn from the Words of the 
Text, and five drawn from other 
Lonliderations, I ſhall now ſhut | 
up 
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up with two or three Words of 
Application. 
Firſt, Then be perſwaded to 


believe that there is ſuch a dread-- 


ful Wrath co come. I know well, 
you all profeſs that you do be- 
| lieve, that as there are uncon- 
ceiyable Rewards of Glory re- 
ſerved in Heaven for the Saints ; 
fo, that there are inexhauſtible 
| Treaſures of Wrath reſerved and 
laid up in Hell for all ungodly 
and impenitent Sinners. Burt 
© how few are there that do re- 
ally and cordially belieye theſe 
_ things : Mens own Lives may 
be evident Convictions to them- 
felves of their Atheiſm and Infi- 
delity : For the true reaſon of all 
that diffoluteneſs which we ſee 
abroad in the World proceeds 
much from hence, becauſe Men 
- are not perſwaded that theſe 
dreadful Terrors of . the Lord 
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which have now been ſet-before 
us, are any thing but 2n honeſt 
Artifice. They look upon them 
as things only invented to. ſcare 
the World into good order, and 
to awe Men .into ſome compals 
of Givility and Honeſty ; TI hey 
think all thoſe tremendous T hreat- 
nings that God hath denounced 
in his Law to be things intended 

-rather to fright Men, than to do 
execution upon them. , And 
whereas one of the moſt effectu- 
al Motives to Piety and an holy 

| Life, is to be perſwaded of the 
Terrors of the Lord , theſe are 
not yet perſwaded that there are 
any ſuch Terrors : Bur. aflure 

. your ſelyes theſe are not the 'ex- 
cravagant Dreams of Melancholy 
[al ancies,. nor the Politick Impo- 
{tures of Men that deſign: to a- 
muſe the World with frightful + 
Stories ; but they are ſad and ſe 
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rious Truths, ſuch as however 
you may now {light and contemn, 


yet ſhall you be wotully convin-. 


ced of by your own experience, 
when after a few years, or poſlt- 
bly a few days, you ſhall be ſunk 
down into that Place of I orment, 
that Gulph and Abyſs of Miſery, 
where the great God ſhall for e- 
yer expreſs the Art, and the 
Power of his Vengeance in your 
everlaſting Deſtruction. 

Secondly ,  T his ſpeaks abun- 
dance of comfort to all thoſe 
whoſe Sins are pardond, and 
they delivered from the Wrath 
to come. Look what Spring- 
tydes of Joy would rife in the 
Heart of a poor condemned Ma- 
 lefaftor, who every moment, ex- 
pects the {troke of Juſtice to cut 


him off, to have a Pardon inter- 


poſe and reſcue him from Death. 
Such, yea far greater ſhould be 


d 2 thy 
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. verlaſting Burnings, yet our good 


thy Joy who art freed meerly by 
a gracious Pardon, from a Con- 
demnation infinitely greater and 
worſe than Death it ſelf. When 
we look into Hell, and conſider , 
the Wrath that the Damned there 
lye under, O to behold them 
there reſtleſly rolling to and fro 
in Chains and Flames, to hear 
them exclaim againſt their own 
Folly and Madneſs, and tocurſe 
Themſelves and their Aflociates 
as the Cauſes of their heavy and 
doleful Torments 3 how ſhould 
we rejoice that though we have 
been guilty of many great and 
heinous Sins, and have Ten thou- 
ſand times deſerved Hell and e&+ 


and gracious God hath freely par- 
don'd us our Debts, and freed 
us from the ſame merited Puniſh- 


ments, 
Thirdly, 


meme. of 
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"Thirdly, This alſo ſhould ex- 


Cite us to magnifie the Love of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt towards 
us, who though he knew what 
the dreadful Wrath of God was, 
how ſore and heavy it would lye 
- upon his Soul, yet ſuch was his 
infinite Compaſhon towards us, 
chat he willingly ſubmitted him- 
ſelf to be in our ſtead, took upon 
him our Nature, that he mighc 
take upon him our Guilt; and 
firſt made himſelf wretched, that 
he might be made accurſed. He 
drank off the whole bitter Cup 
of his Father's Wrath ar one bit- 
ter Draught, received the whole 


once ; falls and dies under the 
Revenges of DivineJuſtice, only 
that we might be delivered from 
the Wrath that we had deſerved, 
but could not bear. O Chris 
ſtizn, lex thy Hearr be enlarged 
ms with 


ſting of Death into his Body. at 


: 


Uſe. 
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with great Love and Thankful 
neſs to thy bleſſed Redeemer ; 
and as he thought nothing too 
much to ſuffer tor thee , return 
him this Expreſſion of thy Thank- 
fulneſs,tothink nothing too much, 
nor too hard to do, or to ſuffer 
for him. 

Fourthly , You that go on in 
Sin , conſider what a God you 
have to deal withal ; You have 
not to do with Creatures , bur 
with God himſelf. And do you 
not fear that increated Fire that 
will wrap you up in Flames of 
his eſſential Wrath, and burn you 
for eyer ? Conſider that dreadful 
Expoſtulation that God makes. 
Can thy Heart mdure , or can thy 
Hands be ſtrong in the Day that 1 
ſhall deal with thee, ſaith the Lord 2 
The very ' weakneſs of God 1s 
{tronger than Man : God can 


| breath, he can look a Man to 


Death ; 


dreadful to Sinners. 


Death ; By the Blaſt of God: they == 


periſh, and by the Breathof his No- 
ftrils are they conſumed : They periſh 


at the Rebuke of thy Conntenance. © Pal. v0. 16; 


then tremble to think what a load 
of Wrath his heayy Hand can 


lay UPON thee, T hat Hand which Iſa. 19. 12, 


ſpans the Heavens, and in the Holt- 
low of which he holds the Sea. 
What Puniſhment will this great 
Hand of God in which his great 
Strength lies , inflict when 1t 
ſhall fall upon thee in the full 
Power of its Might ? And tell 
me now, O Ser, wouldſt thou 
willingly fall into the Hands of 
this God , who 1s thus able to 
cruſh thee to pieces, yea to no- 
thing ? O how ſhall any of us 
then dare, who are but poor weak 
Potſherds of the Earth, daſh 
our ſelves againſt 'this Rock of 
Ages ? Indeed we can neither 
ret1ſt his Power , nor eſcape his 
| 7 - 3 
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Hand : and therefore ſince we 
muſt neceſſarily ſooner or later 
fall into the Hands of God, let 
us by true Repentance and an 
humble Acknowledgment of our 
Sins and Vileneſs, throw our 
ſelyes into his merciful Hands ; 
and then to our unſpeakable Com» 
fort we ſhall find that he will 
extend his Arm of Mercy to ſup- 
port us, and not his Hand of Ju: 
{tice to-cruſh and break us. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Rafical Preparation for Death, the Intereſt 
and Wiſdom of Chriſtians, the Folly and 
Miſery of thoſe that are negligent therein. The 
great Benefits of a Life ſpent 1n daily preparation 
for our Latter End : With Motives and DireQtons 
for the Performance thereof, Recommended as 


| Proper to be given at Funerals. 


The Glory and Happineſs of the Saints in Heaven 
or, A Diſcourſe, concerning the bleſſed State of 
the Righteous after Death. By the ſame Author. 


